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Greetings hope you have been enjoying the ups and downs of our
weather - that said, our thoughts are very much with those
experiencing the extreme heat, wind and fires. I know that
some of our fellow Aussie plant lovers have lost so much.

7.30 pm Tuesday 19 November 2019
The Art of Cuttings - talk and practical session
Supper - Jan Waller, Robyn Farnsworth
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

7.30 pm 11 February 2020 35a Murphy St. East Bendigo

On a positive note, I’d like to welcome all our new
members, most of who joined at the flower show. So
here’s to:
Lorraine B, Jonny C, Helen & Neville C, Andrew C, Dellice
& Denis C, Jennifer D, Salli D, Sally & Peter D, Leanne D,
Noeline E, Pam & Mike E, Margarete F, Jo F, Pam F, Kel F,
Sally & Bruce F, Denise F, Chloe G, Mary H, Marlene H,
Lilla H, Linda J, Claudia & Bruce K, Elsie L, Frances M, Paul
& Sharlene M, Helen M & Beryl T, Denise & Nejla M, Jan
M, Kathy M, Deb P, David R, Fiona R, Helen & Warwick R,
Robyn R, Katie S, Jenny S, Pam S, Frank S, John & Linda T,
Jan V, Sandra V, June W, Helen & Gordon W, and another
June W!
Welcome to you all and this is also our sneaky way of
making sure we’ve at least spelt your first names correctly!
And if your name isn’t there please let us know!!!!
So to all members - new and, shall I say ‘old’! - please come
along this Tuesday when the topic is ‘cuttings’. I know that
to some in our group taking cuttings is like falling off a log.
To others, like me, it reduces us to a quivering mess of
fumble fingers and sad plant bits doomed to die! But there
is hope - as well as an info session on different methods of
cuttings we will have a hands on session. Bring along bits
of plants that you would like to propagate, some plastic
bags (ziplock, freezer or other), some sharp secateurs or
blades, and a willingness to learn OR help the helpless!
Talking of meetings - at our October meeting we had a great
talk by Ben Boxshall about Victorian Sandalwoods.
Normally there would be a report in this newsletter but
alas, gremlins stole some of my notes! Never fear, our first
news-letter for 2020 will have a full report!!

Listening to Marilyn

Our Lea and Paul Kennedy

Janet from Melb.
Ian at home

Lastly - our ‘hosting’ of the Victoria Committee of
Management followed by garden visits to Marilyn Sprague’s
and Ian Evans’ garden was a great success. Those who
travelled hours to be there felt most welcomed by the
country hospitality and it was good to see a mix of old and
new Bendigo members joining them at the gardens. A few
pics opposite!
See you on Tuesday - Sandy
Meetings are held at the Golden Square Community Hall, Old High St, Golden Square, on the third Tuesday of each month from February to
November. The room is open from 7.00 pm, for viewing of display specimens. Program begins at 7.30 pm.

November 2015 Presentation to Bendigo APS

Neutrog
Helen Lovell
(Pictures from Neutrog)

Helen lives on a farm between Maryborough and Bendigo.
She has been involved in and around the nursery trade for
some years, more recently with Neutrog as the Victorian
Sales Representative.
Neutrog started in 1988 as a small factory in the Adelaide
Hills producing fertilizer and has grown to a strong,
international company. The name is a play on the words
‘nutrients’ and ‘organics’. Managing Director Angus Irwin
was a founding member of the company. Apparently he is
responsible for much of the marketing including the quirky
product names … Seamungus…Blade Runner…Cock a Doodle
Doo…GoGo Juice, just to name a few. Helen also assured us
that it is rare to find anyone he doesn’t know!
From the start the owners decided that despite being a
small (at that time) company they wanted to be overseen by
a Board of Directors. The current Chairman is John Uhrig
AC who in the past was Chairman of Rio Tinto Limited
Australia, Westpac, Santos, the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra and Bedford Industries!
Helen explained that all the products are based on poultry
manure which is composted then pelletised, crumbed or
made into a liquid. Unlike other like companies in
Australia, Neutrog do all composting in the open air on soil not concrete. This allows all the microbes, worms etc. to
move between the ground and the manure. (There are
millions of bacteria in each pellet or product.)

This …. leads to this …..

