February 2021
NEXT MEETING

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16TH
Halls Gap Botanic Garden
Meet at 6pm
BYO picnic dinner and chairs.
Barbecues will not be available.

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2021. Let’s hope this year turns out better than 2020!
It’s always good to walk around the Botanic Garden and Margo has written an excellent
introduction and brief history of the garden which you can read in this newsletter. Also, those who
wish can have a look at the Grampians Flora Botanic Gardens Facebook page.
The hall is still not available for meetings, so the committee has planned for outdoor meetings for
February and March. Further planning depends on Covid restrictions, which, as we learnt last
year can change overnight.
The committee has proposed the following tentative arrangements:
March 23rd is National Eucalyptus day and in recognition of this two events have been arranged
March 16th, our regular monthly meeting, will feature a walk around Phil Williams garden, looking
particularly at all of his Eucalypts and learning how to identify them. Also, a propagation session
for plants for GG to sell at a future plant sale will be held. BYO picnic dinner and chair. More
details later.
March 23rd The committee is thinking of having an ‘educational’ display at the Pomonal General
Store. Could you start collecting gumnuts of many varieties for the display please and bring to the
March meeting. That meeting will also be a good opportunity to collect material.
Ideas for this display are most welcome, please let Andrea know. Is anyone good at making gum
leaf wreaths or garlands?
A Kangaroo Paw, pruning and care of ‘Workshop’ is being planned for April. Time and date to
be advised. This may be held at Barneys Bistro and their KP will be the subjects. Anyone
interested in leading the hands on pruning? I asked Angus Stewart, but due to Covid, he has
declined. More information on the workshop will be sent when all arranged.
Looking further ahead:
Thursday 23rd September: The first meeting of the Grampians Group was held in 1981. A
celebration will be held, the what, where and how is to be determined. Anyone want to bake a very
big cake ?
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Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th September: APS Vic will be having their Committee Of
Management Meeting in Pomonal. How and where to entertain some fellow native plant
enthusiasts like ourselves, is in the initial thinking stage. Ideas are welcome.
Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd October is the 39th Pomonal Native Flower Show. (As the 2020
display at the Pomonal General store had a write up in the GA magazine, that was the 38th). Ideas
are in the initial planning stage, if you would like to be part of the planning group for this, please let
Andrea know.

President’s Message
We’re well into 2021 now. I don’t know about
you, but I definitely prefer these mild days with
regular rainfall to the hot summers we often
have, and most plants in our gardens seen to
take my side on this. I have never seen the trees
in the area look so well with so much new
growth. Our Kangaroo Paws are blooming
prolifically, very appreciative of the extra
moisture, and are producing enough nectar for
regular visits by Eastern Spinebills, Silvereyes &
New Hollands. I encourage you all to come to
the upcoming KP session; the more Kangaroo
Paws the merrier!
I also encourage you to share your thoughts regarding the group. 2020 was not a red letter year by
any means, and I know I speak for most when I say I miss our meetings, chats over a cuppa and
strolls around gardens. We will try to do as much of that as possible this year, and welcome any
ideas and feedback from you.
Best wishes
John

Leptospermum aka Tea-trees by Catherine Pye
I was told that I have four types of Tea-trees on my property, but we had not identified which ones
these were. Looking in the books there was a confusing array and dispute over what types and
where.
Luckily for me, Neil and Wendy Marriott came around to do a plant survey and showed me the
difference between the four. We have the River and Heath Tea-tree and the Prickly and Manuka.
The leaves do look different with some being less spiky than others and some are rounded. I don’t
think I would have noticed without someone directing me in the right direction.
I decided to do further investigation into the different Tea-trees and how to tell them apart. I refer
you to Gariwerd Colours Stefan Schultz. In this book, Stefan divides Tea-trees into those
with hairy hypanthiums and those without, referring to five species found in the Grampians.
Hmm...What is a hypanthium? The cup like base of the flower apparently, and an excellent way to
narrow down the potential species. Except that this only works if the plant is in flower. Luckily, I
also noticed that some species are currently flowering and others are not and some were flowering
in October. This seems to be another way to distinguish the species. Today I went for a walk in the
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These pictures were taken on our property.
Tea-trees have such a beautiful flower.

