June 2021

NEXT MEETING

Halls Gap Botanic Garden
Saturday 19th June
Meet at 12.00pm
BYO picnic lunch and chairs.
Barbecue will be available.

During this time of Covid so many events have been organised only for them to be cancelled at
the last minute to comply with the ever changing restrictions, so be prepared for the possibility
of last minute changes. At the time of writing, outdoor gatherings are restricted to twenty, but the
expectation is that this will be increased to fifty from next Thursday.
Many members requested that we should have day time meetings during winter, and that they
should be held on weekends, so that most members could attend.
It will be a very sad gathering this time as we mourn the loss of Pete and Terry, but we must
also celebrate the huge contribution they both made to our group. They will be sorely missed.
Our last visit to this garden was in the middle of summer (Feb 2019) so it will be interesting to
see it in winter. Weather permitting, we can also take a gentle stroll along the creek to Venus
Baths.
For those unfamiliar with the Botanical
Garden see map left. The best place to park
is by the Tennis Courts off School Road.
Tennis Court
Park Here

I’m hoping that we may be able to revert to
monthly newsletters in the future instead of
current occasional issues, but it’s been
difficult to maintain during these uncertain
times, and as always it depends on
contributions from members.
Phil Williams
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APS GG April meeting.
Our first Hall meeting for a long time.
Attila Kapitany travelled up from Melbourne with his wife Michelle & a good number of APS
GG members and some guests (a warm welcome to new member-on-the-night Margot
Galletly from Halls Gap) came out on a chilly April night for a presentation on Xerophytes, a
flower table, raffle and a cuppa.
The talk could have been better entitled Xanthorrhea and other drought-tolerant plants, since
much of the talk was devoted to grass trees from all over Australia. Attila kept up a cracking
pace and hardly drew breath, interspersing descriptions of plants with amusing asides of
where they were when such-and-such a photo was taken, how far they’d driven to get there,
and snaps of the local wildlife.
We all know the local grass tree flower spikes so, posed Attila, how could
the spikes be referred to as “kangaroo tails”? Of course he had something
up his sleeve, so we shouldn’t have been surprised to see the next slides

There were photos
of kangaroos
drinking pooled rain
puddles on an
outback SA road
after a long dry
period (respecting
the white line),
The smallest
grass trees

.. and the largest
(Michelle is that dot at the
base of the 3rd trunk).

And then some did-you-knows. Did you know that thousands of tons of grass tree resin was
harvested for wood stains, perfumes, polishes, sealing wax, picric acid etc. Picric acid?
Yes, a pale yellow, odourless crystalline solid that has been used as a military explosive, as a
yellow dye, and as an antiseptic; in fact its shipment to Germany was banned pre-war, due
to its use in explosives. By the early 1900s, several Xanthorrhea species were harvested to
near extinction, before federal protection was introduced.
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Then Attila spoke of Stylidium. In the last
20 years about 80 new species have been
identified, making it the 5th largest genus
in Australia. Many are very lovely and
delicate; many more are yet to be described.

Then came protocarniverous plants: plants that can trap insects, but not yet with the ability to
digest them.

Then came Dasypogon, Drachophyllum and Richea, to name but three.
An informative and entertaining evening. Thank you Attila.
John King
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Mosaic Burning Trials at Panrock Ridge
Since the erection of our vermin proof fence around 20
acres at the top of our ridge, we have
experienced massive growth of both our native grasses
as well as the numerous exotic grasses that occur on
our property. Due to its history of heavy overgrazing by
vast numbers of feral rabbits as well as large mobs of
sheep prior to our ownership, exotic grasses are
numerous in many areas of the property. However there
are also many species of native grasses, including
several rare and
endangered ones!

