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Meetings Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events

Monthly Meetings Cancelled Until
Permitted by Government Regulation
Other Events

JUNE 27th and 28th – 10.00am to 4.00 pm

APS Ballarat Winter Flower ShowCancelled

Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanical Gardens

JULY 25th and 26th – 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Australian Gardens Cranbourne (near the Kiosk)

OCTOBER 24th and 25th
13th FJC Rogers Seminar 2020
“Mint Bushes & Allied Genera”
Hosted by APS Yarra Yarra in Eltham
Saturday venue:
Eltham Community & Reception Centre,
801 Main Road, Eltham

SEPTEMBER 5th and 6th
Open Garden Scheme

Bill Aitchison and Sue Guymer
13 Conos Court, Donvale
Save the date

SEPTEMBER 12th and 13th - 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo

Eltham Community and Reception Centre,
801 Main Road, Eltham

OCTOBER 10th - 9.00 am to 4.00 pm

Growing Friends Winter Plant Sale

13th FJC Rogers Seminar 2020

Other Events (cont.)

APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase
Masonic lodge hall, 426 High Street, Echuca

OCTOBER 17th and 18th - 10.00 am to 4.30 pm
APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show
Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanical Gardens

OCTOBER 17th - 9.00 am to 3.00 pm
APS Mitchell Plant Expo and Sale
Kilmore Memorial Hall, 14 Sydney Street, Kilmore

OCTOBER 17th and 18th - 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale
Australian Gardens, Cranbourne near the Kiosk

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED MONTHLY UNTIL THE CORONA VIRUS SUBSIDES
AND WE CAN MEET AGAIN

Stories and photos of native plants are urgently needed for this newsletter so
we can keep in touch with one another during the corona virus outbreak.

CAN YOU HELP?
Please email them to graham.oliver.au@gmail.com
Graham Oliver – Newsletter Editor

GRAFTED PLANTS – By John Watson

I had never been kindly disposed toward grafted plants.
Perhaps my mother is to blame with her row of standard roses
bordering the footpath to our front door as a feature of her
formal garden. Mum did not approve of my reference to them
as flowering toffee apples. My dislike of formality probably
started there but intensified early in our marriage, living on a
farm in the north-east of Victoria. However, dislike of toffee
apple plants has “mellowed” - the ability to have plants which
otherwise would be seen only in pictures was the big attraction
and I now have a few. Obviously, cost is a factor but shopping
around at markets is can be rewarding.
Only one is flowering at the moment, Grevillea Lollypop, and has lost it’s “toffee apple” stage and
is a real stunner in flower. Obviously care must be taken to remove any growth at the base below
the union, which, in the case of Lollypop, is, I suspect Grevillea robusta - the Silky oak - which
will, if not cut out, overcome poor old Grevillea Lollypop and grow to a height of up to 30 metres
which may be a bit big for your garden.
Another is one of the many grafted forms of Eremophila nivea I have lost the label - which is worth a place in all but the
smallest garden, for its foliage alone. Like many males, I am a
bit colour blind, and am rather reticent to describe colours. It
has just a bud or two at the moment, which, even at this stage it
is a stunning purple, periwinkle, lilac, violet, lavender or thereabouts. The photo has it behind Lomandra Tanika and a lovely
red form of Eremophila maculata, not yet in flower. If the
salesperson at Kuranga tells you Lomandra Tanika grows up to
80cm don’t believe a word of it. And then if it grows too big
for your garden and you decide to dig it out, put aside several
hours, get several tools and the help of a hefty grandson or neighbour and end up with a sizeable
hole.
The third of my grafted plants is Prostanthera magnifica, which well deserves its species name. I
suspect mine does not like its position and is a bit straggly, but its flowers are stunning- the prince
[or princess] of Prostantheras.
Thanks John
MARILYN SPRAGUE’S GARDEN – by Jenny Kelso

Those who attended the November Quarterly meeting, hosted by Bendigo APS Group, had the
opportunity to visit the 4 hectare native garden of Marilyn Sprague in Dysons Rd Mandurang, south
of Bendigo.
It was established over 30 years ago in hardbox ironbark country. For many years she owned the
‘Goldfields Regeneration’ nursery, sold in 2011, selling native plants and seeds. She designed
gardens, visited schools and TAFEs, as well as establishing a wildflower farm. Now she
concentrates on the latter, selling native flowers, of which she has a large selection.
Her garden is naturally a habitat for native animals and birds.
Check out Marilyn’s Facebook page for many more photos and information on her plants!

Marilyn Sprague’s Garden

Thanks Jenny
Correas ... An excellent small plant – by Jenny Kelso

Correas are an endemic genus of around 10 species with many distinct varieties. They are very
popular as they are hardy, easy to propagate and flower from March to late winter, in colours of
green, red, white, pink and orange. Here are some that are currently flowering in my garden.
* indicates the shrub will grow to at least 1m x 1m.

* C. pulchella

*C. ‘Marian’s Marvel’

*C. alba

* C. baeuerlenii

*C. reflexa
(narrow green bells)

*C. reflexa
(whiteish with green tip)

C. pulchella
‘ Autumn Blaze’

C ‘Dusky Bells’

May – No meeting due to the Corona virus

Our May meeting was cancelled, but will be re-scheduled for later this year if possible.
Plant Flowering in May

Correa pulchella ‘Autumn Blaze’

Correa ‘Autumn Blaze’ is a form of Correa pulchella. It has a
small, compact habit of growth to 30cm high and a spread of
1.5m.
Its flowers are profuse, tubular, bright orange, with pale pink on
the petal tips. The long flowering period extends from autumn
to winter.
Prune by up to a third of overall size after flowering to maintain
a bushy habit and encourage more flowers for the next flowering
season.
Correa ‘Autumn Blaze’ will survive and thrive in well drained
sites either in full sun or partial shade.
Correa ‘Autumn Blaze’ be grown as a border plant, in native
cottage gardens and rockeries, and as a pot plant.

Plant Flowering in June

Grevillea ‘Fire Cracker’

Grevillea “Fire Cracker” is a rounded spreading shrub 3060cm high by 60-100cm wide. It has spectacular red and
orange flowers set against it soft green foliage during the
colder months of the year from April to October.
G. “Fire Cracker” is an extremely tough plant, growing in
areas which receive winter frosts right through to hot
summers.
Suited to small gardens and as a border plant, it likes the
full sun and well-drained soils. Attracts native birds.

Free to a Good Home
John Watson has two very different plants which would grow well in someone else’s garden. One
is unobtainable elsewhere, or so Kuranga tells him, and the other is only obtainable from one
nursery and some markets.
Plant 1: Hardenbergia “Flat White” ...
No, it is not a rampant climber like “Happy Wanderer”.
No, it is not a bushy scrambler like “Regent”.
John’s has made no attempt to climb or bush and is in a tough semi-shaded position.
And of-course it has white flowers - hence “Flat White”.
Plant 2: a “form?” of Goodenia ovata ...
Purchased at Nunawading market years ago from a chap from Moore’s nursery.
John has grown the normal form and finds this one better in all respects.
Differs from the norm with brighter green spear shaped leaves.
Flowers for ages.
John’s is 1.5 m x 1.5 m but could easily be treated as a hedge plant and trimmed yearly.

Interested?
Contact John Watson
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