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Meetings Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events

MARCH Saturday 20th 2:30pm
Garden Visit to Mirini Lang and Marlee Petrie

Meet at Mirini Lang’s garden at 2.30pm
25 Kennedy St, Glen Waverley
Following inspection of Mirini’s garden we will drive to
Marlee Petrie’s garden at
Unit 150 “Cumberland View”
101 Whalley Drive, Wheelers Hill
Park in Rata St.

Other Events

MARCH Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th
Australian Plants Society Quarterly Meeting,

Christ Church Fellowship Centre, Warrnambool.

APRIL 17th 2021
APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale,

‘Wirrawilla’, Lovely Banks.

APRIL 25th 10 am – 4 pm
APS Yarra Yarra Autumn Plant Sale,

APRIL Thursday 22nd commencing 8:00pm

Eltham Senior Citizens Hall, Eltham.

Mike Beamish – “Northern Australia”

MAY 1st 10 am - 3.30 pm

Meeting via ZOOM.

APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale,

MAY Saturday 22nd 2:00pm
Garden Visit to George Pentland Botanic Gardens

Meet at gardens, Cnr Williams and Foot Sts, Frankston
Situated alongside the Frankston General Hospital are the
George Pentland Botanic Gardens. These Gardens were
named after George Pentland, who was Town Clerk and gave
services to Frankston Council for thirty-six years; the naming
of the Gardens in his honour was seen as fitting recognition of
his time in Council.
Until 1975, the site was a golf course, then the Gardens came
into being. They are comprised of a wide range of native plant
species spread over a couple of acres of gently undulating
land. The focus is on plants from south-eastern Australia and
plant communities from the Mornington Peninsula. Some of
the trees are natural to the area, remnants from much earlier
times.
I visited these Gardens recently and was impressed with the
layout; it is not enclosed bushland, rather a thoughtfully open
planned garden and all trees are labelled. It will make an
interesting change for our Group to visit in May. V. Barnett

Seawinds Gardens,
Arthurs Seat Park,
Purves Road, Arthurs Seat.

MAY 8th 9 am – 1 pm
APS Melton and Bacchus Plant Sale,

Venue TBA.

MAY 8th & 9th 10 am – 4 pm
Cranbourne Growing Friends Plant Sale,

RBG Cranbourne

JUNE 26th & 27th 10 am – 4 pm
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show.

Flower show, plant sales etc.
Robert Clark Centre,
Ballarat Botanic Gardens,
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED
BY HEALTH REGULATIONS.
PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT
ORGANISER THAT EVENT DETAILS
HAVE NOT CHANGED.
Monthly meetings in Wadham House
cancelled until permitted by government
regulations

STORIES & PHOTOS OF NATIVE PLANTS ARE
URGENTLY NEEDED; CAN YOU HELP?
Please email them to graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