Standing guard with hose while patch burning behind
house - Wendy Marriott

Wetting down shrubs on the edge of our rainforest
Wendy Marriott

Sunny standing guard at a small patch burn - note
mowed perimeter to control spread
Wendy Marriott
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An unforseen effect of the exclusion of feral rabbits,
hares, foxes, cats and deer was the unfortunate
exclusion of our native herbivores kangaroos and
wallabies. This has led to the explosion of grasses
inside the fence compared with well grazed bushland
outside. In order to control this excessive growth, we
have adopted an attempt to replicate the mosaic
burning practises of our traditional owners of this land.
At the same time we have used fire to try and burn out
the exotic annual grasses, in the hope that
they will not cope as well as our perennial native
grasses. Amazingly so far this seems to be working,
especially when burns are carried out early in autumn,
immediately after restrictions are lifted. At this time of
the year the grasses are very dry and the days are still
or with only a gentle breeze. As the autumn days get
cooler, dewy nights slow mosaic burns, and if left too
late we have found that weeds, particularly green weeds
such as dandelions and Cats Ears can survive the
burns and drop much seed onto the burnt areas. As a
result these need to be immediately dug up and
removed by hand before seed drop occurs.
Amazingly, within a few days of rains the native grass
tussocks are re-shooting and the whole area is greening
up, but now with inter-tussock spaces and almost totally
free of exotic grasses. We are now trying to establish
native grassland daisies and other inter-tussock
grassland species into these spaces. Last year we also
planted small numbers of Trailing Hop-bush Dodonaea
procumbens and Running Postman Kennedia prostrata
into inter-tussock spaces and these are currently
coming on well. However, being perennial, these plants,
like our existing Cranberry Heath Styphelia humifusa
(formerly Astroloma humifusum) have to be wet down
and kept sprayed during burns to ensure they don’t get
damaged or burnt while they are establishing.
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This is a very exciting project, and we hope we are
doing it correctly. We had hoped to engage Koori
experts to train the members of Jallukar Landcare
Group Grasslands Group in the art of mosaic burning,
but this has not happened yet. We will keep trying to
enlist Koori elders to train us, but in the meantime we
will continue carrying out our annual autumn burns. In
doing this we hope to restore our native grassy
woodlands while massively reducing the annual threat of
bushfires, with areas that have been burnt invariably
becoming a mass of green actively growing native
grasses by the next summer.
Mosaic burning is not the faint hearted – it requires very
careful preparation to ensure that burns do not escape
or get out of control. Only burn small areas at a time – don’t try
and do the whole area at once. This is highly risky as well as
defeating the whole Koori philosophy of only doing small patches,
surrounded by unburnt areas. Make sure you only burn where you
have hoses that will reach, and thoroughly wet down all perimeters
to the planned burn. Ideally these perimeters should be mowed to
remove all standing dead grasses. As well as having hoses on
hand, I always have my full fire- fighting backpack ready, just in
case a fire does jump a control line beyond the reach of the hoses.

Completed small burn behind house - Neil Marriott

We have now been carrying out mosaic burns on our property for
over five years, and those areas originally burnt now look like
native grassland. Our plan is to burn all areas, and then return to
the start and re-burn as inter-tussock spaces re-fill with dead grass
material. In this way we hope we will eventually eradicate most
annual grasses and other weeds, thereby creating wonderfully rich
and healthy native grasslands. If you are interested I am only too
happy to discuss mosaic burning with you, but always remember,
that no burning off can begin until fire restrictions are removed.
Neil Marriott
Close up of above burn - note surviving
weeds as this burn was a little too late in
the season - Neil Marriott

Mosaic burn after 3 weeks. Mowed track used as
firebreak. Compare unburnt area on left.

