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Event: Australian Plants Revealed Exhibition and
Lectures by Prof. Tim Entwistle and Bruce Pascoe
Location: Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery
32 Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood
Day: Saturday 28/3/20
Time: Lectures start 2:00 PM

If you are going to attend the lectures, you will have already booked your
arrangements regarding lunch, lectures and dinner. Please note that the Gallery is
only open from 12 noon till 4PM on Saturdays. Karwarra is open from 1PM till
4PM Saturdays. For anyone who has not made arrangements, both can be visited
through the week for longer hours; Gallery from 9 till 5 (closed Sundays and public
holidays) and Karwarra from 10 till 4 (closed Mondays and public holidays)
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Leader’s Report

By Rhonda Fitch

A

s I write this report, the East Gippsland fires have been contained, having burnt for 91
days since November 2019. With more than 320,000 hectares burnt, there are still a
couple of hot spots but no active fire. There still remains some smouldering fires in the
Snowy complex and some peat fires that continue to burn at Cape Conran. The Bureau of
Meteorology says for the rest of the fire season milder conditions could be expected. The
outlook indicated an equal chance of above or below average rainfall across most of
Victoria during March and April with some areas in central and east Gippsland having a
slightly increased chance of more than average rainfall. Keep our fingers crossed for rain in
the burnt areas to encourage recovery of our native plants and fauna.
At home, with the humid conditions over the past few weeks, my new native plants that
have survived (I lost a few Grevilleas) have taken off, along with a good crop of weeds. My
small Kangaroo Paws are looking established and healthy, ground covers are spreading,
and the Kangaroo grass is very vigorous. Now I am looking forward to planting some more
natives in autumn but I am being disciplined to wait a bit longer.
In contrast with our summer Cath and Mike Beamish treated us to a slide show of their visit
to Alaska last year which included spectacular scenery, plants and animals. Starting with a
road trip, then continuing with some train travel and finally a cruise through the Kenai Fjords
National Park, Mike showed us a photo diary of their trip.
Animals sighted included moose (reputedly the most
dangerous animal in Northern America), Big-horn
Sheep, Pin-tail ducks, Arctic turns, Tree swallows, bald
eagles, wood bison, American mountain buffalo, black
and brown bears, Sitka and black tailed deer, and the
downy woodpecker (heard before being seen) and
many, many others. Although spring was just
starting, there was a good selection of plants to
view, many of which are the same right across the
Arctic region. We were shown alpine forget-menots, alder catkins, willow catkins, the beautiful
fairy slipper calypso orchid, horse tails (with
flowers that look like fungi), rosy goblet fungus,
Alaskan violet, and stream violet (a contradiction
as it has yellow flowers) just to name a few.
Everyone enjoyed the slide show, and I have not
been able to give it the true justice it deserved but I think everyone left with a secret wish
to do a similar trip. Thankyou Mike for an entertaining night.
Mitch Smith, from Woolenook Native Plant Nursery in Maffra, has agreed to give a talk and
slide show on Pollination of Victorian Orchids at our meeting on Thursday 9 April. This will be
an early start at 700pm but don’t worry, there will be a reminder of the start time in next
month’s newsletter.
Good Gardening, Rhonda.
pg. 2

Editor’s Notes.

By Col Jackson

W

ith autumn officially just arrived as I sit down to write this, I
can say that we didn’t have a true ‘summer’ by our usual
standards. Yes, we did have some hot spells but they
were broken up with some very cold periods too. And the rain
has been amazing for this time of year. For February, Warren has
recorded an umbrella holding, gumboot-wearing 170.5mm and
the Jacksons are not far behind with 134mm.
Most of the garden is responding to this windfall of warm and wet
conditions. My Brachyscombe daisies that would normally be
struggling to hang on through the dry are covered with mauve,
blue, pink and white flowers with no signs of slowing down. Also,
unusual for the time of year, but to be expected in the warm and
wet conditions, is the amount of fungi popping up around the
garden.
One other plant that may be taking advantage of the conditions
is our Swamp Lily (Crinum pedunculatum). A gift from my son’s
mate at Wollongong and planted in 2013, it has flowered once
before but we were away and missed it. A rather nondescript
plant for the rest of the time, it seems to struggle in our garden
and I must admit there have been times
that I have pondered its future. This year it
did its thing with style, slowly opening its
flowers over a couple of weeks to ensure
an ongoing parade of those crisp white
blooms.
Cheers for now, and hope you enjoy the
Australian
Plants
Revealed exhibition and lectures on the 28th of this month.
Col.
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Plants in my Garden 162
Species:

Eremophila glabra ‘Steep Point’.

Family:

Myoporaceae

By Mike Beamish

Derivation:
Eremophila: From the Greek eremos, meaning
‘solitary’ or ‘lonely’, but in this case
referring to ‘lonely places (deserts)’,
with the suffix –phileo, meaning ‘to
love’, thus “desert lover”, referring
to the preferred habitat of most
species.
glabra;
From the Latin word glaber,
meaning ‘without hair’.
Name:

There are a number of common names applied to this species, Tar Bush and
Common Emu Bush being the most used.

