January 2021
A Real Get-Together!
6pm Friday 15th January, 2021
Yarran Dheran, Mitcham
(parking is off Ashburton Drive, Melway map 49 B6)
We are planning to have a BYO picnic on the evening of the third Friday in January
(unless there is a setback in the CoVid situa�on).
This would normally be the night for our first member mee�ng of the year.
Meet in the picnic area at Yarran Dheran near the Visitors’ Centre from 6pm.
Bring anything that you want to eat and drink.
A chair is probably a good idea as well.

We look forward to seeing lots of you there.

Plans for the New Year

Looking forward

At this stage your Commi�ee thinks that there is s�ll
too much uncertainty around CoVid to plan for a
mee�ng in the hall in February. We are intending to hold
a Zoom (computer) mee�ng including a speaker
presenta�on in February.
Of course, the situa�on could be quite different by
then. Full informa�on, including helpful hints for
par�cipa�ng in a Zoom mee�ng, will be in February’s
Kunzea.

Only �me will tell what will happen with CoVid in
2021. However, at the moment infec�on rates seem to
be staying low, and there is the prospect of successful
vaccina�on. On this basis, the following are tenta�vely
planned for the early months of the new year.

Urea
Ray Turner
Now I know why a lot of my plants die straight a�er
they are planted! I have been ge�ng in to big trouble
from the boss because I don't look a�er them well
enough.
A�er looking at November’s Kunzea and reading the
ar�cle from Alan Lacey, I went out and read the
“destruc�ons” on the label and sure enough it was 8.6%
urea. I did buy a big bag of the stuff and put it into a
couple of big plas�c drums to make it easier to access
and for some reason cut off the part showing the
contents and kept it with the drums. I don't know if that
was luck or what but that damn bit of plas�c has been
has somehow been moving around lately and I nearly
threw it out a couple of �mes.
The last �me was yesterday but I was too lazy to do
it and just put it back where it came from.
I'm not sure if all that means “you win some�mes, or
you lose” some�mes !!!!

APS Maroondah events on Friday Nights
15th January – BYO Picnic at Yarran Dheran
19th February – Member mee�ng with speaker
via Zoom (details next month)

Plant Sales
17th April – APS Geelong Australian Na�ve Plant Sale,
“Wirrawilla”, 40 Lovely Banks Road, Lovely Banks.
24th April – APS Yarra Yarra Autumn Plant Sale,
Eltham. 10am to 4pm.
st
1 May – APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale,
Seawinds Garden, Arthurs Seat Park, Purves Road,
Arthurs Seat, from 10am to 3:30pm.

Is this your Last Kunzea?
There are s�ll some Maroondah members who have
not yet paid their subscrip�ons for the year from July
2020 to June 2021. We have given a longer grace period
this year due to the excep�onal circumstances created by
CoVid.
However, all good things must come to an end. So, if
you are currently unfinancial, you will need to contact our
Membership Officer Jan Nicholls at 9893 4422 or email:
maroondah@apsvic.org.au as soon as possible.
If we don’t hear from you, this will be your last Kunzea.

Mt Cannibal
Sue Harris, of The Friends of Mount Cannibal Inc., has sent the
following update on rehabilita�on of this reserve.
photographs were taken fairly soon a�er the plan�ng.
Our botanist had advised us that he did not want the
plants to have guards or mats so we followed his wishes.
What this has meant is we had funds le� over a�er the
purchase of this year's tube stock to order and pay for
another lot of "missing" plants for next season. The
stock for these plants will all be of local origin. Some of
the rarer plants and more slowly growing plants may not
be able to be planted next year as it may be difficult to
collect much seed/cu�ngs or they are slow growing.
We want to make sure they are large enough to survive
and to get their numbers in large enough quan�ty so
that it will be more likely that some of the "missing"
plants survive.
In the photos you will see that we have planted into
an area that had previously been treated to remove
environmental weeds. Hopefully, with less compe��on,
it will give them a be�er survival rate. Metal frames
have been sca�ered about the two plan�ng sites to
deter kangaroos and the plants were also treated with
browse repellent, though I suspect the very dense
regenera�on will stop the roos from gaining access.
If members of your group wish to see the plan�ng
site please let me know, we would be delighted to show
you around though you would need to be mindful of the
fact that walking off track is extremely difficult at
present.
Kind regards to you and all your members for
providing funds to get these important plants back to
Mt Cannibal.

