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May Meeting 
8pm Tuesday 4 May 2021 

Hughesdale Community Hall 
Cnr Poath and Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale 

Speakers: Margaret and Ivan Margitta 
Topic:  A Month of Wildflowers 

 

 Ivan and Marg went to south-west WA, as you would expect, to see the flora.  
 Their talk will break their time into stages: 

¶ A five day bus ANPSA tour ‘Coast and Forests’ - Perth to Albany. 

¶ The  ANPSA conference which included the Albany Wildflower Show and day tours to the Stirling 
Range and Mt Barker. 

¶ A two day ANPSA bus tour back to Perth 

¶ Looking around the Perth area independently 

¶ A bus tour organised through ANOS, Perth – Albany – Perth. 
 
 We are in for a visual treat at this meeting. 
 

RAINFALL RECORDS for 2021 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Oakleigh South 83 11.6 63.3          157.9 

Highett 71.7 12 55.3          139 

Hampton 66.5 11.8           78.3 

Cranbourne 
South 

70 51 65          186 

Caulfield South 79 8           87 

Elsternwick  85.8 8.5            94.3 
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APRIL MEETING 
Topic: Malvaceae 

Write -up:  John Thompson 
  Our guest speaker for the April meeting was Trevor Blake who gave us an illustrated talk on the family 
 Malvaceae. His talk concentrated on the subfamily Byttnerioideae. 
 
 Byttnerioideae contains the more familiar genera of Thomasia, Lasiopetalum, Guichenotia, Lysiosepalum, 
 Androcalva, Commersonia and Seringia.  Members of these genera contain many ornamental species 
 that adapt well to the home garden. 
 
 1. Thomasia 
  There are c.41species all found in southwest Western Australia except T. petalocalyx which is also 
 found in South Australia and Victoria. 
 The main identifying characteristics are; 

¶ Wing-like stipules may be present at the leaf bases. 
¶ Calyx lobes (5) of the sepals are partly joined. 
¶ Calyx lobes with a prominent coloured central rib. 
¶ Anthers open at the top. 

  Some readily available Thomasia species for the home garden include T. angustifolia, T. grandiflora, T. 
 macrocarpa, T. purpurea x solanacea, T. pygmaea, T. sarotes, T. rhyncocarpa, T. quercifolia and T. 
 solanacea. 
 
 2. Lasiopetalum  
 A genera of c.61 species found in all states except the Northern Territory. The majority of species are 
 found in southwest Western Australia. 
 The main identifying characteristics are:  

¶ No stipules. 
¶ Calyx lobes divided almost to the base. 
¶ Calyx lobes with no prominent ribs. 
¶ Several have a single large coloured bracteole. 
¶ Generally 3 bracteoles, one can be larger. 

 Some readily available Lasiopetalum species for the home garden include L. baueri, L. behrii, L. 
 floribundum, L. schulzenii and L.bracteata. Lasiopetalum bracteata has been and in some cases still is 
 sold as Thomasia laxiflora. 
 
 3. Guichenotia 
 Guinenotia is an endemic western Australian genus of c.18 species. 
 The main identifying characteristics are; 

¶ Leaf-like stipules (half size) may be present at the leaf bases.    
¶ Calyx lobes have 3-5 prominent ribs. 
¶ Petals if present, tiny. 
¶ WA endemic. 

 Some readily available Guichenotia species for the home garden include G. ledifolia and G. macrantha. 
 
 4. Seringia 
 Seringia is a genus of c.21 species. It was revised in 2015 to include Keraudrenia. 
 The main identifying characteristics are; 

¶ Leaf-like stipules generally present.   

¶ Anthers generally supported on triangular golden filaments. 

¶ Anthers distinctive having horizontal slits 

¶ Several styles intertwine 

¶ Calyx enlarges after flowering 

¶ Bracteoles absent 
Seringia species are rarely available 
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 The following images were supplied by John Thompson and  show clearly the lantern nature of these 
 flowers. 
  Commersonia magniflora     Guichenotia macrantha 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
  5. Lysiosepalum 
  Lysiosepalum is an endemic genus of 5 species confined to south west Western Australia. 
  The main identifying characteristics are; 

¶ Calyx lobes free (6) petal-like. 

¶ Calyx divided into 6 segments. 

¶ Calyx lobes alternate in width. 

¶ WA endemic 
L  Lysiosepalum involucratum is the most commonly encountered species in horticulture. 
 