Australian Plants Society Grampians Newsletter

Regrowth of Kangaroo Grass and Weeping Grass 3 weeks
after burn. Compare with unburnt areas either side.
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Kangaroo paws

Afternoon workshop and presentation with David and Linda Handscombe Wednesday 7th April 2021
There was a great turn out to this event and it felt just like old times with Linda and David sharing their
knowledge and wisdom and a very enjoyable afternoon and evening was had by all.
We met out the front of Barneys (where else for a
session on kangaroo paws with Barneys’ front garden
boasting large clumps a metre wide and almost two
metres high?)
They had brought with them one clump to show us
how to divide them and also dug up one of the large
clumps at Barneys to demonstrate the same and
once these had been divided we all came away with
two small kangaroo paw ’fans’ with roots potted up to
plant in our own gardens.
Dave then showed us how to prune them right back,
emphasising the need to wear goggles and masks as
they have small hairs that can cause irritation if
ingested or get into your eyes. Autumn is the perfect
time for this and you can remove all the old flower
scapes (stems) and untidy leaves. They can be cut
back with shears, a whipper snipper or even burnt.
In late winter/ early Spring they should be fed with a
handful of pelletised chicken manure.
David addressing the group

We then all went inside to have a slide presentation
and a delicious meal.

Here is some more information on kangaroo paws:
Kangaroo paws are members of the Haemodoraceae family along
with Conostylis and Blancoa.
They fall into two genera, Anigozanthos and Macropidia.
There are 11 species of Anigozanthos and several subspecies. The
species are: bicolour, flavidus,
gabrieliae, humilis, kalbarriensis, manglesii, onycis, preissii,
pulcherrimus, rufus, and viridis.
There are also many hybrid kangaroo paws on the market with
cultivar names.
There is one species of Macropidia and that is fuliginosa [the black
and green kangaroo paw].
All kangaroo paws occur in South West Western Australia from
Shark Bay north of Perth to
Esperance.
They appear in areas with an annual rainfall greater than 500mm.
They love being in full sun.
The flowers are frost sensitive and humidity encourages ink spot.
They prefer well-drained acidic sands or sandy loams and will not
survive permanent wet.
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Below are some of the varieties available which may help you choose which one to buy!
Tall cultivars (up to 2m tall ) are long-lived, vigorous growers and resistant to fungal disease. They include
hybrids between Anigozanthos flavidus and Anigozanthos pulcherrimus (with flowers of red, orange and
yellow) as well as between Anigozanthos flavidus x rufus group (with flowers of bright red, burgundy or
orange-red). Among these tall cultivars are:
Anigozanthos ‘Orange Cross’ - Evergreen perennial to 1.5m tall with orange flowers in summer
Anigozanthos ‘Big Red’ - Evergreen perennial to 2m tall with bright red flowers from spring to autumn.
Anigozanthos ‘Yellow’ - Evergreen perennial to 2m tall with yellow flowers from spring to autumn.
Anigozanthos ‘Golden girl’ - Evergreen perennial to 1.2m tall with golden flowers
Anigozanthos ‘Regal Velvet’ - Evergreen perennial to 1.4m tall with red/green flowers
Dwarf and small cultivars are short-lived but flower over a long period of time and make great container
plants or cut flowers. They result from crosses between Anigozanthos flavidus and Anigozanthos humilis or
gabrieliae.
Among these dwarf kangaroo paws are:
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Ranger’ - Has orange flowers and grows to 50cm tall
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Pearl’ - Has vibrant pink flowers all year round in frost free positions
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Gold’ - Prolific yellow flowers and grows 50 to 80cm tall
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Ballad’ - Deep red flowers nearly all year and can grow 50 to 80cm tall.
Jocelyn King

