Australian PlanSociety (Victoria)

Kellor Plains
Group

Meetings
First Friday of the month (not Januars
7.50pm

Meetings and trips cancellashtil further notice

WINTER 2020 NUMBER 135

August 7 ASKHRneeting to be confirmed
September 3 ASKP maeting to be conirmed
September 14 ASKP spring tripargwarrin / Fralkston
October 2  ASKHneeting Plant table

October 911 ASKP Springip Wilsons Prom
October 24/25 FJC Rogers seminar

November 6 ASKP meeting tbe confirmed
November 14 ASK#ip to be confirmed

November 21 ASKRosts Vic APS meeting
December 4 ASKP meeting@hristmas breakup

Thanks to all those who organieer monthly meetings antli-monthly excursions as well as our
annualspring trip away.

The subcommittees that ceordinate the speakergand trips are always happy to receive
recommendationgor places to visit and sydcts for talksg especiallyif you®e willing to

step up and help

Contact Jason Caruso, Neil Duncan or orte@bther committee membes (see backage or
details)



From the Editog Neil Duncan

Welcome to the winter edition of the Keilor Plains APS newsletter. Unfortunately it has not been the
autumn we would have liked from a social viewpoint although the rains we had were very welcome
for our parched gardens. Many of you no doubt spent lots of time in the garden during lockdown
and for some it may be that yowake to spend more time in lockdown with the latest restrictions. |

put in a sand bed for the mainly WA plants that need the better drainage but | only had room for
about a third of the plants that needed to be planteds winter progesses many of our native

plants start to come into bloom and the cheery blossoms of the wattles lift our spirits as we await the
riot of colour of the spring flowering plants.

52y Qi F2NHESO (2 NB Inndr {Vinisard alled gerferd) otRaind/ 25" @coBes N
although the lectures will be delivered online and the two days will be devoted to garden visits.

Stay safe and happy gardening.

Membership Renewals 202P1:

LGQ&d YSYOSNRKALI GAYS I3FAYyS YR @2dz gAff KI €
Doug recently. This is just a reminder that membership is due fféduly, which keeps the

payment in the year it falls due. Our preference is for members to usM#drmabership

page on our website to complete the form online
https://www.apskeilorplains.org.au/membership.htmand remit fees by EFT to the bank

account provided on the form. Alternatively, you may wish to print the membership form

FGGdr OKSR (2 52dzaQa SYIFAfX I yRKEROBoX115 2 52dAx
Niddrie 3042, together with your payment.e@se email Doug omougdown@tpg.com.aif

you have any questions.

2 SONBE OSNIFAyte t221Ay3 F2NBFINR G2 &aSS e&2dz
activities.

Best wishes to you all,

Doug Down, Membershi@fficer

Lauren Eagle, Treasurer

Two beauties from Laure® garden



https://www.apskeilorplains.org.au/membership.html
mailto:dougdown@tpg.com.au

A Story Worth Telling; Trevor Blake

This story needs telling.

Sog SQNB Ay f 201 R &tédpivds burstily withddaisieb flonzNBES seed packet.
People were actually photographing it, so | collected seed, enough to cover a city block. In
fact the 2 big seed trays | planted erupted, | even contemplated whippppsntreatment.

What to do, no way could | toss them, so potting them on was a must. We are probably
looking at many hundreds of everlastingsacteantha bracteataAn SOS for tubes from

friends produced a good start and so the potting began. But whdbtwith them?

Neighbours! | circulated a note to our street where there were gardens with people who
obviously liked gardening and especially thagth native gardens. In my wanders around

the streets there were quite a few growing Australian plants. fE#sponse was great and

we have met some great peopléf they politely asked for ten they received 15+ The tubes
have been returned and constantly repotted. We have spread hundreds ammnchgeople

have taken them for friends and relatives.| had jusistied potting up the last of the crop

so | still have B00. Ournaturéd G NA L) KIFR ljdzAdGS | ¥FS¢6 YR L RAF
the result they have germinated in this pretty wet season and as well aBrdteantha
germinatingRhodanthe roseand anthemoidesare well on their way.There is almost no

place for weeds as daisies are dominating. | am going to let them go and see what happens
There will be a lot of eyes watching. What a fun time this lockdown has been. If there are
people in our group whavould like some freebies give us a c@i704379 or

mob. 0428284779
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Nature Strip Seedlings ready to go