Distribution: This species can be found in all mainland States and the Northern Territory, from
the coast to the arid interior. However, the species is divided into 9 subspecies, 3 of which
occur in the vicinity of Steep Point, these are subspecies albicans, psammophora and
tomentosa. Judging from the leaf shape, my specimen is subspecies albicans (a Latin word
meaning ‘being or becoming white’), which has a distribution endemic to WA, but is
common from the Shark Bay area right through the South West Botanical Province to the
south coast, extending into the Eremaean Province, Mulga Region, Austin District north of
Kalgoorlie.
Description: A low spreading to erect shrub up to 1m tall. Leaves are narrowly elliptic to
oblanceolate, silver-grey to grey-green, sparsely to densely hairy and up to 40mm long and
8mm wide. Flowers occur singly in the leaf axils at any time of the year when conditions are
favourable, on pedicels to
5mm long. Five triangular
sepals to 8mm long surround
the corolla, which can be
30mm long and varying in
colour from yellow-green to
yellow to orange to bright red.
The corolla has 4 upper lobes
close together and 1 lower
lobe, all of which are covered
in
glandular
hairs.
Four
stamens and the style protrude
from the end of the corolla
tube, perfect for keeping the
honeyeaters interested.
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Opinion:
The conditions between Steep Point, WA and
Boolarra, Victoria couldn’t be more disparate. There it is sand over
limestone, hot and arid in summer, cooler but still arid in winter,
while here it is dark clay loam soil, cold and wet in winter, warm
and humid in summer, perfect for killing grey-leaved Eremophila
plants. That’s why I’ve planted it on the western side of the fence
that divides my front garden from the vegetable garden in the
backyard, in the vain hope that the fence will retain and reflect
enough warmth to prevent too much moisture from building up
and settling on the leaves, causing fungal dieback issues. It seems
to be working so far, but it has been a warmer, drier year than
normal. My specimen is only a couple of years old, having scored
it as a gift when Cathy and I attended the inaugural meeting of
the Eremophila SG Victorian Chapter in Melbourne in February 2017. It is still only about
30cm tall, but has spread about twice that distance and is a bit leggy because the lower
leaves shrivelled up over last winter. The tips are still growing strongly though and flowers
keep popping up at regular intervals, eye-catchingly red against the grey leaves and light
tan fence and mulch. I water it regularly over the warmer months, but try to avoid getting
the foliage wet when I do so. Fingers crossed it hangs in there long enough for me to get
some cutting material off it.

Sources:

Sharr – WA Plant Names and their Meanings.
Elliot & Jones – Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants, Volume 3.
Chinnock – Eremophila and Allied Genera.
Boschen, Goods & Wait – Australia’s Eremophilas, etc.
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2020 Calendar photo spot.

By Pamela Cox

I

t was a very cold winter’s morning; reputedly minus10 degrees. I
woke up to Yvonne saying “You have to see the garden”. It was a
sea of white. The sun was just rising over the horizon so I threw on
my dressing gown and Ugg boots and grabbed my camera. Yvonne
was already out there braving the elements and taking photos.
We must have looked a spectacle to the neighbours especially
seeing me kneeling down on the ice trying to keep a steady hand to
take a close up of Epacris Impressa, the Pink Heath. I had incorrectly
been calling it Red Heath because of its deep red colour. What
amazed me was how robust these small delicate flowers were
despite being laden down with ice crystals; even after the ice had
melted the flowers sprung up to greet the day.
Rainfall for 2019 (in mm)
Wayne
John
Diane
Mike
Mary
Brian
Carolyn
Judy

Wayne
John
Diane
Mike
Mary
Brian
Carolyn
Judy

Tanjil South
Traralgon South
Drouin
Boolarra
Jeeralang Junction
Drouin
Yarragon
Moe South

Tanjil South
Traralgon South
Drouin
Boolarra
Jeeralang Junction
Drouin
Yarragon
Moe South

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
21 20
51 42
97 72 127 205 152 80 134 155 1156
16 23
21 37 145 54 111 247 112 34 180 29 1007
8.5 37
57 47 125 63 101 200 114 70 159 32 1010
9 23
51 43 132 67 106 207 118 52 155 42 1002
8 38
49 32 120 59 103 176 93 42 151 37
906
6 29
63 51 125 57 101 197 116 65 177 28 1015
10 22
26 42 138 79 103 226 119 60 172 30 1028
12 22
52 43 152 81 127 118 147 56 167 51 1028
Jan
136
76
121
93
86
124
105
99

Rainfall for 2020 (in mm)
Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep
55
147
134
136
171
95

Oct Nov Dec Total
136
130
267
93
220
260
276
194

Pink and blue Scaevola doing well this summer.
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…Of droughts and flooding rain.

