AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
Yarra Yarra Group Inc.
(Incorporation No: A0039676Y)

Newsletter
April 2020
Important Announcements
Regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Cancellation of All Group Activities
In light of the current advice from the Government, Chief Medical Officer, WHO briefings and APS
Victoria around the appropriate action we should be taking to reduce the spread of COVID-19, we are
unfortunately cancelling all group activities – general meetings, garden visits, Autumn Plant Sale, etc.
until further notice.
We understand that this decision will cause considerable disruption, however, as our member
demographic is mostly in the high risk group we need to prioritise reducing the risk to our members
and the broader community by adopting the various forms of social isolation recommended, without
further delay.
With regard to the Autumn Plant Sale, we thank everyone for all their hard work so far. We will be
refunded the cost of the hall hire and Jill is looking at alternatives such as being able to sell plants
online (for our member growers). We will have further updates as we deal with the ramifications of
the cancellations.

Australian Plants Revealed Cancellation
APS Victoria Executive have made the decision to cancel the events
(APS Victoria Committee meeting, lunch, talks, dinner) which were to be
held on Saturday March 28th in Ringwood. It is possible that the talks
may be rescheduled to another date.
The separate exhibitions at Ringwood Federation Estate and Karwarra
Australian Native Botanic Garden & Nursery are also cancelled. At
present the Karwarra Garden remains open but the building is out of
bounds.
If you have paid for dinner on the Saturday night you will receive a
refund. Please email your bank account details to APS Victoria
Treasurer, Bev Fox at treasurer@apsvic.org.au

Other Events
Community groups and organisations across the board are cancelling group events and meetings in
line with Government advice on social distancing to protect public health, so we urge you to check on
any previously advertised events prior to attending as there is a strong likelihood that they will not be
going ahead.
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Yarra Yarra Group - Items of Interest
The FJC Rogers 2020 Seminar, October 24 & 25 – to be or not to be? By Miriam Ford
I am no longer suggesting postponing the seminar as a viable option although I
once considered it. The FJC Committee and Plant Growers would have to
maintain our momentum for a further 6 months or so, we also run into
conflict with other events on the APS calendar including ANPSA in NSW in
2021. Given the disasters that have befallen that state they will need our
every support. The dire effect on the economy of both the fires and the
COVID-19 pandemic mean people will be very limited in their spending and
unlikely to choose attending more than one event in the year.
Furthermore we cannot guarantee that the speakers will still be available or that all the garden owners
will actually still own their gardens. Two of them have indicated they intend to sell. It will be a huge
amount of work again to re-organise the whole shebang. I wouldn’t want to do it, nor I suspect, would
the rest of the committee although I can’t speak for them.
I think we would simply have to face the fact that we have lost our opportunity not through any fault of
our own and make the best of dealing with the consequences. While some of us are very comfortable
with the internet many of our members are not. Furthermore the kind of gatherings APS favours are
ones that predominantly allow face to face social interaction with our friends.

If by May 31 the accumulated evidence before us regarding the COVID-19 pandemic shows that the
situation has not improved then should APS YY :
1.

Cancel the seminar with no alternatives

Yes

No

2.

Cancel but with online videos of speakers, if they are willing

Yes

No

3.

Cancel but with online videos of garden, owners willing

Yes

No

Please simply respond with an email or a text e.g. Y, N, N or other. Please just this, no other
comments. You can also phone with your response but the former is preferable. Responses will be
considered up to April 12 & no later.
Responses to Miriam 0409 600 644 or Sue Gwilym 0401 250 331. We will compile the results and let
you know the outcome.

Call for Committee Members
Looking forward to our AGM in August, we will have quite a few committee members leaving us, so we
really need some of you to consider putting your hand up to come on board and help run our group. In
particular, we will need a Treasurer, and this is vital to the functioning of the group.
You don’t need to have done accounts or banking before, although that would be
an advantage, as we will give you full training and a handover from the current
Treasurer, Andrea.
We also have general committee roles to fill, so please consider volunteering some
of your time for the future of the group. Contact Miriam, Sue or Andrea if you
would like more information.
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Yarra Yarra Group - Items of Interest
Welcome to New Members
A warm welcome to our new member, John Walkley, who has already become an active participant in
our Growers Group and a contributor to the newsletter. We hope you enjoy your time in our group.