Grow Wild: Gardening teustain wildlife in the Hepburn Shire
By Jill Teschendorff

Reviewed by Jane Canaway

When Jill Teschendorff and John Cable bought thein&tare block in Glenlyon 20 years
32> GKSNB ¢l ayQid YdzOK 2F | 3l NRSytagét¢y R A G gt
the Loddon River through the thickets of blackberry, gorse, phalaris, willows and other
weeds.
» They set about fixing both problems immediately with a
hectare of landscaped garden around the house, and the
rest dedicated to indigenous plants. Basg Jill chatted to
neighbours about revegetating the land, she realised
GKSNBE gSNB 3AFLA Ay LIS2LX SQa 1y
/ A Earadif) how they provide habitat and food for native animals.
A toa;uzg B Jill has been mentally planni@row Wildfor 20 years

4 wildiifelin The™h but, when she seured funding from the Hepburn Shire

Hepburn‘Shlre Council and Wombat Forestcare, the project became a
reality.
M’Y ?.3\\}. 5 The book was due for launch in March, just as Australia

| went into Covidlockdown, but despite the anticlimax it

has already sold more than 400 copies.
And nowonder.
LiQa | atAy @2ftdzyS 2F 2dzaid 71w
information on why biodiversity is important, how
gardens can help supportdtincluding basics such as design, soil preparation, weed control
and maintenance plus a wellllustrated setion on
recommended indigenous plants, then a solid list of
resources: where to buy local plants, organisations
interest, references and further reading.
My only criticism is that the Australian Plants Societ
is not listed among the organisationssAd omission
as Jill has accompanied the Keilor Plains group on
several outings and weekend trips, alongside her
sister, member Bronwyn Love.
However, a number of members supplied photos fo
the book, via Natureshare.
While the book is aimed at the Hepburn Shire area, and at those on larger blocks than are
usually found in the suburbs, the range of plant species is very similar to the Keilor Plains
and the sections on design, creating habitat, and the importance ofigiraywater is
relevant to all gardeners.
TITLE: Grow Wild
PUBLISHER: Wombat Forestcare
COST: $15 plus postage
AVAILABLE: Paradise Bookshop, Daylesford; Trentham Post Office or mail order
ORDERt.bee@bigpond.cm



mailto:jt.bee@bigpond.com

Backhousia citriodora- How Good Is The Lemon Myrtle?

Backhousia citriodoraamed after James Backhouse an English botanist, is a bushy small
tree from the rainforests of coastal Queensland. Despite this it grows quite successfully in
Melbourne in asunny position protected from strong winds. It grows well in a large

fragrance.

container as Hellena Lozanovski proves with this terrific
specimen. In Melbourne it will only grow42n tall and 2m
wide with large leaves and has masses of creamy white
flowers any tme from late spring to autumn. New growth
IS an attractive reddish colour. Although it comes from a
subtropical rainforest it is remarkably able to survive dry
summers although the foliage will look a bit forlorn. It can
also be quite successful as adoor plant if given plenty of
sunshine.

Backhousia citriodore not just grown for its looksit is

also grown as a bush food and has been known as the
WvdzSSYy 2F tSY2y KSNDHaQo L
chemical citral of any known plant, which gives it the lemon

Probably the best way to use théapt is to dry the leaves which can then be either used

whole or in flakes. The whole leaves can be used in baked fish while the flakes can be used

in teas, biscuits, sauces, ice creams and dips to name just of few of its uses.

Essential oils can be exttad from the leaves which have medicinal properties thanks to its
high antifungal and antimicrobial properties. Pure oil concentrate can be toxic so it is
usually diluted to X 10% before use.

The oil is also useful as a cleaning product and surfasefectant as well being used in
soaps, skin lotions and shampoos.

So any home can have one of these plants whether inside, in the courtyard in a container or

in the garden, and enjoy the refreshing fragrance of the Lemon Myrtle.

KT

One of the best Eremoplis- E.glandulifera X W2 Ky ! LJa K S NJ

What would | be looking for in choosing a favourite Eremophila? A few main characteristics
immediately come to mind, dense, compact, leafy, fr@std drought tough, attrective with

well displayed colourful flowers fanonths on end. E glandulifera ticks all those boxes. It
prefers an open sunny, wellrained position but will put up with less.

It commonly grows to about 1m tall and about as wide. The flowers range from pale to vivid
pink and the leaves are silveryegr It is larger and more robust than E. punicea and is



distinguished from that by having much larger flowers that have some glandular hairs,
appearing mainly in winter and spring but there is some blossom throughout the year.
Additionally it suits the sniker garden in being so easy to contain, responding well to
structural or just tip pruning.

