February 2020

NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 18th February
7:30pm Pomonal Hall
Lawrie Smith: Garden Design

Tuesday 17th March
Graeme and Marie Goodes
Little Desert Plants

from our President...

Dear all,
2020 has rolled around and is shaping up to
be a very good year for our group, full of
interesting speakers and outings and a stand
-out flower show. I’d like to take this
opportunity, on behalf of all members, to
thank our committee. I have seen at first
hand how dedicated they are and how much
effort they put in. We will invite other local
groups to our meetings, including a notice at
the Pomonal store, to try to further
encourage community interest in Australian
natives. Lawrie Smith will talk at the February
meeting on garden design; this is one not to
be missed. Andrea enticed up Lawrie,
internationally lauded and with honours and a
CV as long as your arm, when she heard he
was flying down from Brisbane to give a talk
to APS Maroondah. Bring your friends and a
supper plate along for an enjoyable, sociable
evening.
See you there.
John
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Tuesday 21st April
Attila Kapitany
Xerophytes

Lawrie Smith

Lawrie is the current National President for the
Australian Native Plants Society with over 45
years’ experience in landscape and garden
design, specialising in Botanic Gardens.
Lawrie has built his career around a strong
personal belief in the unique quality and value
of the Australian environment, and the
provision of quality open space facilities for
the community.
He has a keen interest in understanding the
sustainable use of Australian flora relative to
diminishing water resources and rapidly
expanding populations, and the related
expansion of urban development.

In this issue:

We’re going to hear a lot this year about the
250th anniversary of Cook’s expedition. John
King has written a fascinating article about the
famous botanists who were part of that
expedition. We will also be including a special
feature about them in this year’s flower show.
Neil Marriott introduces us to some of his
favourite small eucalypts and Clive Carlyle
transports us to the exotic volcanic landscape
of northen Japan.
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250 Years Since Banks & Solander Visited Our Shores, with a
focus on Solander

As you all know, the HMS Endeavour landed on Australian shores in 1770 and 250 years have
since passed, 250 years in which the country has been fundamentally altered in all aspects by
foreign settlers. To many of us new Australians, more than a few changes we have wrought give
rise to shame, disappointment in many of the decisions taken by our current leaders and
forebears and wistful reflection on what might have been. A regular pub question that crops up
is “which would you prefer: to travel into the future, or back in time?”. I would like to return to the
Australia of pre-white settlement, to see what it was really like to walk this country then. I fear it
will be very depressing to see what we have lost, but I would like to see it just the same (I would
then like to go back pre-dingo, when Thylacines hunted the mainland, and to before the
Aborigines, when Australia had megafauna). Two men whose names come down to us from
those times, who walked on Australian soil in 1770 and saw virgin landscapes and the
biodiversity they supported, were Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander. Many of us know of
Banks, that wealthy young dashing botanist, who funded the private party on the Endeavour (to
the tune of £10,000), and that Banksias will forever remember his name, but fewer of us will
know much about Solander; I am pretty sure his name never
cropped up during my school days.
Daniel Solander was Swedish and first makes himself known
as the favoured student of Carl Linnaeus, the Swede famous
for developing the nomenclature for all living things in his
Species Plantarum, which boils down to identifying any given
organism by its genus and species name, that is a binomial
system (it is worth noting here that the language of botany
was Latin and that the early publications, such as Linnaeus’,
were written entirely in Latin; and lay gardeners bemoan Latin
plant names!).
With England the hotspot for gardens and the importation of
new plants (many from the American colonies), in 1760
Linnaeus dispatched a young Solander to London to try to
persuade the English to adopt the new system. Predictably,
many in England resented Linnaeus imposing his foreign
system on them, despite the fact that the existing naming
conventions were confusing and, well, a bit of a mess1. Botanists and gardeners were especially
wary after Linnaeus had previously tried to convince them of his Systema Naturae, in which all
plants were classified according to their number of stamens and pistils, the male and female
reproductive organs. When Linnaeus had earlier visited England, his conceit and superior
manner had not endeared himself to many and adversely influenced the adoption of his ideas.
Solander, on the other hand, “delighted everybody with his natural charm and kindness ..
everything about him was gentle and friendly .. he was chatty and modest, and his round face
was always animated by a smile”2. In fact, Solander so endeared himself to the English, that
they found employment for him in England as a founding classifier for the newly-established
British Museum3, much to the consternation of Linnaeus who had tried to lure him back as
professor of botany in St Petersburg.
Banks and Solander in fact met at the British Museum, which Banks frequented in botanical
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research, and Solander’s engaging personality and extensive knowledge of botany and the
natural world meant he was pretty well destined to join Banks on the Endeavour, setting off from
Plymouth in August 1768. The two formed a close working relationship and, in fact, Banks
saved Solander’s life after the latter had collapsed in a sudden blizzard whilst collecting alpine
plants in Tierra del Fuego but Banks’ stronger fortitude saw them through; two of their servants
died in the incident. In Tahiti they collected gardenias, orchids and jasmine, amongst other
plants.
The Endeavour’s great cabin, which normally would have been the domain of the ship’s captain,
Cook, was given over to the naturalists and their assistants, which included Sydney Parkinson,
the draughtsman who sketched the specimens. Their sleeping quarters were the size of a kingsized bed. We can all enviously imagine their wonder on first encountering the completely
foreign diversity of the Australian bush; of naming the first “gum tree” (Eucalyptus gummifera)
because of the red resin-gum that it oozed; of seeing the first grevilleas, hardenbergia, banksias
and so forth. Imagine first hearing the laughing cackle of a kookaburra, or capturing a glimpse of
a wallaby hopping deeper into the bush, or seeing the unimaginable brilliance of a lorikeet
against the green grey of the foliage. Just five days after their arrival in the newly-christened
Botany Bay, Banks & Solander had discovered and described over 400 species new to science.
They used up their entire supply of pressing paper, and laid the plants on a sail to dry in the
sun.
The Endeavour returned to Britain in July 1771 (seven months after the birth of Beethoven),
where they entered a social whirlwind of parties, drawing rooms and presentations, including
dining with Benjamin Franklin. They unpacked and sorted their specimens and Parkinson’s
drawings, which engravers worked on over subsequent years - although Banks’ Florilegium was
not published until over 200 years later, in the 1980’s. All in all their collection consisted of
30,000 specimens, or 3,600 species, of which 1,400 were new to botanists, and represented an
increase of almost 25% of known plant species. Banks achieved prestige and position (he was
elected president of the Royal Society in 1779, aged just 36) and his house in Soho Square was
forever hosting scientific gatherings, some foreign scientists staying there for months on end.
Every day Solander would walk down from the British Museum and attend these gatherings, at
one of which, in the middle of re-relating one of their adventures, he suffered a stroke and died
having lived for 49 years.
1