ALLAN CUNNINGHAM – botanist and explorer
Allan Cunningham was born on 13 July 1791 at Wimbledon, Surrey, England. In 1808 he
accepted a position as clerk to the curator of the Royal Gardens at Kew. There he met
Robert Brown, botanist on board HMS Investigator with Matthew Flinders and
subsequently librarian to Sir Joseph Banks. On Banks's recommendation Cunningham
was appointed a botanical collector to the Royal Gardens, and in 1814 he sailed for Rio de
Janeiro to collect specimens in Brazil.
On his return to England he was ordered to New South Wales, arriving in Sydney in
December 1816. He was received by Governor Lachlan Macquarie who suggested he join
John Oxley's expedition into the country west of the Blue Mountains.
The expedition left in April 1817 and returned in September. Specimens of about 450
plant species were collected and dispatched to Kew.
In December Cunningham joined Phillip Parker King's voyage to the north and north-west
coasts of Australia in the cutter Mermaid. During this voyage he collected specimens of
about 300 species.
Early in 1819 he visited Van Diemen's Land with King in the Mermaid, and in May 1819 they sailed again for the north-east
coast. On this voyage they visited the east coast of New South Wales to Cape York, and returning to Goulburn Island,
proceeded to examine the coast from Clarence Strait to Admiralty Gulf. By the time the Mermaid quit Cape Voltaire
Cunningham had collected specimens of more than 400 species and was delighted to have obtained some that would replace
the “imperfect” ones collected on the east coast by Banks in 1770.
The Mermaid returned to Sydney in January 1820 and in July departed on
her third voyage to the north-west coast. In May 1821 Cunningham again
accompanied King on his fourth voyage to the north-west coast and the west
coast of the continent. The expedition returned to Sydney in April 1822.
Cunningham now turned his attention to the botany of New South Wales.
Between September 1822 and January 1823 he spent his time botanizing
between Bathurst and the Cudgegong River and the area east of the
Cudgegong. This journey whetted his appetite for land exploration.
Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane offered support and Cunningham wrote to
Kew, “I find I can blend discovery with botanical research tolerably well”,
and outlined a plan to seek a route from Bathurst to the upper Coal (Hunter)
River and thence to the Liverpool Plains discovered by Oxley in 1818.
Late in March 1823 he set out for Bathurst and then, travelling to Lawson's
Goulburn River, he turned east into the headwaters of the Hunter where he
made a wide circuit without seeing any possible opening in the Liverpool
Range to the north. He returned to the Goulburn River, then travelled north
into the foothills of the range; from a peak he saw a little farther west “a
Cunningham's collection sites
very considerable depression in the low back of the main ridge” and through
it the open plains to the north of the range. He had discovered the passage he sought - “the great route of communication
between Bathurst and Hunter River and the Liverpool Plains”.
After June 1823 Cunningham made short journeys to districts already known. He visited Bathurst, went south-west to Lakes
George and Bathurst ,spent time in the Illawarra, then visited Moreton Bay and the Brisbane River with Oxley. In 1825 he
returned to the Hunter. After spending some time in the upper Hunter valley he went through Pandora's Pass and northward
across the Liverpool Plains returning to the pass and thence to Bathurst where he arrived in June. From October to December
1825 he was in the Wellington valley and Mudgee areas.
In August 1826 he sailed for New Zealand in a whaler, returning to Sydney in January 1827.
Cunningham's longest, and perhaps most important, journey lasted from January to late August 1827. From the Hunter valley
he travelled northward crossing the Peel and Dumaresq Rivers then entered the Darling Downs before returning to the Hunter
valley and Bathurst. While in the Darling Downs he found a gap in the ranges, now called Spicers Gap, which he thought
would give access from Moreton Bay to the downs, whose fine grazing country he regarded to be of major importance. In
July and August 1828 he returned to Moreton Bay by sea and explored the country southward to the Logan River and
Macpherson Ranges and passed through another gap, now known as Cunningham's Gap and, in May 1829, explored the upper
part of the Brisbane River valley.
Between these visits to Moreton Bay he made trips to Bathurst, the Illawarra, and Norfolk Island.
In 1830 Cunningham returned to England and spent time arranging his collection of specimens in the herbarium and preparing
papers for publication.
On the death of Charles Frazer in 1832 Cunningham was offered the position of colonial botanist in New South Wales but
declined it in favour of his younger brother, Richard. Richard arrived in Sydney in February 1833 and was killed by
Aboriginals in April 1835. When news of Richard's death reached England the position was again offered to Allan
Cunningham, who accepted it and returned to Sydney, arriving in February 1837. Cunningham resigned the Government

Botanist position after less than a year, but remained in Australasia until his death in Sydney on 27 June 1839. He was only 47
years old.
Cunningham is honoured by the names of several Australian trees including Araucaria cunninghamii (hoop pine),
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana (Bangalow palm) and Casuarina cunninghamiana (river sheoak).

2021 COMMENCEMENT BBQ – Valley Reserve
How fortunate we were for our 2021 Commencement BBQ – it was a perfect warm, sunny night, and health restrictions on
outside gatherings had just been lifted making the event possible. Everyone had a good time and Gavin topped the evening off
by raffling three excellent plants.

CURRENTLY IN FLOWER – in member’s gardens & out and about

Gavin Cole’s Garden
Gavin planted three tubes of Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Common
Everlasting, Yellow Buttons) 9 months ago. They have grown like topsy
ever since, and haven't stopped flowering.
Because Gavin’s soil is clay he worked sand and gypsum into it prior to
planting. After planting he applied seaweed emulsion, but has not touched
the plants since then.
C. apiculatum grows to 20 x 50 cm and in well suited to rockeries or
cascading over a border. Cut back to encourage new growth.
Grows best in a fairly open situation with full sun for part of the day.
Propagation is easy from cuttings taken at any time of the year.

Geoff Schroder’s Garden
Correa reflexa var. “Hobsons Bay” (Common Everlasting, Yellow
Buttons).
C. reflexa is native to coastal Victoria, New South Wales and South
Australia, making it well-suited to our local climate and soils. It is a
variable plant. There are many different varieties with ...
•

•

flowers in a range of sizes
habit of growth ranging from a small shrub to prostrate forms.

