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Meetings
Hughesdale Community Hall
Cnr Poath and Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale
We have a fine selection of photos and interesting articles in this edition. This is to make up for the fact
that, once again, we have to cancel our monthly meeting due to Covid. Our government’s roadmap for
restrictions easing also indicates that our November lunch arrangement (at Kuranga) is also in doubt so
our remaining opportunity to meet this year remains the December meeting.
An attempt will be made to book Kuranga for November 20th and we will let you know how we go with
that.
There will be another newsletter before the end of October to let you know where we’re at.
In the meantime, prepare for our AGM in December with a big specimen table, “Clear the Decks” plant
sale and members’ slides of all the fun things you’ve seen over the year.
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Red flowers in the garden in September by Mandy Louden
Darwinea meeboldii is a fine leaved shrub with
very pretty weeping bell shaped flowers. The
white & red petals are actually bracts that
surround the deep red flowers. The green buds
are particularly pretty. It can get to 3m.

Passiflora cinnabarina is a red flowering passionfruit
creeper. The fruits are green but unfortunately it isn’t
edible. I grew one quite some years ago that was
demolished by caterpillars but residual seeds have
continued to germinate and this year there are a couple
that are doing very well. The leaves submerged are
particularly pretty as they go silvery with trapped air.
Dodonaea sinuolata, while not having red flowers, does
produce long lasting 3 winged red fruits that just get
redder as they age. The leaves are sticky. It grows to
3m.Hakea purpurea is a very prickly bush with red
flowers. It is lignotuberous and we cut it right down to
the ground a few years ago. It can get to 3m.
Gastrolobium celsianum – Swan River pea is a ground
cover with dark green leaves with silvery underside and
bright red
flowers. With
something to
clamber up it
will get to
1.5m.
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Gastrolobium praemorsum - is another rambling/scrambling ground cover, sometimes called the
butterfly bush. It has dark purple/green heart /fan shaped leaves with red pea flowers.

Stenocarpus sinuatus (Firewheel tree) is a tree to 30m with prolific umbel wheels of red flowers.
While it can take up to 10 years to flower, if you have the room I can recommend it. They flower
right through winter and well into spring. It generally has an upright habit.

Four photos from Gillian’s garden:
Acacia lasiocarpa prostrate

4.
Banksia blechnifolia

Correa Catie Bec cultivar:
Dendrobium aemulum ‘Lemon Lovely’ x ‘Lemon Ice’
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Peas in our garden – Marj and Norm
It has been quite a good year for our peas. Templetonia retusa has finished flowering – it usually starts late
autumn and is currently developing its pods – but several others are making a good show for spring.
Chorizema cordatum x varium is also an early starter but continues to flower for a long period.
Three climbers are doing well – Hardenbergia violacea, both white and purple, are strong flowerers; Glycine
clandestina has the smallest pale mauve flowers imaginable whereas its neighbor, Kennedia beckxiana has
quite large clumps in scarlet with a touch of green.
Bossiaea aquifolium a shrub, about 1.8m tall, is open and slightly weeping with yellow and brown pea
flowers; we haven’t been successful in taking seed from this but always hopeful each year. Eutaxia obovata
is a medium shrub, 1m x 1m with opposite leaves, remains a good green all year and is very hardy. At this
time of year, it is covered with small yellow flowers which make an excellent contrast to the white starry
flowers of the adjacent Philotheca myoporoides.
Finally Platylobium obtusangulum was brilliant for one day then the drying winds hit and left only a couple
of flowers to admire.
We aren’t successful in keeping Kennedia prostrata (Running Postman) going in our garden, too much mulch
and competition, but the golf course next door has a couple of excellent patches.
Chorizema cordatum x varium
clandestina

Bossiaea aquifolium

Glycine

Platylobium obtusangulum

6.
Kennedia beckxiana

Kennedia prostrata (Running Postman)

Here is a selection of photos of Ray and Eva’s garden.
Firstly a good general garden shot:
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Now a bush scene of their back garden:

And now some flowers:
Patersonia umbrosa var xanthosa

Grevillea alpina

8.
Richea leucophylla

Conospermum stoechadis

There’ll be more next time……………….

Actinodium cunninghamii (the daisy that’s not a daisy!)