 6. Commersonia 
  Commersonia has c.23 species within Australia. Rulingia is considered to be synonomous with Commersonia.  
  However within Commersonia two distinct clades were present which lead to the new genus of 
                 Androcalva being created.  
  The main identifying characteristics are; 

• Generally single hairy staminodes alternate between stamens. 
• Petals can be pouched at the base & the ligules narrow. 
• Leaves can be lobed. 

    Commersonia hermannifolia is readily available in nurseries. 
 
7. Androcalva 
    Androcalva is genus of 33 species occurring in all mainland states and the Northern Territory. 

               The main identifying characteristics are; 
• Petals are cup-shaped at the base enclosing the anthers & the ligule varies in shape. 
• Staminodes vary between 1-3 & alternate between stamen. The central one is glabrous. 
• Leaves can be lobed & even at the base. 

    Androcalva species are rarely available. 
Many thanks to Trevor for a most enlightening talk. We eagerly await the publishing of his book on all  
the aforementioned genera which he is planning to call ‘The Lantern Flowers of Australia’ 
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  Guichenotia macrantha     Lasiopetalum bracteata 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Lasiopetalum discolor     Lasiopetalum macrophyllum 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Lysiosepalum involucratum     Lysiosepalum involucratum 2 
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                      Seringia hermanniifolia ɀ WA roadside   Seringia hermanniifolia close-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Seringia integrifolia     Seringia integrifolia 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Thomasia grandiflora     Thomasia macrocarpa 
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 Thomasia purpurea x solanacea            Thomasia solanacea 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Androcalva pearnii ɀ photo Amanda Louden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday  

Supper:   Marj Seaton (Please bring milk)  
Write -up: Marj Seaton  
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Pick of the Bunch      April 2021 
 Grevillea fililoba (F.Mueller ex D.J. McGillivray) P.M. Olde & N.R. Marriott (1994)      Ellendale Pool Grevillea 

Specimen grown by John Thompson 
 

 Grevillea fililoba is a  spreading shrub 0.5 -1m high x 1 - 3m wide. It grows in sandy or rocky loam as well as 
gravely clay in an area to the south east of Geraldton. The type locality for the species is Ellendale Pool hence 
the common name. The pendulous reddish pink to red flowers occur in winter and spring and are set off 
against the attractive finely divided bright green foliage. 

 
 John’s plant is in a fairly sunny and dry position growing amongst 
other plants. Well drained soil and a full sun aspect are 
recommended. Propagation is from cuttings. 
 
Grevillea is a member of the Proteaceae family. A family of c.1500 
species in c.80 genera occurring mainly in the Southern Hemisphere 
in tropical and temperate regions with c.900 species in 45 genera in 
Australia.  It includes such genera as Adenanthos, Banksia, 
Conospermum, Hakea, Isopogon, Lomatia, Persoonia, Telopea, 
Stenocarpus and Xylomelum.    
 
  The genus Grevillea occurs principally on the Australian mainland, 
with one species (G. australis) occurring in Tasmania, three species 
in New Caledonia, three species (one endemic - G. papuana) in  
Papua-New Guinea and one species (G. elbertii) in the Celebes. It is 
a large genus with c.350 species. It is the third largest genus of 
Australian plants behind Acacia and Eucalyptus. 
 
   The genus Grevillea is named after Charles Francis Greville (1749-1809), one of the founders of the Royal 
Horticultural Society. The species name, fililoba, refers to the fine leaf lobes. 
 

 
 

Outing to the Jawbone Reserve, Sunday 28 March. 
The six of us went the wrong way at the start!  If we’d have parked where we had originally planned, we might 
have found the wetland boardwalk earlier.  Instead we found a good parking spot then headed right across a 
wide grassy area to see what was on and beside the lake system. As we walked across the grassy area, 
cracking of the heavy soils was evident. 

 
 

 
 
 

          Group photo: Mick Connolly 
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 We saw quite a lot of birds – spoonbills, cormorants, black swans, ducks, purple swamp hens, pelicans, 
 herons/egrets, crested pigeons and a very persistent willy-wagtail.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photo: Mick Connolly 

 The vegetation on the edge of the waterway consisted mostly of reeds and water ribbons (in the 

 water) and Lignum, Allocasuarina verticillata, Myoporum insulare (Boobialla),  Austrostipa 

 stipoides, Poa labillardiera on  land.  We did find a good patch of Mimulus repens (Creeping 

 monkey flower) with its cheeky purple flowers. 