Wonderland up to the Pinnacle and noted Tea-tree
in flower and looked closely at the hypanthium and
discovered it was quite hairy and in fact woolly.
Maybe this is the Woolly Teatree which we don’t
have on our property. Very pretty. It is the only Tea
Tree in Stefan’s book that is in flower at the
moment with a woolly hypanthium. So next time
you walk up from the Wonderland take a look at
the Woolly Tea-tree otherwise known as
Leptospermum lanigerum.
In October when Margo, Clive, Neil and I went to
the Victoria Valley we found a mass of flowering
Teatrees some with jewel beetles. Likely to be
Heath Tea-tree Leptospermum myrsinoides.

Another Tea-tree by Phil Williams

I’d decided to include this picture of a Tea-tree which was flowering in my garden in
November, before I received Catherine’s article. It fits in very well because it is another
Grampians species, and the only endemic one. It is Leptospermum turbinatum, or Shiny
Tea-tree. It is common in higher, rocky areas including the Pinnacle. Unlike the ones
Catherine found difficult to identify, this one in unmistakeable (when in flower) because it
has the largest flower of
any in Victoria.
Left picture is of a rare
pink flowered form from
near the summit of Mt.
William. Normally
flowers are white.
Another feature of this
species is the way the
leaf colour can vary,
from green to a dark bronze.The right picture
shows a bronze leaf specimen with white flowers.
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Members’ Book Recommendations
I recently purchased David Attenborough’s book “A Life on our Planet” and read it in two days
(a record for me!). It is the most significant book I have read on the state of the world and hope
for the future is in our hands now. I have lent a copy to the Ararat Advocate and I am hoping
that Jack Ward will write a review for the paper. I am not up to writing a review myself, as I am
copying the information from the dust jacket
“A Life on our Planet My Witness Statement for the Future”
“As a young man, I felt that I was out there in the wild, experiencing the untouched natural world
— but it was an illusion, The tragedy of our time has been happening all around us, barely
noticeable from day to day — the loss of our planet’s wild places, its biodiversity.
I have been witness to this decline, A Life on our Planet is my witness statement, and a vision
for the future. It is the story of how we came to make this, our greatest mistake — and how if we
act now, we can yet put it right. We have one final chance to create the perfect home for
ourselves and restore the wonderful world we inherited. All we need is the will to do so.”
We share the Earth with the living world — the most remarkable life-support system imaginable,
constructed over billions of years. The planet’s stability has wavered just as its biodiversity has
declined — the two things are bound together. To restore the planet therefore, we must restore
its biodiversity, the very thing we have removed. It is the only way out of the crisis that we
ourselves have created. We must rewild the world.”
Tom Banfield
SEEING TREES A Poetic Arboretum. Published by Pinyon Publishing August 2020.
“The poems are written by Dr Glen Phillips, poet and
professor, born 1936 in Southern Cross, Western Australia.
He has taught all his working life and is internationally
published with 25 books, 10 short stories and hundreds of
poems Glen is Director of Edith Cowan University’s
International Centre for Landscape and Language in Perth,
and Dr John Charles Ryan, born in New Jersey in the US and
currently living in Western Australia. His writing draws largely
on the relationship of creativity and plant life, a concept called
‘ecopoetics’.”
My Perth daughter in law Cathy, sent this book to me for
Christmas. It is an absolute delight to read and a perfect gift
for Aussie plant nerds and nature lovers. Poetry is not
something I might seek out, but sitting down with this book a
smile wasn’t far from my face. Whimsical and beautiful
observations and canny links. I see it is available on Book
Depository.
Margaret Burbidge
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Halls Gap Botanic Garden News
We are looking forward to APS coming to the garden on February 16, and we look forward to
showing you some of the changes since your last visit.
We are very happy to report that we have been granted a large proportion of what we applied to the
Department of the Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) for last year. We will be able
to completely revamp our ageing and inadequate watering system, build a new shed to be our