By Mary Jackson

T

he summer weather of 2020 created
an unusual variety of conditions in our
area at Jeeralang Junction in Victoria.
February 14th seemed more typical of a
weather pattern from tropical Australia with
the day very hot, humid and uncomfortable.
By mid-afternoon the sky changed colour
and had all the signs of a looming thunder
storm. The show began with lots of thunder
claps and a lightning display then the
heavens let go and it poured. Torrential rain
and hail left our property awash with 58
millimetres bucketing down in under an hour.
I loved the spectacle
and behaved like a
child; got thoroughly
drenched, took photos
and ruined a mobile
phone in the process.
The photos tell the story and then the water mostly dissipated within
30 minutes once the storm receded. A significant outcome for me
personally this summer was the reduced fear of fire at home in the
bush.
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Coming events of interest
17 February to 17 April 2020 - Australian Plants Revealed. An Exhibition highlighting
Banksias and Unique Australian Flora at the Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery, 32
Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. In April 2020 it will be 250 years since the East Coast of
Australia was first sighted from the Endeavour when Lieutenant Cook, his crew and
passengers saw Point Hicks in East Gippsland. Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander
collected many specimens from the East Coast for scientific study.
14 & 15 March 2020 - Growing Friends Autumn Plant Sale. Australian Gardens Cranbourne
near the Kiosk. 10 am to 4 pm.
25-29 March 2020 - Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show (MIFGS) Royal
Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens.
28 March 2020 APS Victorian Committee of Management meeting hosted by APS
Maroondah.
28 March 2020 - A Keynote address by Professor Tim Entwistle as part of “Australian Plants
Revealed”
4 April 2020 APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale. ‘Wirrawilla’, 40 Lovely Banks Rd,
Lovely Banks. A BBQ, refreshments, books sales, children’s activities and a great selection
of native plants.
18 April - APS Yarra Yarra Native Plant & Book Sale. At Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 903
Main Road, Eltham from 10 am to 4 pm.
2 May 2020 APS Mornington Plant Sale, Seawinds, Arthurs Seat State Park, Purves Rd,
Arthurs Seat. 10 am to 4 pm.
9 May 2020 APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Annual Plant Sale at St Andrew’s Uniting Church,
18 Gisborne Road, Bacchus Marsh. From 9 am to 1 pm.
27 & 28 June 2020 - APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show at Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat
Botanical Gardens. 10am–4.00 pm.
25 & 26 July - Growing Friends Winter Plant Sale. Australian Gardens, Cranbourne near the
Kiosk. 10 am to 4 pm.
5 & 6 September Open Garden Scheme – Bill Aitchison and Sue Guymer - 13 Conos Court,
Donvale. Save the date.
12 & 13 September - Australian Plants Expo hosted by APS Yarra Yarra. Eltham Community
& Reception Centre, 801 Main Road, Eltham from 10 am to 4 pm.
10 October 2020 - APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase, Echuca Masonic Lodge
Hall, 426 High Street, Echuca. 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. A huge flower display, plant sales, floral
art, Native Bonsai, basket weaving and other displays and demonstrations.
17 October 2020 - APS Mitchell Plant Expo and Sale. Kilmore Memorial Hall, 14 Sydney
Street, Kilmore. From 9 am to 3 pm.
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17 & 18 October 2020 - APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show at Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat
Botanical Gardens. 10am–4.30 pm.
17 & 18 October - Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale. Australian Gardens, Cranbourne near
the Kiosk. 10 am to 4 pm.
24 & 25 October 2020 13th FJC Rogers Seminar on “Mint Bushes & Allied Genera”. Hosted
by APS Yarra Yarra in Eltham. Saturday venue Eltham Community & Reception Centre,
801 Main Road, Eltham. First newsletter has just been published 26/2/2020.

2019 Latrobe Valley Group Events Calendar
Month
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Oct

Day
Saturday
Thursday

Date
28
9

Activity
Visit to Karwarra Garden and Maroondah Gallery
Pollination of Victorian Orchids – Mitch Smith

Thursday

11
2,3,4

Calendar photo competition night
Trip to the Grampians?

https:/apsvic.org.au/aps-latrobe-valley/
Leader:
Rhonda Fitch
Deputy-leader:
Brian Hetherington
Secretary:
Judy Hetherington
Treasurer:
Mike Beamish
Newsletter Editor:
Col Jackson
Website:
John Stephens
Librarian:
Pamela Cox
Publicity
Delma Hodges

0459749885
0497000925
0497000925
0447452755
0429095527
0439755013
0429194733
0408398385

Time
7:00PM
7:30PM

rhonda.1.fitch@aussiebroadband.com.au

heth3818@gmail.com
heth76933@gmail.com
mcandcjb@gmail.com
coljackson57@hotmail.com
jsst@aussiebb.com.au
theroseglen@yahoo.com.au
rj3dh2@aussiebb.com.au

HOMEGROWN NATIVE PLANTS MAYBE SOLD AT EACH MEETING.COPYRIGHT: ARTICLES OR INFORMATION ARE NEEDED FOR EVERY
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE AND ORIGINAL AUTHOR. SEND YOUR ARTICLES TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR;
note SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH. MEMBERSHIP FEES; per ANNUM: TO BE PAID BY 30TH JUNE FOR BOTH LATROBE
VALLEY GROUP Inc. AND AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY (SGAP Victoria) Inc.
Title page photo: Grevillea chrysophaea at Holey Plains SP by Mike Beamish

Produced with the assistance of Latrobe City Council.
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