Correas in our Garden May 2021
Just a few pictures of some of the showy Correas we
admired when we looked around our garden with May’s
guest speakers David and Barbara Pye:
One of the showiest at present is a self-sown seedling of
Correa pulchella that came up between a pink form and an
orange form of this species of Correa. As you will see in the
pictures below, this is an extremely showy open low shrub.
However it is growing through the plants it germinated
under, so my plans are to take cuttings from it, then remove
it before it smothers the rare Grevilleas! I do not plan to
name or market this plant as there are too many Correa
hybrids and selections on the market already! However it
does make a lovely showy plant, so I plan to grow a
Correa pulchella –self sown seedling Neil Marriott
number around the garden where they will make a bold
show while attracting lots of honeyeaters.
Another form of Correa pulchella that always makes a
spectacular show is Correa pulchella ‘Autumn Blaze’. Sadly
this selection looks identical to Correa pulchella ‘Wreck of
the Ethel’ and is most likely the very same plant. It is very
disappointing that nurseries are simply giving their own
fancy name to various plants, and then marketing them as
their own selection. I am not sure why, but this has
happened more with Correas than any other genus of
Australian plants. This simply leads to confusion in the
nursery trade and everyone finishes up not knowing what
plant is what! Pity we can’t do a simple DNA test to
Correa pulchella –self sown seedling coming up
determine what is authentic and what is the imposter!
through Grevillea dryandroides Neil Marriott
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In our garden Correa pulchella is the hardiest of all the
Correas, and by a long shot! It is drought hardy, tolerates full
sun to semi-shade and grows readily in a range of soils, so
long as they are well drained. Another wonderful feature is the
range of colours now available for the garden, ranging through
the typical oranges, through pinks, reds and even pure white.
Flowering begins in early autumn and runs right through winter
in the better forms.
Correa reflexa on the other hand is one of our touchiest, with
the best being Correa reflexa var angustifolia Grampians
Common Correa. Undoubtedly this survives for us in our
garden due to our free draining sandy loams. Once established
Correa pulchella –‘Autumn Blaze’ Neil Marriott
it tolerates long dry summers and semi to full shade and
flowers profusely from late summer right into autumn. Most
other forms of Correa reflexa require grafting onto a hardy rootstock such as Correa glabra. The two forms of
Correa reflexa var speciosa pictured are both grafted plants from Phil Vaughan.

Correa reflexa var speciosa long flowered form
Wendy Mariott

Correa reflexa var speciosa large flowered form
Neil Marriott

Neil Marriott

An interesting item from ABC News
This is the first known photo of a critically
endangered wildflower not seen in the
wild for more than three decades.
The remarkable discovery of the
Scaevola macrophylla flower, on Western
Australia’s south coast, is just the fourth
recorded sighting of the species in 180
years.
Known as the large-flowered scaevola, it
germinates after fire with its seeds able to
lay dormant for decades.
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Eucalypts.

When I think of Eucalypts
In Australia, Eucalypts are so ubiquitous that sometimes you don’t see them. They are part of the
background, but when you do start to look at them, they are always beautiful, interesting and full of
character.
Overseas when you see a Eucalypt, you are surprised and say, “Oh look, there is a eucalypt” and it
reminds you of Australia.
Eucalypts have been exported everywhere including north west Scotland, Brazil, Nepal, Chile, Pakistan
and the USA.
They are real survivors and have a phenomenal capacity for life and the ability to bounce back.
They are like a corner post of most Australian ecosystems and unique in a whole range of ways. One of
them is the fact that they are bird and bat pollinated which is unusual for a tree.
In fact, we would not have a lot of native animals especially our honey eaters and lorikeets without
eucalypts.
Although they can be hard to identify in terms of species, their appearance is extremely characteristic when you see one you immediately recognise it to be a eucalypt.
How Eucalyptus got its name.
In 1770 when Captain James Cook first came to Australia, botanists Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander
collected plants, one of which was later called Eucalyptus gummifera and another Eucalyptus platyphylla.
In 1777, on Captain Cook’s third expedition, David Nelson collected a eucalypt from Bruny Island off
Tasmania and this species was named Eucalyptus obliqua (messmate stringybark) by L’Heritier a French
botanist. He named this from the Greek words eu and calyptos, meaning ‘well’ and ‘covered’, referring to
the caps on the flower buds.
Today over 900 species are recognised. In Victoria, there are 122 species and counting.
Many books have been written about identification including Leon Costermans: Trees of Victoria and
Native Trees and Shrubs of SE Australia, Brooker and Kleinig : Field Guide to Eucalypts part 1 and part 2.
The Flora of Victoria Volume 3 devotes a section to Eucalypt identification written by Ian Brooker. EUCLID
is a web-based tool with a phone App that can be used in the field and downloaded for offline use.
EUCLID has been developed by CSIRO, Australian National Herbarium and the Australian National
Botanic Gardens.
I have found these resources very helpful.
In the Grampians there are 21 different Eucalypts and these can be divided into smooth and rough barked
trees and mallees. Other characteristics such as arrangement, placement and number of buds, fruit size
and shape help with identification.
Catherine Pye