office and library, purchase a portable toilet for volunteers, have a series of information boards
about how the traditional owners used different plants for food and medical uses. We will have to
wait for connection to electricity and solar panels and art to accompany the indigenous signs, both
of which we will apply for in future grant opportunities. But we will be busy enough with these. Just
have to wait for the money to actually arrive so we can sign contracts.
Also, the new Peaks Trail will be coming through the garden. You may already have seen the arrow
signs, but coming soon are improvement to the paths the walkers will take and some work on the
narrow gates to make sure they stand up to the extra traffic. We need to ensure they self-close so
we keep the deer and wallabies out.
It’s probably time to give you some background information about the garden and its history.
The Botanic Garden is situated on approximately 2 hectares of Crown Land administered by the
DELWP, and managed on its behalf by the Halls Gap Caravan Park and Recreation Reserve
Committee of Management. Funding for the garden mainly comes from the CAHG and the HG Rec
Reserve. Grants have been sought from various bodies, mostly successfully.
Purpose of the Garden (unchanged since 1996):
1. To provide in a single area as wide a sample as possible of the indigenous Grampians flora,
given the limitations of the site and of our resources of time, energy, money and skills.
2. To make this area easily accessible to all, so that those with physical disabilities or with limited
time available can see a good representation of native flora.
3. To provide a resource that is both educational and an attraction to tourists, thereby enhancing
the appeal of Halls Gap.
4. To provide an attractive entrance to the National Park by enhancing the natural beauty of the
land and making it a suitable place for quiet contemplation.
5. To complement the annual Grampians Wildflower Show, not only through being a conveniently
situated natural display but also by providing specimens for the Show, thereby minimising the
amount of material that needs to be obtained under licence from the National Park.
Some history:
Prior to the Garden’s establishment in 1996, the land had no specific use and was a degraded area
of manna gum and swamp gum forest with middle storey scrub, some shrubs, ferns and rushes, but
a preponderance of bracken, exotic weeds and plants from early settlement.
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A Federal Government grant of $26,000 was obtained in 1996 under the Forest Ecotourism
Program for replanting with indigenous plants, for constructing about 1 km. of walking tracks,
together with the footbridge across Stony Creek, a wetland boardwalk and an information shelter,
and for interpretive signage and plant labelling. The work of initial establishment fell largely on to
community volunteers.
Then came the severe drought in the early 2000s. In 2004 it was recognised that there was a
need for a revitalisation of the Botanic Garden project. The small core of continuing volunteers
had dwindled markedly in both numbers and energy levels, owing to the ageing process.,
together with the loss of some plants resulting from drought and other natural (and some human)
causes.
Since then a lot of work has gone in. Much effort has gone into new plants, keeping existing
plants alive, weeding and mowing. The long drought from about 2000 to 2010 had a solid impact
on the garden, as did the flood of 2011. Outside volunteers such as Conservation Volunteers,
Work for the Dole, Drought Relief teams have helped on short term projects. The garden was
fenced in 2008 to keep deer and macropods out (essential!), with decorative gates. Parks Vic
donated us some no longer needed fencing: all we had to do was dig it up and install it! And
Wayne Dickinson created the beautiful main gate. After the 2011 flood the NG Shire helped
hugely to restore our paths, and the Recreation Reserve committee paid for tree removal. A shed
and water tank were installed, and some improvements to the water supply were made.
Recent improvements:
Grants and gifts have enabled us to build a large shade shelter and furnish it, install a solar
powered fountain and pond in memory of the builders of the water supply fluming to Stawell,
establish various attractions for young children and more. One of our volunteers (who actually
lives in Ballarat but has a cottage here) has given many of our plants labels. We also have some
signs with information about plant families scattered through the garden.