Manure from each individual source is kept separate in a
row of its own and all rows are labelled - that way they can
trace the supplier if need be. The rows are on drippers in
order to compost and composting is complete in 8 - 10
weeks. The compost is then steam treated to kill weed
seed, pathogens etc., but not the microbes. Many of the
products are certified organic.
In the late 1990’s their Potato and Onion Fertilizer led to the
development of their Rose Fertilizer at the request of rose
growers. Since then the product range has grown
substantially. Most products trialled with people in the
community prior to genera release and they only bring one
product at a time into the market to ensure it is what the
retailer and market want. Lots of groups - Rose Societies,
Orchid Societies, Camellias, Rare Fruit etc. - endorse the
products that pertain to their interest.

Helen then turned to our main interest - Natives!
She said that GoGo Juice is a good all-rounder and can be
used on plants including natives in the ground, in pots and
also add to compost. Seamungus is the one that Neutrog
donated to our Fred Rogers Seminar in 2014. Over 200
five hundred gram packs. (My they smelt good! Sandy still
has one if you want a sniff!)
Seamungus will hold up to 70% of its own weight in
moisture – significantly increasing the soil's ability to retain
water and nutrients..
Seamungus helps plants resist
heat, drought and frost, pests and disease. It also holds up
to 70% of its own weight in moisture – significantly
increasing the soil's ability to retain water and nutrients.
But the most exciting thing is the
development of their newest product Bush Tucker - a specific native plant
fertilizer. Neutrog are already trialling
this product with some members of APS
Victoria and we were invited to join in
the trial.
Seamungus is already being used at Cranbourne and Bush
Tucker has been ordered to trial. Neutrog are also
working with Angus Stewart and Simon Leake of SESL
Australia (soil testing!). Bush Tucker is based on chook
manure with some ‘extras’ and they have worked out how
to lower the phosphorus - it only has 0.3 point of
phosphorous so is quite safe for our Aussies. It is applied
at the rate of 100gm per quarter or 33gr per month per
square metre.
Helen brought along a 5kg bag for each person in
attendance at our meeting and boy, weren’t they snapped
up! In return, we agreed to trial the product by applying
to some plants but not others, preferably with before and
after photos.
2019 update:
APS Victoria Committee has looked at the pros and cons of
APSVIC endorsing Bush Tucker and our experts agree it is a
great product. We have now endorsed it and you will see
the APSVIC logo printed on every pack. A small percentage
of sales is paid to APSVIC for the furtherance of the society
in all regions of Victoria. It will also means that APSVIC
members can buy a wide selection of Neutrog products at
substantial discount. If you want to know more about the
company/products, check their web page, Facebook or join
the ‘Poohbah Club’ - another Angus Irwin name!
Trial of Bush Tucker on phosphorus sensitive plant Grevillea Poorinda
‘Royal Mantle’. Bush Tucker rate, left to right, Control,1 kg/m³, 3 kg/m³.

President’s Report
2019 Annual General Meeting
At the end of the 2018-19 Financial Year our club numbered
114 members and I am pleased to report that we have grown.
Thanks to Secretary Sandy who encouraged the new
members, many of whom are here tonight. I hope they have
enjoyed our meetings and gain value from presentations
throughout the coming year.
In late 2018 our club changed its name from Bendigo Native
Plant Group to APS Bendigo to bring it into line with our
parent organisation and other clubs in Victoria. We met on 10
occasions for monthly meetings and there were several daytime meetings and garden visits for those not wishing to
venture out at night. Excursions for our group further afield
included the Garden of the Future at our Botanical Gardens,
the Collier garden at Bung Bong and the Shepparton Botanical
Garden Open Day.
Speakers and topics for evening meetings included:
Brad Crème - Garden of the Future; Ian Evans (3 times) Pruning, Fertilizers & Top End Grevilleas;
Sharnie Hamilton - Bush Foods; Marilyn Bull - Remote W.A.;
Phil Trickett & Catriona Bates - Isopogons & Petrophiles; John
Lindner - Landscapes and Plants of the Deserts of Nthn S.A.;
Chris Long Garden Diversity; and Ken Wellard - Indigenous
and Native Perennial Forage Plants.
Our 2018 Flower Show at KFPS was very successful. Plant
sales, book sales and associated stalls were popular with the
public. Many people commented favourably on the extent of
the flower display and the show in general. In early 2019 the
Committee successfully applied to CoGB Council for a grant to
help with costs of new banners and signs to advertise our
Flower Show. Funding was received for the 5 signs to be
erected at the major entry points to Bendigo, a large banner
and 3 feather banners.
Early in 2019, Rod Orr, with the help of a graphic designer,
coordinated the development of a new logo for our club. It
consists of a modified photo of several flowers from a stem of
our local Bendigo Wax: Philotheca verrucosa.
During the last year we were saddened by the passing of long
time members Mary Wilkinson, Faye Dawson and Bendigo Life
Member Ian O’Halloran. Our thoughts are with their families.
The ongoing support of Neangar, Goldfields Revegetation and
Habitat Nurseries is much appreciated by the group.
I
would also like to thank Secretary and Newsletter Editor
(Sandy) and Treasurer (Karin) for their continuing hard work in
their roles. Sandy not only produces the newsletter each
month, but represents our club at various APS meetings and
other functions throughout the year. Also thanks to Lea for
her efforts in creating new plant labels and member name
tags. Thanks to Joan for organising ‘volunteers’ for Plant of
the Evening and the supper roster. Thanks to Lisa for bringing
tube-stock donated by Neangar Nursery to our meetings and
organising the raffles. Finally thanks to Eric, Rod and Ian for
their valued input to all meetings.
Lisa and Joan have decided not to continue on the Committee,
so I thank them again for their much valued service to the club
on the organising committee over the years.
- Tony Brown, President