Can You Help with Newsletter Items?
We are putting out yet another plea for assistance, this time for help with items of interest or articles
for us to include in the newsletter. As we won’t have our meetings to report, garden visits or flower
table, we will do our best to keep our newsletter interesting, but if you can send little bits of news or
something about your garden to the editor, that would be a great help. It doesn’t have to be very long,
just a few lines, or even just a few photos and a brief description of each so we can share with the
group and keep in touch with each other during these difficult times. Thank you!

New Group Email Address
Please note that APS Yarra Yarra has set up a new email address (yarrayarra@apsvic.org.au) under the
umbrella of APS Victoria to prevent issues with bulk emails we send out for notices and bounce backs
due to spam traps catching our Gmail address. It will work like an alias for us, a front for our Gmail
address, which will still operate behind the scenes. It also links us back to APS Victoria and provides a
more professional look to our correspondence. Update your contact address book, but don’t worry we
will still get your email if you send it to apsyarrayarra@gmail.com as well.

Garden Releaf
Garden Releaf is an innovative program established
by Garden Centres of Australia (GCA) in 2014 to help
people understand the numerous benefits that
spending time in a garden or simply being
surrounded by living greenery can have on a
person’s health and wellbeing.
Garden lovers have always known that garden
therapy is good for you and now to support this
message recent Australian research documented in
the journal Scientific Reports tells us that people
getting a minimum dose of 30 green minutes a week
(in one session) are likely to have healthier
emotional, physical, social and mental well-being
than those who don't.

So, find at least 30 minutes a week to spend time in
a garden; this is a personal challenge and one that
should be gladly accepted in these uncertain times.
Ref: https://gardenreleaf.com.au/
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Yarra Yarra Group - Items of Interest
The Wasp and the Orchid - Danielle Clode
With the cancellation of our April General Meeting we also sadly lost the opportunity to have Danielle
Clode speak to us regarding the life of naturalist Edith Coleman and her remarkable achievements.
Summary: In 1922, a 48-year-old housewife from Blackburn delivered her first paper, on native
Australian orchids, to the Field Naturalist’s Club of Victoria. Over the next thirty years, Edith Coleman
would write over 300 articles on Australian nature for newspapers, magazines and scientific journals.
She would solve the mystery of orchid pollination that had bewildered even Darwin, earn the acclaim of
international scientists and, in 1949, become the first woman to be awarded the Australian Natural
History Medallion.
If you would like to hear more, Danielle has provided a link to her website which includes some
podcasts and interviews she has done : https://danielleclode.com.au/wasp-%26-orchid
Radio National : https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/orchids/6923792
ABC Conversations : https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/conversations/danielle-clode/9602044

Suckers Galore - Something from my Garden – Miriam Ford
This morning when out watering I decided on a spot of weeding. Many of you will know I use baths, lots
of baths, as forms of raised garden beds. Well the particular one that took my fancy this morning is
known as the Titanic because it is a large cast iron bath shaped like a ship, with three funnels (aka clay
pipes). When I was weeding around the Lechenaultia biloba, which has stunningly vivid blue flowers in
spring, I discovered the parent plant had made several progeny suckers, at least 6 or more. According
to Neil Marriott in ‘Glorious Goodeniaceae, part 2: Lechenaultia (Growing Australian, September, 2017)
the suckering forms have proven to be the hardiest for cultivation. Instead of just one…you will soon
have a dense thicket of dozens. Young suckers can be carefully dug up and potted on as new plants.’
That is what I will be doing. Similarly the Dampiera sp. I also have growing alongside. Both these plants
were purchased at the Horsham FJC Rogers 2018 on Goodeniaceae. So in these difficult times when
you have to stay at home perhaps more weeding is the go, you never know what you might find.
Picture: Lechenaultia biloba
suckers. Note the ferny looking
pair of shoots and then 3 more
behind. The parent plant is at
the bottom right. The Dampiera
sp. is at bottom left. There are
tiny suckers also from it, not
visible in the brown scoria. The
daisy visible is Brachyscome
microcarpa (one of Mike’s
plants), another one making a
lot of suckers.
This is a
particularly hardy and quite
vigorous Brachyscome, which
has filled all available space and
spilled over the edges – it is also
long flowering.
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Meeting Report March
Michael Cincotta : La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary by Sue Gwilym
Michael began by giving us a brief history of the land now owned by La Trobe University and how the
Wildlife Sanctuary came to be. From 1838 the land had been used for grazing and grain growing, right
up until 1910 when Mont Park Psychiatric Hospital occupied the land. In 1965 La Trobe University took
ownership opening it’s doors to students in 1967 and it now has about 7,000 students.
The original sanctuary was only 6.5 hectares and has been added to over a number of years to now
total 32 hectares of regenerated woodland. Gresswell Forest came under the management control of
La Trobe in 1978. The Gresswell Habitat Link is the most recent addition to the sanctuary project, with
management control being passed from Department of Natural Resources and Environment in 1996.
A network of wetlands assists in maintaining the water quality and health of the surrounding ecosystem
and runs through from two entry points. The reserve acts as a filter, with good water quality returning
to Darebin Creek.
50 years of Restoration - In 1972 some big infrastructure
projects were begun, such as Main Lake, which is not
particularly deep (chest high) but extensive. In the early 2000’s
there were exclusion zones set up, habitat patches, particularly
with flowering plants for nectar feeders. For example,
Xerochrysum viscosum, was collected from Yarra Bend and 150
plants were planted out and it has now spread right throughout
the sanctuary. They also have a nice stand of about 60 trees of
Eucalyptus yarraensis, which has been mostly lost from other
local populations. They also had success with Ozothamnus
obcordatus, which needed outcrossing but they had three single
plants which were too far apart to set seed. They brought the
three plants together and they successfully set seed.