Mt Cannibal replan�ng.

Golden Showers

King Parrots

Michael Cook

Sue Guymer
Our King Parrots returned in November (presumably
the same couple that adopted our birdbath a couple of
years earlier).
We had no idea that they are so indifferent to
humans being close to them! During late November
they spent a lot of �me in a Dodonaea viscosa that is
growing right on the edge of our driveway. The car
pre�y much brushes through the plant as the birds
wave us on (sort of).
Bill photographed the male enjoying the fruits on the
dodonaea.

Viminaria juncea is a fast-growing, establishment
plant. Being a pea plant, it fixes nitrogen into the soil. It
looks spectacular in summer as the golden flowers sway
in the wind.
We have it planted on our north facing back garden
where it forms a good windbreak while s�ll allowing
penetra�on of winter sun. It also formed a great visual
screen, yet it remains open in habit when pruned
regularly to prevent it shoo�ng skywards.

Bill Aitchison

Michael Cook

We have been very grateful to receive the $1,000
from the APS Maroondah. If you recall, the Mt Cannibal
Flora and Fauna Reserve was completely burnt on 1st
March 2019. There has been extraordinary regrowth
since then, aided by very good rains, however our
botanist, Dr Robin Adair, who produced a list of plants
prior to the wildfire also combed the mountain since the
fire and discovered there are over a hundred species
that appear to be missing, i.e. they may not have come
up yet - they may be lost or he may not have seen them.
We have put your generous dona�on to good use
purchasing and pu�ng in some of the missing species.
The plants were obtained from the Cardinia
Environment Coali�on's indigenous nursery where we
made sure that the stock was sourced from sites close
to Mt Cannibal.
As all of your members would be aware, we have
been subject to severe restric�ons due to the CoVid19
virus. Mt Cannibal, being in Garfield North, has been
part of the Melbourne lockdown area. In addi�on to
that, Cardinia Shire Council which owns the reserve, did
not allow public entry un�l even later than the li�ing of
res�c�ons and for the Friends group it was even later
again as we had to have our CoVid19 plan officially
passed by Council before we could work in the reserve.
We had been concerned about ge�ng this year's
plants into the ground during the spring season. We
contacted Council's rangers early on and they kindly
offered to put them in for us, in spring, as we were at
that stage not allowed into the reserve. The two

Na�ve Gardens in the News
Nicky Zanen alerted us to a short video on the internet which features
APS Albury-Wodonga member Glenda Datson talking about the habitat
garden which she and husband Bernie have created.
This is one of the gardens shown as part of the Sustainable Living 2020
Fes�val organised by Albury-Wodonga Shire in November 2020.
You can find it at: alburywodonga.gov.au/slf

Mt Cannibal Plan�ng looking up hill.
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More pictures from Ray and Eva’s garden

Muellerina eucalyptoides

Two mistletoes on one tree.

Amyema pendula

Stylidium sp Palgarup flowers

Persoonia chamaepitys

Grevillea crowleyae

Grevillea leucopteris

Blue tongue lizard.

Grevillea exelsior

From the Past …

The Colour Purple

Sue Guymer
We have tried to grow Alyogyne hakeifolia several
�mes over many years. We have tried different spots in
the garden (and different colour forms in case some are
tougher than others), but without success .
At last, we now have a healthy looking plant and it is
flowering! This is the colour form sold under the cul�var
name ‘Shelby Ann’. We just hope it stays with us.