Naming conventions in use usually listed many of a plant’s characteristics in its name. The American White Pine,
for instance, went by the name Pinus Americana quinis ex uno folliculo setis longistenuibus triquetris ad unum
angulum per totam longitudinem minutissimis crenis asperatis, reclassified by Linnaeus as Pinus strobus
2 from “The Brother Gardeners” by Andrea Wulf
3 Solander was engaged to sort and classify according to the new Linnaeus binomial system, the vast collection of
dried plants, insects & minerals, bequeathed to the nation by Hans Sloane in 1753, which formed the basis of the
British Museum.

Much of this information was gleaned from Andrea Wulf’s “The Brother Gardeners - Botany,
Empire and the Birth of an Obsession”, which I thoroughly recommend for an entertaining and
interesting read.
John King
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Summer Flowering Eucalypts by Neil R Marriott
Some very exciting news, we have the “guru of gumtrees” Dean Nicole coming to talk to our group
on May the 19th! I have always loved our gums, and having Dean coming over spurred me to have
a closer look at what is flowering in our gardens at this hot and dry time of year.
This summer we have had one of the best years for the
flowering of our Gum Trees for decades. It all started in
late spring, when our local Yellow Box Eucalyptus
melliodora came into massed flower. Neville Collier, who
has a number of bee hives says it is one of the best nectar
flows for years! Then we had a massed flowering from our
River Red Gums Eucalyptus camaldulensis. The honey
bees were going flat out to keep up with all the nectar!
We suspect that these massed flowerings were the result
of the very good winter rains we had - the best for at least
a decade.
In the home garden, our ornamental Eucalypts all showed
signs of a good season as well, and by early summer we
had tree after tree, then mallee after mallee coming into
wonderful flowering. The first of these were Eucalyptus
petiolaris (syn E leucoxylon subsp petiolaris) in a range of
flower colours, from the typical pink or red, through to
orange and even bright yellow. This is one of the toughest,
and most reliable small trees for the home garden, and
when the low form is selected, it makes a spectacular,
hardy and showy street tree –what a contrast to the high
maintenance, water demanding European rubbish they
have planted throughout Stawell.