We are grateful to APS and Jallukar landcare for the plants we have received over the past
couple of years. As some of our plants age we will need to look at replacing them. We can never
have more than a fraction of what grows out in the National Park - some resist cultivation, some
are very fussy about soil and location, and we are all part time untrained volunteers. We look
forward to working with WAMA who are establishing a garden out on the plain at Pomonal. They
will be able to grow plants which object to our cloudy valley, we can grow shade loving plants
which they can’t. We also will be working in cooperation with Brambuk who hope to improve their
garden too.
I could go on with information about various policies, like pesticide use (minimal), health, etc but
you can always ask me. We have some information on our facebook page too.
We are very much in need of volunteers. In 2021 we will be holding working bees on the 2nd and
4th Fridays, but some volunteers just come when they can. We would welcome any of you APS
folk to join us.
Margo Sietsma 0429201139
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A visit to Canberra Botanic Garden in December
When the travel restrictions eased I took the opportunity of making a visit to Canberra to catch up
with various family members. My sister in law is a regular volunteer at their Botanic garden which
is exclusively Australian natives and I went there twice.
They have a fascinating new banksia garden to celebrate their 50th birthday. At the moment it
looks rather bare and the plants are new and small, but it should look excellent in a few years.
Around the garden are signs about the plants and there’s a fascinating article on the challenges
they faced in their members journal ‘Fronds’, December 2020, which I will bring to the next
meeting.
Many of the banksias are from WA where the climate and soil are totally different to Canberra’s.
So, after experimentation, they removed the top layer of soil and replaced it with mounds of
specialised growing mix. The mounds are to make sure the heavy Canberra summer rainfall can
drain away quickly. The growing mix contains coarse and fine ash (coal power station waste),
sandy soil, potting mix and coir.
Of course I also walked around the rest of the garden and spent too much money in their
bookshop. I highly recommend this garden to you all.
Margo Sietsma
The editor has kindly given me permission to talk about the book I have put together in 2020 and
which Anthea Nicholls has helped edit and published
through her Pomonal Press. It’s for sale in Halls Gap and
Pomonal for $25.
Back in 1985, when the Grampians National Park had only
just been proclaimed, I decided the best way for me to
explain what a special place it is was to keep a journal of
what I did each time I came here, the walks I did, the
events I attended, my researches in libraries etc. So that’s
what I did in 1986. Each time I left my home in Hampton,
Melbourne to come to our simple holiday house in Halls
Gap I wrote a fairly detailed description of the day. But then
other books were published, notably Jane Calder’s, and I
did nothing with it. Then in 2016 I found it on my computer
and decided that, 30 years on, it had become history. So I
started adding the observations of a full time resident in
2016 to each of the entries I had made in 1986 as a visitor.
Then came all the work of checking things, deciding on
layout and chapters, proofreading, fonts etc. I never
realised how much work there is after you think you have
finished! But thanks to Anthea’s skill and software the book was in print by November 2020. It’s
idiosyncratic, but I’m encouraged by the warm responses I’m getting.
Margo Sietsma
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Bogong Walk December 2020 by Catherine Pye
Walking up Staircase spur to Mt Bogong is quite an adventure. We started walking around 6pm and
enjoyed the quiet of walking up in the cool of the evening, seeing the vegetation change with height
and looking forward to the next bend. Peppermint and Mountain Ash with fern and pomaderris
understorey merging into Mountain Grey gum then Alpine Ash and finally and abruptly Snowgum.
I like Snowgums, especially the gnarled and convoluted aged one. The leaves dance in the wind like
silvery fish shoals, and the bark is a delight of subtle silver, green, brown and russet strips, enhanced
by rain. The appearance of snowgums mean that we are getting close to our camp spot.
The next morning was a crystal clear calm, sunlight casting disorienting shadows as we headed up a