Ten years ago

Another massive congratula�ons goes to the valiant
people who spent 30 years pu�ng together the nine
volumes of the “Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants
Suitable for Cul�va�on”. The final volume was released
in early 2010. Authors are Rodger Elliot and David Jones,
and Trevor Blake provided the line drawings. Rodger and

Trevor are members of APS Maroondah, and David is a
past member. They all acknowledged the wonderful
support of their wives – Gwen Elliot, Barbara Jones and
Beryl Blake – and other family members.

Four years ago
2016 was a highly significant year for APS
Maroondah – we turned 50 years old! There was a great
range of special speakers and garden visits during the
year, culmina�ng in our 50th Anniversary Celebra�on
Lunch. A 50-year history book was also produced to
document the life of our group up to that �me. It was a
wonderful year, and we caught up with many members
including some we hadn’t seen for some years.

… and purple seems to be a dominant colour in our
garden in December. Lythrum salicaria is starring around
the billabong. Other purple is being contributed from
wahlenbergias, ajuga, brachyscomes, veronicas, mazus
and Coopernookia georgei.
We also have a few purple-flowered eremophilas
pu�ng on a great display, including Eremophila
‘Meringur Ray’ which is a hybrid of E. bignoniiflora x
E. purpurascens.

Hardenbergia violacea
Bill AItchson
Because APS Maroondah is organising the 2022 FJC called E�ella behrii, but she was not 100% sure of this
Rogers Seminar on Fabulous Peas, I have been taking iden�fica�on.
special note of the peas that we have in our garden. One
Because Sue and I sell the Bu�erfly Conserva�on SA
of the species that we are growing is Hardenbergia book (as part of APS Victoria book sales), we have got to
violacea, and one of our plants in par�cular flowered know the people involved in producing it, and so I
superbly for a few months during spring and then forwarded our photo to them, asking them if they could
developed many seed pods.
help with the iden�fica�on. I then received a reply from
I no�ced that a lot of these seed pods had small pin- Dr Peter McQuillan, who is the lead author of the book,
size holes in them, and upon looking further found that and he confirmed the iden�fica�on as follows:
there were small caterpillars inside, chewing on the
“This is Lucerne Seed Web Moth E�ella
seeds (see photo).
behrii (Pyalidae, Phyci�nae) which is widespread
This then prompted the ques�on as to what these
in Australia and best known as a pest of lucerne
caterpillars were. My first reference point was the highly
and some other Fabaceae. Almost all foodplant
recommended book, “Caterpillars, Moths and their
records I know of involve introduced Fabaceae so
Plants of Southern Australia” (published by Bu�erfly
a na�ve record is good to see. Hardenbergia
Conserva�on South Australia Inc.). I then showed the
violacea is widely planted in gardens now, so it
photo to Cathy Powers, and Cathy thought that the
could partly explain why E�ella behrii is
caterpillar was in fact included in the book, a species
increasingly common in urban situa�ons.”

Alyogyne hakeifolia

Sue Guymer

We also have plants which may all be Eremophila
‘Meringur Isaac’ or Eremophila ‘Meringur Midnight’ or
some of each! These both have beau�ful large, deep
purple flowers and linear leaves. Some of our plants
have finer leaves than others, but we are not sure
whether this is an iden�fying factor. References suggest
that the flowers on ‘Isaac’ have a white lower petal with
deep purple spots, while ‘Midnight’ flowers are pure
purple. Unfortunately, all of ours plants have the white
petal with purple spots – albeit some were bought
under the name Eremophila ‘Meringur Midnight’!
Can anyone help with this iden�fica�on?

Sue Guymer

Ray and Eva had moved into their Cranbourne South
home in early 2009 and APS Maroondah was invited to
celebrate our end of year garden visit there. The garden
was already mainly planted with na�ves (which is a
significant reason for Ray and Eva choosing it!), but the
range of Australian plants has been greatly enhanced
over the last 10 years. Well done guys!

Lucerne Seed Web Moth.