Xerochyrsum vicosum

The Sanctuary now has a predator proof fence which completely surrounds the reserve and has Tsections at the top and a skirt at the bottom to stop foxes and other feral animals from climbing over or
burrowing under. To stop headlights from the carpark the fence is solid Colourbond in some sections.
They also have gates in case of flood, which might be a one in 100 year event. Echidnas can dig under
the skirt, so every 3 days a ranger patrols the perimeter and any damage is fixed quickly. Since August
2019 they have been 100% predator free (evidence from cameras, scat analysis, footprints, etc.).
As the reserve doesn’t have many trees
mature enough to form hollows, they have
been putting up nest boxes. They tried
chainsaw hollows, but nest boxes are
preferred. Sugar gliders are now found in
the reserve, although not an original
species when the reserve was set up, and
they are easily seen at stag watch nights.
Brushtail possums can eat out trees at
certain times of the year and can kill large
trees from overgrazing. Possum guards are
used and they do work. The chemical
composition of the leaves changes over
time so the guards can be removed later.
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Meeting Report March
Michael Cincotta : La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary by Sue Gwilym
Now that the reserve is predator free, reintroduction of species can begin. Small disturbances from
bandicoots and potoroos are important for moving mycorrhizal fungi and for breaking the surface of the
soil to allow water to penetrate without too much disturbance. The Fat Tailed Dunnart is being
released 18th March, first into small enclosures, then into the wider sanctuary. Jacob has been working
with Michael doing some of the biological projects. They have been growing up the grassy understory
and captive breeding of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot has lifted numbers. They have been released into
some other reserves and as La Trobe is a small reserve they will release about 10. They also previously
introduced Emus, but the last one died last year and they would look at re-introducing
Biodiversity monitoring is a major task with every tree having its own number for monitoring and
reporting issues. There is also nest box monitoring, vegetation transect monitoring (11 transects),
threatened species monitoring, and measuring macroinvertebrate richness over 24 wetland sites.
The Indigenous Plant Nursery was originally set up to grow trees for the sanctuary and was small and
compact. In the late 80’s - early 90’s there was a demand for local plants so they started selling to the
general public. They usually have between 300-350 species, up to 500 and they grow 100–150,000
plants a year. In 2014 their facilities got an upgrade and included seed orchards, air conditioned potting
spaces and elevated stands. Seed for the nursery is all collected from within a 30km radius from over
250 sites, many of them under threat from development.
Their Seed Bank has over 3,000 seed lots at any one time, which are managed with a Nursery
Management System, driven and curated by volunteers. This provides a constant temperature, around
16C, which enables the seed to be stored for longer. Propagation is by seed, cuttings, division, and
growth cabinet (controlled environment). Their preferred pots are forestry tubes.
One of their Seed Bank Projects has been the
Button wrinklewort (Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides)
with Arthur Rylah Institute working on the reestablishment of buffer grassland areas next to
Truganina Cemetery. Seed was collected from
80 maternal lines at the cemetery with plants
grown and maternal lines tracked by La Trobe.
They used natural and assisted pollination and
have 2,000 genetically diverse F1 plants to be
used in planting trial. Eventually plants will be re
-established at the Truganina site.
Michael also discussed the Matted Flax Lily
(Dianella amoena) Genotyping Project, which
Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides
APS Yarra Yarra is supporting as a contributor.
They will be mapping and assessing the
remaining local genetic diversity of the nationally endangered D. aemona and will establish a genetically
diverse captive seed production area for propagation and provision of plants. The aim is to produce
good genetically diverse seed as when they do flower (rarely) in fragmented populations there is no
hope of seed setting. They also can’t collect seed directly from the wild due to it’s scarcity. We look
forward to further updates as the project progresses.
We’d all like to thank Michael and Jacob for the very comprehensive talk and for sharing their passion
for building biodiversity and touching on the list of research, community and education opportunities
available at the La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary. Further information can be accessed on their website :
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/wildlife
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Garden Visit - 12th March, Guided Tour of Burnley Gardens
by Peter Smith