tunnel of enveloping snowgums and bossiaeas.
Emerging from the tunnel at the treeline, we were greeted by a view of blue ridge upon blue ridge all
the way to the white cloud capped Main Range
At this point the snowgums give way abruptly to
alpine meadows bedecked with a multicoloured
mantle of flowers. Swathes of orange peas,
patches of snow white daisies with golden centres
and shimmering silver grey leaves. Tiny violets
nestling in sheltered hollows.
A breathless summit and plateau, that on top of the
world feeling, with 360o views, Feathertop’s narrow
summit, Buffalo’s serrated crest, Cobbler’s distant

distinctive three-tiered top.
Contouring round to Quartz ridge, easy now post

fire, the resilient regenerating alpine shrubs adding
a bounce to our steps. Pre-fire the shrubs were
woody ancient bonsai, their skeletal stems stark
reminders of the conflagration.

Australian Plants Society Grampians Newsletter

8

Clouds of metallic green beetles fill the air and shrubs in reproductive frenzy. We make our way down a
switch back of rocky tops to the treeline then weave our way through the
orange and white flowered shrubs and sheltering
snowgums. It has been 15 years since the fires and still
the snowgums have only grown to 1/3 their original
height.
Purple-lilac trigger plant flowers everywhere dabbing
hungry insects with a tuft of pollen. Their leaf rosettes
like herds of tiny green echidnas. We camp on a
suitable green grassy spot and settle in for the night.
Next day we are greeted with a cool grey misted
morning as we head up onto the aptly named Grey
Hills. We find the track has been recently cleared
except for a couple of short sections, where pushing through the head-high alpine shrubbery is a reminder
of what it used to be like. I nearly step on a small copperhead trying to catch the wane sun and carefully
walk around it. It hardly moves and must still be cool in the early morning. Our final climb is to the Crows
Nest and the High Plains.
The High Plains! An expansive undulating alpine garden, a mosaic of colours and textures sitting above
the treeline.

We sidle along a low ridge with creeks either side and join the plains proper. Thankfully the cattle are long
gone, together with the flies and trampled alpine bogs and streamlines. In the distance an intrusive Falls
Creek looks utterly out of place, I avoid looking at it.
Eventually we head down through the treeline to camp on one of the grassy glades amongst
sheltering snowgums. The new Ropers hut is nearby,
along with 5 tents and associated people, some
sort of school group. The hut chimney pours out smoke
using wet wood.
Overhead we hear and see wing flapping and begging
fledgling Ravens with their continuous
plaintive calls that turns to a gurgle once stressed parents
stuff food into gaping mouths.
The next day the descent down Duane’s Spur to Big River
is less steep but prettier than I remember.
Initially we weave through grassy glades and snowgums
that slowly give way to Alpine Ash as the ridge steepens
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and narrows heading down to the river. The temperature drops and green ferny lushness increases as we
descend. Just as well the level is low, a little over knee deep but quite fast.
My feet tingle in the cold water.
We re-boot and head up T-spur, the first 150m out of the river is a steep grunt, the angle then
relents and the ridge continues easily with one a few steeper steps. We stop for lunch where the
ridge finally levels off near the top. Expansive views back to the High Plains, blue sky with occasional fluffy
white clouds.
On up to the old Madison hut site where the snow gums give way to a winding grassy valley that
wends its way up to Cleve Cole Hut. We refill water bottles with clear creek water, then have to
empty out the mayfly nymphs that were sucked in!
Cleve Cole sits in a pool of snowgums shade. It is still early, so we head up towards the plateau and
summit.
We discuss camping options and decide to take
advantage of the relatively calm conditions and
camp on top. We have the entire place to ourselves,
except for the ever present insects, several
pippits, and a kestrel, which skims low over the plateau
like a russet maltese cross, occasionally
hovering or stopping for prey. The light changes
continuously as the sun slowly sinks behind the high
plains. Clarity and contrast intensify and the world takes
on a subtle golden hue before being
replaced by a short-lived red glow as the sun drops
behind Mt Buffalo.
A stiff morning breeze means care is required in taking down the tent. We have a small audience of three
pippits, they must see many people but probably not many tents. A lone raven floats over. I search
amongst the rocks of the cairn for Bogong Moths but can’t find any. Once they would have been
everywhere. I hope they have not gone for good, so much depended on them.
So easy and carefree heading down the upper ridge, towards the tree line and civilisation. Passing
Snowgum, alpine ash, mountain grey gum and finally the majestic mountain ash to the carpark.
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Whats In Flower this Summer by Neil Marriott
What a crazy summer! One week icy cold, the next a
heat wave, the next tropical rains!! Seems we have
had it all this summer, but the gardens are looking
great and loving the big soaking!!
We have had a wonderful display of summer
flowering Mallee Eucalypts this summer, starting
with our numerous Eucalyptus macrocarpa. This
year we have had massed flowering and had both
subspecies macrocarpa and its dwarf cousin
subspecies elachantha flowering.
Eucalyptus macrocarpa ssp elachantha N Marriott

One of the most amazing plants I have ever seen in
the wild is Anthotroche walcottii, which we
discovered on our Birdswing Wildflower tours
growing in the mulga country inland from Geraldton,
WA. This strange plant has dense, velvety leaves
and incredibly beautiful purple- violet-black furry
flowers. It is only a low growing plant to around 0.5m
under cultivation, and is extremely drought tolerant.
We were lucky to be able to buy a couple at the
Kings Park plant sale a few years ago, and they
flowered beautifully this summer.
Anthotroche walcottii N Marriott