New Names to Learn

This is Flame Heath, a common and familiar local
species previously known as Astroloma conostephioides.
Now, along with its relative, Pine Heath, it is included in
the genus Stenanthera
Also the common Cranberry Heath, previously Astroloma
humifusum is now transfered to the genus Styphelia, so
becomes Styphelia humifusa.
Styphelia includes another familiar Grampians plant,
Golden Heath, Styphelia adscendens.
Also three of the Beard Heaths, previously in the genus
Leucopogon (rufus, woodsii and ericoides) are now also
in Styphelia.
Phil Williams
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Introducing a New Member
Hello members! I would like to introduce myself. I am a recent member of
APS Grampians, following some ‘gentle’ persuasion by Fiona Lucas, my
cousin. Fiona and I grew up in the vicinity of Donald. I spent my first ten years
at Cope Cope before moving into town. Regular excursions to Gariwerd,
participation in activities run by the Donald History and Natural History Society
with my parents, and the planting of native wind breaks on our property at
Cope Cope all fostered my love of native flora and fauna.
APS Keilor Plains members may have spotted a recent episode of ABC’s
Gardening Australia, about the natural wonders of Royal Park. I have taken on
some casual work for Serco who provide services to the City of Melbourne. My
Serco team is currently planting almost 35,000 native species in Royal Park.
Species include a range of herbs (eg. Arthropodium strictum, Chocolate Lily
and Calocephalus citreus, Lemon Beauty Heads, sedges (eg. Dianella longifolia, Blue Flax Lily and Juncus
flavidus, Yellow Rush) and grasses Austrostipa pubinodis, Tall Spear Grass and Dichelachne crinita, Long
Hair Plume Grass. Meanwhile I am also undertaking a Certificate III in Horticulture.
Meanwhile, I have made my
first attempt at germinating
native seeds. Seeds were
provided by Marj Seaton.
Banksia serrata (Saw Banksia)
and Acacia fimbriata (Brisbane
Golden Wattle), potted in early
April, are both doing well
although unlikely to be ready
for winter planting on Fiona
and John Lucas’ property.
Acacia pycnantha
Planting native grasses at Elliott Ave
Darren’s Banksia serrata seedlings
(Grampians form)
germinated, but then
perished, while Acacia glaucoptera (Clay Wattle) failed altogether. Two out of four ain’t bad!
Looking forward to meeting you all sometime when I am up to visit Fiona and John.
Darren McClelland

The newsletter will only continue if it has material to include. If you value the newsletter and
enjoy reading it please consider making a contribution.
Contributions in any form, physical or digital are welcome. Items submitted on paper, for example
photos, will be scanned and returned. subject matter need not be limited to native plants, but can
also include anything you think members may find interesting.
Email: mailto:grampiansnewsletter@apsvic.org.au or by phone: 0438 566 250 or by post to:
Phil Williams P.O. Pomonal 3381
Thanks to everyone for their contributions to this issue.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/APS-Grampians-Group-960723023989990/

APSVic Grampians Committee 2020-21
Office Bearers

President and Secretary: John King
Vice President: Neil Marriott
Treasurer: Catherine Pye

Ordinary Members
Ross Simpson
Phil Williams
Fiona Lucas
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Newsletter Editor: Phil Williams
Memberships: Catherine Pye
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