Unaccustomed as we are to garden visits during
the week, twelve keen Yarra Yarra members
managed to car pool and tram ride all the way
into Burnley Gardens, Richmond, for a tour
hosted by two of the dedicated Friends of Burnley
Gardens. Starting off at the Summer House, we
were given a brief and colourful history of this
many-sided, beautiful place situated on a bend in
the river.
Established by the Horticultural Society back in
1861, it was set up as an experimental garden
introducing new plants to the colonies. By the
end of 1863 they had more than 1,400 varieties of
fruit trees, only to be lost in a major flood.
Australia’s first School of Horticulture was
established here in 1891. The original geometric
design was changed by Charles Luffman (Principal
1897) who promoted the natural informal style.
He was also responsible for the inclusion of
women as students. Graduates included Emily
Gibson and Edna Walling. Several important
additions and changes of styles have been made
along the way until the present time.

Agathis robusta

We were then split into two small groups , each
group with a guide. Our group gravitated towards
the newer Indigenous area with several remnant
River Red Gums via an ephemeral wetland area
fed from rainwater and featuring several native
species. Previously the dumping ground, the
native garden was initially the work of designer
Kath Deery (also instrumental in the development
of the Karwarra Garden) in the 1980s. Deery
mounded areas to improve drainage and used
plants from many regions of Australia. A more
recent area was developed by ex-graduate Robert
Boyle in 1991. Using large basalt rocks and mostly
indigenous planting, including an extensive use of
grasses, Boyle constructed a natural garden
around a series of ponds, now a home to several
species of frogs, insects and numerous birds.

As we made our way around the exotic garden
areas, we were particularly impressed by several
large trees, some dating back to the 1860s,
including Sequoia sempervirens (Redwood), Ulmus
procera (English Elm), Agathis robusta (Kauri
Pine), Quercus robur (English Oak), Podocarpus
elatus (Plum Pine), Araucaria cunninghamii (Hoop
pine), Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya pine) and a large
Acacia maidenii.

The rainforest garden had several Brachychitons,
Macadamias, Backhousia citriodora, a large Finger
Lime (Citrus australasica), and several other
unusual species including a Cheese Tree
(Glochidion ferdinandi) with fruit resembling small
cheese balls.

Burnley Gardens is now part of the University of
Melbourne, but is open to the public at all times.
Thanks to Kirsten and Judith, who with the other
“Friends”, welcome, share and help to protect this
wonderful learning garden.
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Amongst this most diverse of gardens, some of
the notable features were the sugar gum table
built from a large sugar gum that had dropped
several large limbs, the Sunken Garden and
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Stones Garden resurrected and refurbished with
advice from Bev Hanson (another ex-graduate).
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March Flower Table Report

by Jill Lulham, pictures by Ben Eaton & Rob Dunlop (Document Camera)
Thanks to Rob Dunlop and Ben Eaton for
photography, and to Miriam for leading the
discussion. Thanks to all members who brought in
specimens, especially named ones. This is just a
selection of plants flowering in members’ gardens
this month.