Also flowering well this summer is a lovely prostrate
form of Alyogyne huegelii which I struck from
cuttings from Brian Freeman’s garden when our
Grampians Group visited his lovely garden a couple
of years ago. As with its normal upright form, it has
proven to be very hardy to both cold wet winters and
hot dry summers. This spring and now into summer
it is putting on a beautiful display of large showy
hibiscus flowers.
Alyogyne huegelii prostrate form N Marriott

Also from the West is a lovely myrtle, as of yet
unnamed, that was discovered along the Cascades
Rd that runs through superb wilderness between
Lake King and Esperance. This plant is currently
known as Hypocalymma species ‘Cascades’, and I
was lucky to be able to buy one as a grafted plant
from Phil Vaughan. It has grown strongly to around
0.2 x 0.6m flowering beautifully each year from late
spring to summer with very large open cerise-pink
flowers.
Hypocalymma species ‘Cascades’ N Marriott
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Calothamnus roseus N Marriott

Our Calothamnus or ‘One-sided Bottlebrush’ are
sadly a very neglected group of Western
Australian plants. I have always liked them, and so
have begun a collection of the genus. One of the
best for early summer flowering is Calothamnus
roseus Barrens Claw-flower –it is a beauty. Its
flowers are a distinct rose colour, hence the
scientific name. It is a very rare species in the wild,
being confined to a small area in Fitzgerald River
National Park. Like all Calothamnus, it is extremely
hardy, being tolerant of cold and wet, frosts and
drought. My plants are now around 1.5m with
lovely fine green leaves and compact habit.

Pileanthus rubronitidus N Marriott

Another spectacular member of the Myrtle family
from the West is the genus Pileanthus, the
‘Coppercups’. This is a small genus of
approximately 8 species, all of which are found in
the northern Kwongan sandplains from north of
Perth up to Shark Bay –they all grow in deep white
sands in an area that has very hot dry summers,
and mild, wet winters. I have several species,
mostly grafted, as they are generally difficult to
grow on their own roots. My Pileanthus
rubronitidus are now rounded shrubs around 1.2m
and are truly spectacular when in full flower.
Then there are the summer flowering Banksias,

Banksia goodii N Marriott

most of which have flowered profusely this
season, following good spring rains. One of the
showiest of these this year would have to be
the ‘Sceptre Banksia’ Banksia sceptrum from
around Kalbarri. But most exciting of all, although
far from spectacular was the flowering of my
‘Sceptre Banksia’ Banksia sceptrum N Marriott
cherished plant of Banksia goodii This species is
close to extinct in the wild, this time to the north and east of Albany in WA. Banksia goodii is a
low, groundcover with unusual tan flower spikes. I am now hoping that my plant sets some viable
seed so we can grow several more of this extremely rare species.
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Finally, another Western myrtle that flowers
for many months through the heat of summer
is Verticordia grandis ‘Scarlet Featherflower’.
This beauty also needs grafting to succeed
in most Eastern gardens. My plants are now
1-1.6m tall and getting a bit old and leggy,
but they respond to heavy pruning,
something I will do at the end of summer.
Despite this, they flower heavily with their
spectacular scarlet flowers attracting lots of
honeyeaters to the garden.

Verticordia grandis ‘Scarlet Featherflower’ N Marriott

These Correas in Janes Garden show
the almost immediate impact summer
rain can have.
Even the Wild Boys look pleased!
Phil

The newsletter will only continue if it has material to include. If you value the newsletter and
enjoy reading it please consider making a contribution.
Contributions in any form, physical or digital are welcome. Items submitted on paper, for example
photos, will be scanned and returned. subject matter need not be limited to native plants, but can
also include anything you think members may find interesting.
Email: mailto:grampiansnewsletter@apsvic.org.au or by phone: 0438 566 250 or by post to:
Phil Williams P.O. Pomonal 3381
Thanks to everyone for their contributions to this issue.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/APS-Grampians-Group-960723023989990/
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