Sue Guymer

Hardenbergia violacea

Sue Guymer

Bill Aitchison

Graeme Nicholls

Lythrum salicaria

Eremophila ‘Meringur Isaac’ or Eremophila
‘Meringur Midnight’?

Eremophila ‘Meringur Ray’

Misunderstood Mistletoes
Notes from an ar�cle published in ABC Everyday, 20th Dec 2019, by Jane Canaway.
Compiled by Graeme Nicholls
Mistletoes are parasites, but this humble li�le plant
might be an unsung hero when it comes to a�rac�ng
wildlife. Mistletoes are semi-parasi�c canopy-dwellers;
they photosynthesise to produce their own food but
rely upon their host for water and support. David
Watson, a plant biologist from Charles Sturt University,
said "They flower and fruit when most other stuff
doesn't, so they are o�en the only source of tucker for
insects and animals during hard �mes.
Dr Watson is about halfway through a 25-year study
based in na�ve woodland around Albury, NSW.
"Essen�ally, we removed naturally occurring mistletoe
from every tree across half of our study sites and le�
them at the other half.” Preliminary results were quite
startling: the areas without mistletoe lost a third of their
previous bird diversity.
Dr Watson is also researching the fact that mistletoes
drop their leaves more than gum trees and those leaves
contain more nutrients, so mistletoes feed the soil
under the host tree and keep it moist. Importantly for
wildlife, this leaf li�er drives more microbes in the soil,
more insects, and hence more food for birds.
Melbourne City Council has planted 800 mistletoe
seeds in perfectly healthy street trees around the inner
city and CBD. Now there are hundreds of young plants
slowly growing on the most typical of city street trees,
the London plane tree (Platanus x acerifolius, an
uncertain hybrid). Plane by name and plain by nature,
some ecologists say. "They might as well be made of
concrete in biodiversity terms. Adding mistletoe turns a
species that is virtually useless into a wildlife sanctuary."
Dr Watson says many birds prefer to nest in
mistletoe because it provides dense shade and cover
"which is important in a se�ng like Melbourne where
many of the large urban trees are deciduous”. Mistletoe
species are generally associated with a specific host
tree, o�en mimicking the foliage of the host. But in
Melbourne, the council team chose creeping mistletoe,
Muellerina eucalyptoides, which grows happily on a
range of non-na�ve trees.
Mistletoes produce nutri�ous fruit, which is eaten by
birds, koalas, sugar gliders and possums. Most of the

seed-spreading is done by the mistletoe bird, which
passes the seed of the fruit just 15-20 minutes a�er
ea�ng the fruit. Because it is so s�cky, the bird literally
wipes its bum on the branch to dislodge it. "That's what
the team did, heading up into the crowns of trees in
cherry pickers, squeezing the seeds out of the fruits and
wiping them onto the branch!" Seeds were placed on the
underside of the branches where the dew collects. Most
of the 800 seeds installed on 28 trees germinated, and it
is expected that about 10 per cent of them will survive.
While it's too early to tell what the long-term impact
on biodiversity might be, lorikeets have been ac�ve in
flowering mistletoe within the city, which is a great
start.

Did you know?
• Mistletoe are over 30 million years old and
fossil records suggest they originate from the
part of Australia that was a�ached to
Gondwana.
• As mistletoe seed germinates, it puts out a
tendril that secretes a cocktail of enzymes on
the branch, making a hole into which the tendril
a�aches.
• Many trees regenerate a�er fire but mistletoes
don’t.
• Mistletoe can become vulnerable if their
preferred host plants become more widely
spaced. If there's not enough fruit to a�ract
mistletoe birds, even a healthy plant cannot
reproduce.
• The leaves of nearly every Victorian mistletoe
are the preferred food of caterpillars of at least
one type of bu�erfly.
• Golden Mistletoe (Notothixos subaureus) grows
only on another mistletoe, Dendropthoe
vi�elina, which in turn is parasi�c on the
rela�vely uncommon tree Rough-barked Apple
(Angophora floribunda).
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