Brown and Buirchell describe it as "one of the most attractive species found in WA and in
good seasons produces massed displays of beautiful pink flowers". Bosabeds and

Wait are similarly enthusiastic, declaring it to be "a very striking shrub ....... and can attract a
lot of attention in the garden. As it becomes better known, it will be in big demand".

Doesn't that just add up to a tepating shrul®

Did Anyone else get 2 flowering sets of seeds for the price of none?

Last year for the great seed plant out | planted a bowl with the seeds and later in spring they
flowered ¢ Rhodanthe chlorocephala rosea.

| was very pleased with the resand

let them go to seed so it could be
collected. However when | was
collecting the seed I noticed a whole set

recognise the leaves so left them to see
what weed they would be. Lo and

of Xerochrysum bracteatum Strawflowers! | left
them till summer when they flowered beautifully
giving me two lots of flowering plants from the one
sedl packet.

2T 9SSRa 3IANRgAYy3I dzy RSNY



Pam Brooks forgot to sow her seed and thought it was dead when she sowedtitisunsl
the result¢ abeautiful pot of flovers.

t I Y Q& Rbddanthe2chlorocephala rosea

A Wild Nature Strip in Thornburg Chris Clarke

A Wild (messy) Thornbury Garden and Nature Strip

Visitors to the Schroeder/Clarke garden six years ago may remember the front being a sea
of mulch with lots of new plants and no front fence. We still have no front fence and we
prefer it that way and the plants have thrived. Welif they died | replacethem with at

least three more! We meet the neighbours and | often find strangers stopped to check out
the garden now extending across the whole nature strip.

The council constructed a slesown point right on our strip so it is extra wide. Plants close
to the road are less than 1 metre tall for visibility but those in the middle provide great
habitat. A four metrdall grafted Grevillea insignis has Eastern Spinebills most winter days
and the Acacia glaucoptera (small leaved form) and Eremophila nived atdn

We have shallow clay over sedimentary rock and a large
/| 2NBEYOoALlF OAGNA2R2NI} &dz01a 2dzi
9 scveral people stop to hug this tree over the years and
P2 A0 Qa I f 2 g §dolur cedrdinhtadyivih thel2 A y U
' h2 dza S @ L @@s8m dxtiaRaddRand soil as well as
repeat mulches over the years and | do water in the
summer and add zero phosphate Kurarigudiliser.
Plants near the house survive with very little winter sun
¢ surprisingly the saltbush Rhagodia spinescens does

it

Corra Jetty Red “
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well in this dry shadeMy Grasstree was seed grown and in a pot for four years and was
slow at first but has now taken off afteixgears in the ground and receives lots
of attention.

Anothershowa (1 2 LILISNJ A a4 GKS / 2 NNEBI
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Grass tree in nature strip

It flowers from

April to July

with its

stunning red

and green
lanterns and gets no ggial careUnder the Corymbia a
grafted greyleaved Diplolaena grandiflora presents its
beautiful orange flowersThe Bega form of Epacris
impressaseems hardier than most species and | have lo A e
a lot of Epacris on those summer days over 40 degrees.gpacris impressa Bega Form

hyS GKAY3 LQY GNE AgranedspilNie kiime ofay gipedil fotnd onfind {1 S ¢ S
second hand. They used to bepular in the days of Austrafloraursery but | cannot source

any new ones?
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Apart from a patch around the house and the
clothesline negotiated at length with thaimitable Liz
- it is very difficult to move anywhere in our back
garden because of all the pots!
| find | need to pot up to the next size for the welfare
of the plant without care as where it will fit or how big
it will grow. Thegrafted Grevillea asparis now 2.5
metres tall and is one the Spinebills visit. Alyxia
ruscifolia is a prickly but interesting small rainforest
tree from NSW that just keeps getting bigger.
| alsohave a
four metre tall
Red Cedar ( Toona ciliata) in a flobdt shown)-
a greattimber in 200 years.

Diplolaena grandiflora

We successfully lobbied for Eucalyptus leucoxylon a
the tree to line our street and twelve years later the
AUNBSG Aa FdAf 2F O0ANRAC
front of both neighbourg;, perhaps with a bit rare

care for car doors. APS KP member Geoff Crowhurs
has done the same thing further along the street and
added a collection of unusual Salvia to a native garde

Alyxiarusafolia