Daviesia latifolia
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Cockatoos and rainbow lorikeets battle for nest space as the best old
trees disappear
Author: Gregory Moore, Doctor of Botany, The University of Melbourne
Reprinted from The Conversation under Creative Commons licence.
The housing market in most parts of Australia is notoriously competitive. You might be surprised to learn we
humans are not the only ones facing such difficulties.
With spring rapidly approaching, and perhaps a little earlier due to climate change, many birds are currently
on the hunt for the best nesting sites. This can be hard enough for birds that construct nests from leaves and
twigs in the canopies of shrubs and trees, but imagine how hard it must be for species that nest in tree
hollows. They are looking for hollows of just the right size, in just the right place. Competition for these
prime locations is cut-throat.
Sulphur-crested cockatoos battling for spots
Sulphur-crested cockatoos, Cacatua galerita, are relatively large birds, so naturally the hollows they nest in
need to be quite large. Unfortunately, large hollows are only found in old trees.
It can take 150 years or more before the hollows in the eucalypts that many native parrot species nest in are
large enough to accommodate nesting sulphur-crested cockatoos. Such old trees are becoming rarer as old
trees on farms die and old trees in cities are cleared for urban growth.
In late winter, early spring you quite often
find sulphur crested-cockatoos squabbling
among themselves over hollows in trees.
It can take 150 years or more before the
hollows in the eucalypts that many native
parrot species nest in are large enough to
accommodate nesting sulphur-crested
cockatoos.
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These squabbles can be very loud and raucous. They can last from a few minutes to over an hour, if the site
is good one. Once a pair of birds takes possession and begins nesting, they defend their spot and things tend
to quieten down.
The stakes are high, because sulphur-crested cockatoos cannot breed if they don’t have a nesting hollow.

Enter the rainbow lorikeets
In parts of southeastern Australia, rainbow lorikeets, Trichoglossus moluccanus (and/or Trichoglossus
haematodus), have expanded their range over the past couple of decades. It is not uncommon to see
sulphur-crested cockatoos in dispute with them over a hollow.
The din can be deafening and if you watch you will see both comedy and drama unfold. The sulphur-crested
cockatoos usually win and drive the lorikeets away, but all is not lost for the lorikeets.
Sometimes the hollows prove unsuitable — usually if they are too small for the cockatoos — and a few days
later the lorikeets have taken up residence. Larger hollows are rarer and so more highly prized.

It is not uncommon to see sulphur-crested
cockatoos in dispute with rainbow lorikeets
over a hollow.

How hollows form
Many hollows begin at the stubs of
branches that have been shed either as part
of the tree’s growth cycle or after storm
damage. The wood at the centre of the
branch often lacks protective defences and
so begins to decay while the healthy tree
continues to grow over and around the
hollow.
Other hollows develop after damage to the
trunk or on a large branch, following lightning damage or insect attack. Parrots will often peck at the hollow
to expand it or stop it growing over completely. Just a bit of regular home maintenance.
Sulphur-crested cockatoos can often be seen pecking at the top of large branches on old trees, where the
branch meets the trunk. They can do
considerable damage. When this area begins
to decay, it can provide an ideal hollow for
future nesting.
Sadly, for the cockatoo, it may take another
century or so and the tree might shed the
limb in the interim. Cockatoos apparently play
a long game and take a very long term
perspective on future nesting sites.
Every effort must be made to ensure old,
hollow-forming trees are preserved.
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Which trees are best for hollows?
In watching the local battles for parrot nesting sites, some tree species are the scenes of many a conflict.
Sugar gums, Eucalyptus cladocalyx, were widely planted as wind breaks in southern Australia and they were
often lopped to encourage a bushier habit that provided greater shade.
Poor pruning often leads to hollows and cavities, which are now proving ideal for nesting — but it also
resulted in poor tree structure. Sugar gums are being removed and nesting sites lost in many country towns
and peri-urban areas (usually the areas around the edges of suburbs with some remaining natural
vegetation, or the areas around waterways).

Many species need hollows for nests.
Old river red gums, (Eucalyptus camaldulensis)
growing along our creeks and rivers are also great
nesting sites. They are so big they provide ideal
sites for even the largest of birds.
These, too, are ageing and in many places are
declining as riverine ecosystems suffer in general.
Even the old elms, Ulmus, and London plane trees,
Platanus x acerifolia — which were once lopped
back to major branch stubs each year, leading
hollows to develop — are disappearing as they age
and old blocks are cleared for townhouses.

Protecting tree hollows
Cavities in trees are not that common. Large cavities are especially valuable assets. They are essential to
maintaining biodiversity because it is not just birds, but mammals, reptiles, insects and arachnids that rely on
them for nesting and refuge.
If you have a tree with a hollow, look after it. And while some trees with hollows might be hazardous, most
are not. Every effort must be made to ensure old, hollow-forming trees are preserved. Just as importantly,
we must allow hollow-forming trees to persist for long enough to from hollows.
We consider our homes to be our castles. Other species value their homes just as highly, so let’s make sure
there are plenty of tree hollows in future.
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DIARY FOR 2021
APS South East Melbourne Meetings:
November Visit to Kuranga for lunch? (Pending)
December 7 “Clear the Decks”, slide night, Christmas break-up
Other dates:
23, 24 Oct - APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show. Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens, Gilles Street,
Ballarat. 10 am – 4 pm.
13, 14 Nov - Garden DesignFest, Metro Melbourne & Mornington Peninsula Deferred to 12-13 Nov 2022
20, 21 Nov - Garden DesignFest, Regional Victoria: Ballarat,
Euroa, Geelong and Macedon Area.
(Deferred to 19-20 2022)