Flowering time is chiefly between May and November, and intermittently
throughout the year. Grows well in shade or full sun.
To grow it at its best, a light sandy soil with good drainage and a position
protected from wind, with broken or morning sunlight, is desirable.
Regular, deep watering, especially during the growing season, is essential
for healthy growth and flowering.
Regular tip pruning, best done after the main flowering period in late spring, will encourage development of a well-branched,

compact shrub and increase flower numbers the following season.
Soft tip cuttings taken in late summer and early autumn offer best results when propagating.
Scaevola albida ‘White fan-flower’, is a prostrate shrub found from south-eastern
Queensland to coastal areas of Victoria and Tasmania. Unlike most other species
of Scaevola which grow into a bush, Scaevola albida is a ground cover, forming a
mat 30-40 centimetres across.
In spring or early summer, the plant bursts into a mass of small flowers, which
range in colour from snow white, through to pale blue or lilac. In summer, these
flowers turn to small papery, urn-like fruits, each containing several flat, disc-like
seeds.
Scaevola albida germinates readily from fresh seed and also strikes easily from
cuttings

Jenny Kelso’s Garden

Pandora jasminoides

Acacia glaucoptera

Westringia

Vigorous woody climber.
‘Glabra Cadabra’
Clay Wattle
Attractive foliage all year Small shrub / prostrate plant. Hardy shrub with soft greyand long flowering season.
green foliage and mauve
Attractive red-tinged new
flowers, growing to around
growth.
1.5 metres high and wide.

Correa ‘Dusky Bells’
1 x 4-5m
Excellent evergreen plant.
Easy-to-grow; drought and
frost tolerant; beautiful.

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
Nelumbo nucifera - Sacred Lotus
Sacred Lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) is a plant usually associated with tropical
Asia, countries like India, and Egypt during the reign of the pharaohs. It is
also native to Australia where it grows in the tropical wetlands of northern
Australia. In Melbourne it is grown as an ornamental pond plant in local
conditions ranging from the mild climate at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne to the cold climate at Blue Lotus Watergarden at Yarra
Junction. These photos were taken at the RBG Melbourne.
N. nucifera has large round leaves and tall flower stems with white to pink
flowers followed by striking seed pods. It grows best in still, shallow
water away from splashing fountains and in full all-day sun.
Plant in containers in a rich, loamy garden soil or a mix prepared specially for aquatic plants.
Cover the soil with a layer of gravel or pebbles. Established potted plants ready to go straight
into a pond can also be bought from November to March.
For further information <Click

Here>.

Virginia Barnett’s Travels

Banksia blechnifolia
Growing on the path to the Ice
Creamery at Timboon.

Ceratopetalum gummiferum ‘NSW Christmas Bush’
It has been a good year for this plant.

Virginia’s garden path in summer.

Persoonia pinifolia
A very attractive bird-loving plant.

Anna Kane’s Garden

Scaevola aemula

Olearia floribunda

Melaleuca thymifolia

Plectranthus paviflorus

Mauve - Clusters, 30 cm
‘Blue Spires’
A compact shrub with
‘Thyme Honey Myrtle’
Planted about 6 weeks ago, I numerous tiny leaves and Flowers for most of the year. A low compact herbaceous
keep meaning to take some pale mauve daisy flowers.
Planted in an open sunny shrub with bright blue - lilac
cuttings once the plant has Has been in bloom for a few position but will tolerate a flowers. Lovely variegated
established, as I am
months.
foliage.
wide range of conditions and
frequently replacing them The label says - can grow to
My thanks to John Watson
soil.
after a hot dry spell which
1.5 m x 1m, likes well
for introducing me to this
tends to knock the plant out.
drained soil and prefers
wonderful plant and even
some shade. Mine has been
providing some cuttings.
in for two years and is still
I now have it growing in
quite small and compact.
many spots in the garden.
In sun and shade.

Diana Droog’s Garden

Alyogyne wrayae ‘Blue Heeler’

Top centre ...
Wahlenbergia multicaulis
‘Tagell's Bluebell’
Plant Flowering in March

Plectranthus argentatus – Silver Surflower

Plectranthus argentatus a fast-growing semi-prostrate
perennial shrub to 1m high and a spread of 1.5 – 2m. It is
a perfect ‘filler’ plant, growing under other shrubs and
trees in part shade or full sun, while tolerating root
competition from other plants.
The foliage has a soft hair-like texture and an attractive
silver colour. From late summer to winter, dainty white
flowers sit above the foliage. These blooms make
excellent cut flowers.
Prune once or twice a year, in early spring or after the
flowers have finished blooming, to encourage a dense,
bushy habit of growth.
P. argentatus is easily propagated from cuttings.
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