Pear Fruited Mallee Eucalyptus
pyriformis – bicoloured form

Then it was the turn of some of our mallees, firstly Pear Fruited Mallee Eucalyptus pyriformis,
ranging in flower colour from red, through pinks and occasionally pale yellow. In fact this wonderful
small mallee only 2-3m tall is still flowering superbly right now, despite the hot and dry summer.
Another delightful, and this time tall and slender
mallee (3-5m x 2m) is Crimson Mallee Eucalyptus
lansdowniana, a rare gum found only in the
Gawler range on the Eyre Peninsula in SA. This
flowers or many months of the year, starting in
spring, and continuing right through the long hot
summer months. Due to its slender habit it is ideal
for planting in narrow beds, or as a tall feature
plant in home gardens. Its flowers are rich
crimson and are great for wildlife. It needs a
warm, well drained site in the garden and is
extremely tough.
Crimson Mallee Eucalyptus lansdowniana
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If you are after a tough, drought tolerant silver
foliaged small tree then the Southern Cross
Silver Mallee Eucalyptus crucis is a great
choice. Another rare plant in the wild, this one is
confined to granite hills near Southern Cross in
Western Australia. Again, only a small mallee
growing mostly 2- 5m in cultivation, it has most
beautiful silver leaves and silver flower buds.
These contrast delightfully with the creamyyellow flowers.
Southern Cross Silver Mallee Eucalyptus crucis

This year we have had the best flowering of our
Mottlecah Eucalyptus macrocarpa ever, with nearly
all plants having a wonderful floral display. There
are two forms as well as two subspecies of
Mottlecah; subspecies macrocarpa is normally a
broad, spreading shrub 3-4m tall and 3-5m wide,
however there is also a lovely upright form to 3-4m
tall and only 1-2m wide. We have planted lots of the
upright form as it makes a very bold, feature plant
in the garden. Subspecies elachantha is a smaller
and more compact shrub with slightly smaller
leaves and flowers, but still spectacular!

Eucalyptus macrocarpa Pink Form

A couple of spectacular hybrids are Eucalyptus ‘Nullarbor Rose’ and Euc ‘Nullarbor Lime’. Neither
comes from the Nullarbor, but from Wait Reserve in South Australia, where they were selected for
their showy flowers and beautiful silver foliage. They are hybrids between Eucalyptus pyriformis and
Eucalyptus macrocarpa, and as a result, they need to be grafted onto hardy rootstocks to ensure
they are identical to their parents. Both only grow 2-3m tall and wide and make wonderful feature
plants for a warm, well drained site.
Eucalyptus ‘Nullarbor Lime’, as the name
implies, has lovely large lime coloured
flowers, but these soon turn an attractive
pink, giving the plant a bicoloured effect
which is most attractive.

Eucalyptus ‘Nullarbor
Lime’ turning from lime
to pink

Showy red flower buds
of Euc ‘Nullarbor Rose’

Australian Plants Society Grampians Newsletter

Spectacular flowers of ‘Nullarbor Rose’

5

Jingymia Mallee Eucalyptus synandra
Pink form

White form

One of my favourite mallees flowering over the summer months is the rare Jingymia Mallee
Eucalyptus synandra. Jingymia is the location in WA where this species was originally collected.
This is one of only three species where the stamens are partially fused to create a tube –quite
an amazing appearance! The other two with this feature are also rare and very localised species
E beardiana from the Shark Bay-Mullewa region and E rosacea from Queen Victoria Springs, on
the edge of the Great Victoria Desert. All need a hot sunny site with excellent drainage, but are
worth the effort as they create beautiful small whispy trees 2-4m tall, ideal for gardens.
Another absolutely beautiful small Eucalypt
is Purple Flowered Mallee Eucalyptus
albopurpurea. This amazingly coloured gum
comes from the Port Lincoln area and on
Kangaroo Island in South Australia. Coming
from these dry areas, it has proven to be
absolutely tough in hot dry summers as well
as in cold wet winters! With its purple
flowers (occasionally pink or rarely white),
Purple Mallee can grow 4-10m tall, making
it a wonderful feature tree, ideal as a small
street tree or in the garden.
Purple Flowered Mallee Eucalyptus albopurpurea

There are so many more superb small summer flowering Eucalypts for the home garden, but
this is just a taste of what you can easily grow in your garden. Give some a try and you are sure
to be hooked, just like me and all the wonderful native birds that love them.
Make sure you come along to our Grampians APS May meeting to hear Dean talk on this
beautiful and tough group of native plants.
Neil Marriott
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Plants in Wild Places 2.
Autumn in High Hokkaido
by Clive Carlyle

Planning and anticipation are often key
elements of a memorable trip. Occasionally
however a spontaneous spur of the moment
decision can work equally well. Such was our
2008 trip to Hokkaido with a 5-day ridge walk
. Tough early colonisers in a very harsh landscape
through spectacular volcanic alpine wilderness.
Phil’s spouse was working in Japan, Phil
wanted to visited said spouse and, being a
keen walker/climber decided to combine
matrimonial duty with a decent walk. Problem:
said spouse is not a walker, solution: ask
Catherine, Clive, and also Bart (a cruel
nickname based on some apparent vague
similarity to a cartoon character). Much of the
walk is at or above 2,000m and in Winter is
covered in deep powder snow with
temperatures regularly dipping below -20C.