11 – 16 September 2022 - ANPSA Biennial Conference 2022 – Kiama,
New South Wales.
Preliminary details of the Conference, pre- and post-Conference tours
and the beautiful town of Kiama can be found on the APS (NSW)
website
th
26 to 30 September 2022 - 7 Global Botanic Gardens Congress,
Melbourne. Influence and Action: Botanic Gardens as Agents of
Change. Includes a youth program for future gardens’ leaders aged 18
to 24.
th
15 & 16 October 2022 - 14 FJC Rogers Seminar. Topic: Fabulous
peas (the typical ‘pea-flowered’ plants from the sub-family Faboideae.
York on Lilydale, Mt Evelyn. . Expressions of interest and queries to
fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com

Fabulous Peas 2022
FJC Rogers Biennial Seminar
th
th
15 - 16 October 2022
Discover the extraordinary world of Australian pea plants.

Saturday York on Lilydale, Mount Evelyn
Speakers with expertise in identifying, growing and propagating peas. Learn about current research into propagation
and growing-on techniques. Evening dinner and an entertaining speaker.
Plant sales of common and unusual pea species. Book sales. Displays. Raffle.
Sunday Coach tours to public and private native gardens which include a wide variety of pea species.
th
th
Art exhibition and sale featuring pea plants from 8 – 16 October at Karwarra Australian Botanic Garden. Plant sales.
Expressions of interest: fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com
https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-seminar- 2022/
Hosted: Australian Plants Society Maroondah Inc.
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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
South East Melbourne Region Inc A00131128P
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL
Financial Year 1 July 2021 – 30 June 2022
APS SE
APS
TOTAL
Optional annual
Melbourne
Victoria
subscription to
Australian Plants
magazine (4 issues)
$10
$35
$45
$15
$15
$40
$55
$15
$5
$26
$31
$15

Total with
Optional
subscription

A Single
$60
B Household
$70
C Student
$46
Full Time, under
16
D Member of
$5
$5
$15
$20
another group
 Membership includes subscription to the APS Vic magazine Growing Australian (4 issues per year).
 If you pay your APS Vic membership through another group, sign on with us as D.
You may pay for 2 or 3 years in advance. Simply multiply your chosen annual total by the number of years
New subscription paid after February 1st runs automatically until June 30th of the following year.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 I wish to join/rejoin the Australian Plants Society as (circle one) A B C D
 I wish to join for (circle one) 1 2 3 years
 I agree to be bound by the Rules and Bylaws of the Society
 I wish to subscribe to Australian Plants Magazine also
Amount due $ …....................................
Signed …..............................................................................Date…........................................
Title(s) ….............................................. First Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………
Surname(s) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………
Postal Address ….....................................................................................................................................
Email …..............................................................................................Phone…………………..………..
Membership paid at other APS Group ………………………………………………………………………………………………
PAYMENT METHOD (Tick one)
 Direct bank deposit (CBA) with email notification to the Treasurer, Norm Seaton at
normarjs@bigpond.com
BSB 063 209
Account No. 1002 6413 Include your surname as a reference
OR
 Cheque for APS South East Melbourne Region posted to Treasurer, APS South East Melbourne
36 Voumard Street, Oakleigh South VIC 3167
OR
 Pay by cash or cheque and deliver by hand to the Treasurer at our next meeting
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021
For APS South East Melbourne Region Inc A00131128P
Notice is hereby given that the AGM for APS South East Melbourne Region Inc will be
held at 8pm on Tuesday 7th DECEMBER 2021 (if COVID restrictions allow) at the
Hughesdale Community Hall, corner of Poath and Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale.
Agenda items: 1. Presentation of Reports by the President, Secretary and
Treasurer
2. Election of Office Bearers for 2021/2022.
The following positions are declared vacant: Leader, Secretary, Treasurer,
Committee Members (3), Newsletter Editor.
If you are able to nominate for one of the above positions, please complete the form
below. Nominations can also be made at the meeting.
The AGM will be followed by an extended specimen table, “Clear the Decks” plants
sale and a members’ slide night featuring all those interesting things you’ve done and
grown whilst in lockdown. Please get your slides to John in the week before the
meeting.
NOMINATIONS FOR POSITIONS
I wish to nominate
……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………….
For the position of
…………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Nominator: ………………………………………………………………………. (Name and signature)
Seconder: …………………………………………………………………………. (Name and signature)
Date: ……………………………………….