Banksia marginata ‘Mini Marg’ by Ben

For next month please send us your pictures of
what is flowering in your garden with a name and
brief description so we can share it in the
newsletter. If we get a good response we might
also be able to create a slideshow to share online
or on the website.
PROTEACEAE FAMILY
Banksia marginata ‘Mini Marg’ (Chris K, <1.2m, full
sun/part shade, well drained)
Grevillea excelsior (Rob D), G. ‘Pink Surprise’, G.
superb, G. ‘Deua Gold’, G. ‘Lady O’ (Anita), G.
‘Moonlight’, G. ‘Robyn Gordon’, G. ‘Bush Lemons’
RUTACEAE FAMILY
Crowea exalata rubrum (or C. ‘Southern Stars’, 1m,
pink flowers, Winter/Spring, full sun/part shade),
C. saligna (Jill, in pot, 1m, Summer-Winter, NSW,
to 1m, well drained, sun or part shade), C.
‘Festival’ (Chris K, C. exalata x saligna, reg cultivar,
1m, Nov-March, likes pruning, good cut flower)
Correa ‘Federation Belle’ (Miriam, reg cultivar,
hybrid C. Marion’s Marvel x reflexa var speciosa,
1m), C. glabra ‘Ivory Beacon’ (0.5m, AutumnWinter, part shade, well drained), C. ‘Redex’ (Chris
K, reg cultivar C. reflexa x decumbens, Kangaroo Is
origin, 1m, long flowering, Winter-Autumn, hardy),
C. ‘Marion’s Marvel’ (reg cultivar C. reflexa x
backhousiana, 1-2m, part shade, Autumn-Spring),
C. ‘Split Bells’?

Grevillea ‘Deua Gold’ by Ben

MALVACEAE FAMILY
Lysiosepalum involucratum (endemic to SW WA,
<1.5m, part shade, well drained)

Correa ‘Federation Belle’ by Rob
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March Flower Table Report, continued

by Jill Lulham, pictures by Ben Eaton & Rob Dunlop (Document Camera)

LAMIACEAE FAMILY
Westringia fruiticosa ? (Chris K),
Prostanthera sp. (Chris K, white), P. cryptandroides
MYRTACEAE FAMILY
Callistemon quercinus ‘Injune’ (pale pink brush
fading to white, Qld, 2-4m, weeping, Spr-Autumn,
full sun), Callistemon subulatus ‘Brogo
Overflow’ (Chris K, to 1.5m, weeping habit, full sun,
hardy, red flowers, long flowering)
Hypocalymma xanthopetalum (WA, 1m, full sun/
part shade, well drained, good cut flower)
Backhousia citriodora (Lemon Myrtle, Qld, <8m,
clusters of white flowers, leaves can be used in
teas, curries, etc.)

Callistemon quercinus ‘Injune’ by Rob

MALVACEAE FAMILY
Brachychiton ‘Bella Donna’ (Lyhn, hybrid B.
acerifolius x populneus, <10m, pink flowers Spring Summer), B. acerifolius x populneus (Lyhn)
ERICACEAE FAMILY
Rhododendron viriosum (Ray W, Qld, 1m, corolla
tube is straight where R. lochiae is curved)
SCROPHULARIACEAE FAMILY
Eremophila fraseri (WA, 1-4m, reddish purple
sepals, March-Nov)

Hypocalymma xanthopetalum by Ben
Eremophila fraseri by Ben

FABACEAE FAMILY
Acacia jibberdingensis (WA, 1.5-7m, long
flowering, yellow rod flowers)