Gaining height amongst evidence of recent vulcanism!

The route starts and finishes at ski resorts and
follows a series of high ridges, cresting a
number of peaks along the way. Some of these
peaks are popular weekend hikes but, for
some reason, the “through” trip has an
undeserved reputation as “hard” and is seldom
completed by locals.
Despite Catherine’s protests we cheated at the
start and got a chair lift up the first 900m.
Jumping off at the top we were bemused to
see, or rather hear, that all the local Japanese
walkers wore small bells. Turned out this was
to avoid ending up on the menu of one of the
two species of bear native to Japan. I told the
others that we would be lucky even to see a
bear and that in any case they were pretty
small and timid. As it was, we never did see a
bear on the walk. However, after the trip we
saw a pair of Japanese Brown Bears at Tokyo
zoo, Catherine pointed out somewhat pointedly
that (1) they were not small but actually very
large (Grizzly sized in fact) and (2) did not look
in the least timid!
Anyhow, the walk commenced through an area

Older volcanic activity with more vegetation

Dwarf pine and Sorbus sp. in background.
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of recent volcanic activity, then progressed
through areas of older eruptions, finishing up in
an area of very recent activity. This made for
very varied vistas with Mordor-like scenery at
the start and finish and a simply amazing
botanical display of autumnal colours, shapes
and textures in between. It also meant that we
could witness first-hand the progressive
succession of different vegetation types from
early colonisers through different seral
communities.
The vegetation was generally low due to high
winds and low winter temperatures. Trees were
present as dwarf procumbent forms. Many
plants showed low temperature and high UV
adaptations, e.g. woolly (to trap air as an
insulator) and glaucous (to reflect UV). There
were bamboos, dwarf rhododendron and
Azalea, grasses, and many others. Some
forming interesting cushions consisting of
multiple species that I suspect go through a
cycle of formation and collapse as early
pioneers trap some and build up organic matter
to be replaced progressively by more
demanding species. Well, it is probably time to
stop typing and let the plants speak for
themselves.
Enjoy the photos, they don’t do it justice!
Clive

High alpine heath/dwarf shrubs.

Mosaic of pine, birch, acer, and bamboo.

Back in a zone of recent vulcanism, few plants

Scrambling to a view point

Geology in action!
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For your information

Preston Shire Hall, Corner of High St and Gower St Preston
Adults $5 children under 15 free
To contact Vic Native Bonsai Club:
Email: secnativeclub@gmail.com

Bushfire recovery
APSVic is formulating a plan for local groups to assist in the recovery of bushfire affected areas.
Here are some links for anyone itching to get started and help in some way:
Greening Australia is an option for people to get involved - they have an initial $5 million
grant for native plant propagation and revegetation linked to the bush fires and seem to be
planning to plan first. https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/
The Tree Project always need volunteers - another good link - https://www.treeproject.org.au/
We will keep members up to date with any new information as it comes in.

The newsletter will only continue if it has material to include. If you value the newsletter and
enjoy reading it please consider making a contribution.
Contributions in any form, physical or digital are welcome. Items submitted on paper, for example
photos, will be scanned and returned. subject matter need not be limited to native plants, but can
also include anything you think members may find interesting.
Email: mailto:grampiansnewsletter@apsvic.org.au or by phone: 0438 566 250 or by post to:
Phil Williams P.O. Pomonal 3381
Thanks to John, Neil, Clive and Andrea for their contributions to this issue.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/APS-Grampians-Group-960723023989990/

APSVic Grampians Committee 2019-20
Office Bearers

President: John King
Vice President: Neil Marriott
Secretary: Andrea Shelley (0405 993 763)
Treasurer: Anita Evans (0409 524 017)

Ordinary Members
Ross Simpson
Phil Williams
Wendy Marriott
Peter Shelley
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Newsletter Editor: Phil Williams
Memberships and Hall
Committee Rep: Anita Evans
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