OUR AGM
Another 12 months and another AGM. Our group was
formed in 1974 - doesn’t that seem a long time ago!
For those with wonderful memories of the night, you might
pick up that the President’s report in this issue is slightly
modified - partly to bring it in line with the 2018-19 financial
year!
At our meeting this year there was a Motion as follows:
Motion moved Karin Harding that the Bendigo membership
fee for those receiving mailed newsletters be increased from
$17 to $27 as of 1 July 2020.
Seconded Jane Bretherton. Carried
This Motion will not come into effect until the 2020-21
membership year (1 July 2020) and will only affect a small
number of our membership who do not have access to an
electronic version of the newsletter. The increase will
cover the current costs of printing and postage.

Committee 2019 -2020
President: Tony Brown Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Sandra Birch Treasurer: Karin Harding
General Committee:
Rod Orr, Eric Wilkinson, Lea Harris, Janet Justin

From Your New Committee!
Yes - already hard at work your new committee has, amongst
other things, started planning next year’s Flower Show.
Howzat! If you have any ideas or suggestions please tell us.
NEUTROG! An order form has been sent with this newsletter.
Please return it by 30 November. For our newer members the
article opposite gives some idea about the company and the
products - the order form also includes some information.
Most popular are Bush Tucker (79 bags in our last order!),
GoGo Juice, Seamungus, Giganic, and Whoflungdung!! Rose,
lawn and orchid mixes are also popular.
An ‘extra name tag’. A member requested a duplicate name
tag to keep at home and wear when attending other APS or the
like events. Lea Harris has now printed duplicates of our name
tags and if you would like one, ask her at the meeting or get in
touch with us.
2020 extras - In January we will be bagging some seed - no…
not giving it a hard time but putting small quantities into about
1,000 small envelopes. These seeds will be distributed to all
APS members in Victoria as part of the ‘Great Plant Out’. A
date for the working bee (and maybe a G & T to follow if it’s
hot!) will be decided.
In March or April we are thinking of hiring a bus to go and see
the BANKS SOLANDER exhibitions in Ringwood and at Karwarra
Gardens. Most likely on a weekday as on weekends they are
only open on Saturday afternoons. ARE YOU INTERESTED??
Let us know.
And another idea - a day trip OR a weekend camp at the
Grampians (Gariwerd) - probably in Spring. A number of
groups go away for a few days and have a marvellous time.
Who is up for that????

Q. Where’s the October Specimen Table???
A. There weren’t one! We had our AGM instead!

. . . . so here are some more flower show pics
thankyou again to photographer Denise McFarlane

APS BENDIGO DIARY
Tuesday 18 Feb 7.30 pm
Bring something to share for tea (finger food!) and also something
from your garden for a relaxed group discussion.
Tuesday 17 March 7.30 pm - Royce Rayleigh - Rare plant
introduction for your garden.
Tuesday 21 April 7.30 pm - John Lindner - Nth WA botany
Tuesday 19 May 7.30 pm - Correas!

Other Diary Dates
17 Feb - 17 April ‘Australian Plants Revealed’
4 April APS Geelong Plant Sale 40 Lovely Banks Rd, Lovely Banks
18 April APS Yarra Yarra Plant Sale 10 - 4 Eltham Community Centre.
2 May APS Mornington Plant Sale 10 - 3.30 Seawinds
Arthurs Seat State Park, Purves Rd, Arthurs Seat.
24 & 25/10/20 FJC Rogers Seminar - Eltham - Lamiaceae
For more info search apsvic.org.au then ‘members’ then ‘events’

Bendigo Field Naturalists Club
7.30 pm second Wednesday of the month
Golden Square Hall, Old High Street, Golden Square