 
                     Water Ribbons flower spike: photo 
         Amanda Louden  

Rather than give up on the boardwalk we retraced our steps and went in the other 

direction.  We gave the bird hide a miss ï too many reeds to see anything but 

eventuallyé success!  There is a revegetated area as we approach the boardwalk 

with names on plaques for some of the plants ï Calocephalus lacteus (milky 

beauty heads), Vittadinia gracilis (woolly New Holland daisy), Wahlenbergia 

stricta (tall bluebell) and Frankenia were 

seen amongst the grasses which included 

Zoysia, new to some of us.  Saltbushes, 

both Atriplex and Chenopodium, lined the 

path.  Closer to the boardwalk, wide 

expanses of Disphyma crassifolia and 

samphires spread on either side and their 

red leaves showed clearly how they were 

processing the salt in the water. 

     

           
Photo Jean Staunton 

 

 The boardwalk had good informative signage 

covering both plants and birds.  Some found the 

shrubby glasswort (Tecticornia) a real eye-opener.  

The plants had a woody structure similar to 

paperbarks ï some trunks being about 10cm 

diameter. 

 Basalt rocks with yellow lichen and white 

 mangroves (Avicennia marina) added to the 

 wetland views ï there are only a couple of 

 stands of these mangroves in Victoria and these 

seemed quite healthy.  

Afternoon tea was held on a footpath adjacent to one of the big houses prevalent in the area.   
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Once part of the Williamstown Rifle Range, most of the houses are relatively new with  

many having views over the water. With gorgeous weather and very pleasant surroundings, we had a 

lovely walk in the fresh air.   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Atriplex          Pigeons 
 
 

    
                   Lignum flowers 
               (photo: Amanda Louden) 
 
             
     
                                                                                              
     
                 
     
  
     Chenopodium  candolleanum fruits  
      

 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. 
SPECIMEN TABLE APRIL MEETING 



10. 
SPECIMEN TABLE – APRIL MEETING 

 Mandy, John and Marj were our specimen contributors at this meeting. 
 In honour of the topic of the night, all three provided pieces of Thomasia solenacea.  This is a hardy 
 bush, likely to grow to 3m high and up to 4m wide. Although it is producing small amounts of 
 flower just now, its main flowering is in spring when it is covered in the pale, whitish typical 
 Thomasia lanterns. 
 
 Mandy also brought in a vivid spray of the Firewheel tree, Stenocarpus sinuatus, of which she has      

three trees growing in the narrow space between her  house 
and the fence.    Also so very attractive is Buckinghamia 
celsissima, the “Ivory  

    Curl Tree”.  Mandy 
commented  that her 

                  Tree has had surprisingly 
few flowers this year, 
though Marj noted that 
several of these are being 
used as street trees in her 
area and have flowered 
very well.  

 
 

Other pieces in Mandy’s collection included several correas, many people’s favourite pea, Chorizema 
cordatum x varium, the bright yellow Senna barronfieldii, and two wattles. One sold as Acacia beckleri 

is more likely to be A. gladiformis – A. beckleri has bigger 
flowers and thicker stems but is otherwise very similar (see 
left). The other wattle was A. fauntleroyi from WA.  It tends 
to grow narrowly and has 
minni-ritchi bark. 
Marj showed two banksia 
flowering cones – B. 
praemorsa and B. spinulosa.  
Her B. praemorsa lives in a 
very narrow bed so has had 

to be severely pruned in its lower 1.5m but 
above that there are over twenty flowers, 
beloved of the rainbow lorikeets. Although there 
were also quite a few flowers last year, and 
despite the birds, no seed follicles formed which 
disappointed. 
She has several B. spinulosa growing – one full 
size, the others of the cultivar “Birthday 
Candles”.  These seem to do very well in her grey sandy soil.  Others in her 
collection included 
Ozothamnus diosmifolius.  At this time of year there are only a few of the white 
flower heads but the bush is covered in spring and the heads are larger.  The  
bush is pruned to keep it at about 1m. 
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 John brought in some of his favourites – Epacris longiflora, which flowers all year, Grevillea 
 filiformis (below) also sold as DΦ ά9ƭƭŜƴŘŀƭŜ tƻƻƭ” which also flowers all year, has lovely soft 

foliage, pinkish red flowers and grows on its own 
roots, and the low growing Thryptomene denticulata.  
Of particular interest were some bright red fruits of 
the small leaved tamarind, Diploglottis campbellii. 
John and Mandy have collected quite a lot of these 
fruits and made them up into a sharpish jam which 
they offered for sale.  John’s final offering was of 
some bracken which he is growing for fun. 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
DIARY FOR 2021         

 APS South East Melbourne Meetings: 
 May  4            Topic: A WA holiday. Speakers: Ivan and Marg Margitta 
 June  1            Topic: “Boronia Oil”. Speaker: Chris Long 
 July                 TBA 
 August           AGM and members’ slides 
 September    Propagation night 
 October         Malcolm Dow 
 Other dates: 
 25 April         - APS Yarra Yarra Autumn Plant Sale, Eltham Senior Citizens Hall, Eltham. 10 am – 4 pm. 
 1 May            - APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale, Seawinds Gardens, Arthurs Seat Park, Purves Road, 
    Arthurs  Seat. 10 am - 3.30 pm 
 8 May          - APS Melton and Bacchus Marsh Plant Sale  9 ɀ 1. Possibly at St Andrews Uniting Church Bacchus   
                                                            Marsh. To be confirmed. 
 8 & 9 May     - Cranbourne Growing Friends hold a weekend plant sale in the gardens from 10.00 - 4.00. Check 
 www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au for plant list and to ensure that the sale is going ahead prior to the sale. 
 June                - APS Vic COM Shepparton – to be advised. 
 4 Sept             - APS Wilson Park (Berwick) Plant Sale, Wilson Botanic Gardens, Berwick.  
 11 & 12 Sept  - APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo, Eltham Community & Reception Centre, Eltham. 10 – 4   
 25 & 26 Sept  - APS Grampians Group host APS Victoria COM Meeting.  
 2 & 3 Oct        - APS Grampians Group Pomonal Native Flower Show, Pomonal Hall. 
 9 October       - APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase, Echuca Masonic Lodge Hall, 426 High Street, Echuca. Huge 
 flower display, plant sales, floral art, Native Bonsai, basket weaving and other displays & demonstrations. 9-4 16 Oct             
 - APS Mitchell Annual Flower Expo and Sale, Memorial Hall, Kilmore. 
 23 & 24 Oct   - APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show. Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botranic Gardens, Gilles Street,  
   Ballarat. 10 am – 4 pm.  
 13 & 14 Nov    - Garden DesignFest, Metro Melbourne & Mornington Peninsula 
 20 & 21 Nov    - Garden DesignFest, Regional Victoria: Ballarat, Euroa, Geelong and Macedon Area. 
 11 – 16 Sept 2022 - ANPSA Biennial Conference  – Kiama, New South Wales. 
   The theme ‘Australian Flora – Past Present Future’. The Conference will be hosted by   
  the Australian Plants Society (NSW). 
   Preliminary details of the Conference, pre- and post-Conference tours and the beautiful   
  town of Kiama can be found on the APS (NSW) website. 
 15 & 16 Oct 2022 - 14

th
 FJC Rogers Seminar.   

  Topic: Fabulous peas (the typical ‘pea-flowered’ plants from the sub-family Faboideae.    
  York on Lilydale in Mt Evelyn. Expressions of interest and queries to      
    fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2aa65a75e83549a26c2d08d8c8043e39%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637479268518982000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ef5t9KJHLjOqkJHUWD7tkllMWm9I36A8TiRjoJbng0s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com
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Monthly Photo Gallery  

  
 Ray’s been busy again with Eva’s phone: 
  
 Scaevola oxyclona flower:     Banksia spinulosa dwarf form: 

 Banksia menziesii     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     Hibbertia scandens 
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  Acacia beckleri     Acacia suaveolens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   

 Acacia suaveolens flower close-up 
 
        Hakea Burrendong Beauty:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
  
 

 Finally, a little surprise. It was a bit of a shock to go 
 outside in the early morning light. A couple of 
 mornings ago to this waiting Ray just outside his  
 back door. They say copperheads are the last to go 
 to sleep for the winter and the first to wake up for 
 the summer, but wŀȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ think this fellow had 
 much choice in the matter. On closer examination 
 Ray noticed a few teeth marks along the body so  
 presumed one of the neighbourhood foxes kindly 
 left it for him and Eva. 
 
 