ORCHIDACEAE FAMILY
Dockrillia ‘Limestone’ (Chris K, D. cucumerina x
bowmanii, spicy lemon fragrance)
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Stationeers and the Rehabilitation of Railway Grounds
by John Walkley, pictures by John Walkley
I have lived by the Eaglemont Railway Station for almost 23 years. Ah, what a change the leafy eastern
suburbs of Melbourne are from the drier parts of my native South Australia. Have you heard of
Goyder's Line? Well let me tell you, it is better to be on the wetter south side of it if you like your
chlorophyll green.
As pleasant as the tree lined streets of
Ivanhoe and Eaglemont are, there is a sadly
neglected swathe of land through the middle
of it. Weed species from grasses through to
large trees. Once magnificent trees dead
and cloaked with introduced creepers.
If the Hurstbridge railway corridor was a
creek tributary of the Yarra River it would be
knee deep in conservationists. Not so a dual
line rail corridor - loved by commuters, but
largely neglected by residents and
environmentalists until very recently.
In the era of fully staffed stations there were
well-intentioned efforts to maintain the
station surrounds. A generation later the
poor land management practices of the public transport tsars have left us with a remediation task of
large proportions. And a lot of oleander, cotoneaster, agapanthus, bamboo, kikuyu, desert ash and the
list goes on.
A local group of community volunteers has formed to rehabilitate the grounds and surrounds of
Eaglemont Station. We are performing a duet, hopefully keeping tune and singing off the same hymn
sheet. This because there is both rail authority and Banyule Council land involved. A "Stationeers"
group is being established through Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria (KVB). There are already more than
50 Stationeers groups operating across the metropolitan
rail network including some inner stations on the
Hurstbridge line.
This enables volunteers to undertake landscape
beautification works around railway stations. But it
comes with many limitations and restrictions. The
railways do not love trees - no tree shall be planted.
(truly). The railways do not like red flowering plants
which might cause signal misreading. The railways decree
no water will be made available. No planting hole for
even tube stock is to be dug within 5 metres of any
underground cable. No person under 16 is allowed to
participate.
So you come to understand why we also exist as "Friends
of Eaglemont Village" to work on the adjacent Council
land. Trees by the hundreds and red flowered plants will
abound, holes will be dug, children will take part and
happiness will reign.
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Stationeers and the Rehabilitation of Railway Grounds, continued
by John Walkley, pictures by John Walkley
In years past, Eaglemont Station had well maintained gardens. Evidence of bluestone terracing can still
be seen (beneath the Allocasuarina thicket) on the slope from Sherwood Road to the outbound
platform. The group plans to rehabilitate small blocks at a time. This will mean replacement plants will
become established before more adjacent clearing takes place.
There is overgrown Banyule Council land adjacent to the rail line to be rehabilitated. More vegetative
screening of the recently built electricity substation, which enhances and protects the electric power to
increased train services, will occur early in our project. Good infrastructure but plain ugly. We also plan
to introduce thorny Acacias and Hakeas as a buffer around the substation. Some will exclaim "Oh, this
will protect the smaller birds!" - yes but we are also trying to deter the graffiti sprayers and vandals.
Our local Banyule Council Ward Councillor, Peter Castaldo, has visited on site twice and has spoken to
our volunteers. Peter is fully supportive and wants to encourage similar group activities at other
stations along the Hurstbridge line. Growing of (hopefully) appropriate native plants commenced in
August 2019. With help from neighbour Stephen Lake, I have grown over 600 suitable plants to
planting out stage. What a great teacher experience is and what a cruel master inexperience has been which is why I have begun volunteering with APS propagating groups.
Seed has been collected from Eucalypts, Acacias, Hakeas, Banksias, Melaleucas, Leptospermums,
Kennedias, Hardenbergias and more throughout our area, mostly by knocking on doors and asking for
permission. The first plantings are scheduled for late Autumn. The ANZAC Day holiday seems a likely
candidate now that large public gatherings are banned. Our first Stationeers group organised activity
was a successful Clean Up Australia Day event assisted by 30 volunteers on Sunday morning 1st March.
Our rehabilitation zone was tackled for litter and rubbish removal. Next we plan extensive weeding and
soil preparation before getting onto the fun of planting.
You can find out more about Stationeers and the program managed by Keep Victoria Beautiful on
behalf of the rail authorities on their website : https://www.kvb.org.au/stationeers/
Anyone with experience in nurturing "Friends of" groups or keeping broad leafed Hakea seedlings alive
past 4 leaf stage is most welcome to share their skills!
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Curiosity Spot: Feral Goats and the Brundah Mints by Miriam ford
Reproduced from the 2nd Quarterly FJC Rogers Seminar Newsletter
Noel Cartwright of the Weddin Community Native
Nursery, (Grenfell, Central NSW, near Forbes) sent
me cutting material for two of the Brundah Mints –
Prostanthera ovalifolia Brundah Candy (pink) and
Brundah View (purple) as well as Prostanthera
gilesii a critically endangered mint from Mt
Canobolos (Central NSW). We have lots of lovely
plants raised from this material.
The Brundah Mints are beautifully described on
page 45 of the ‘Cradle of Incense’ by George W.
Althofer. While George devotes a whole page to
the description of the area I give you an excerpt :
‘such a never to be forgotten picture...a river of
kaleidoscopic colour flowed between the giant
rocks…here were mint bushes with near-white
flowers, the palest pink, rose, then through all the
gradations of blue & mauve to the glory of purple &
violet.’

Prostanthera ovalifolia ‘Brundah Candy’

Noel told me how the Weddin Community Native
Nursery volunteers set about funding and building a
fence around the area to protect the mints which
had been heavily predated by feral goats. When I
first spoke to Noel about getting the plants, he said
they were almost finished and then…On May 13,
2019 I got this message from Noel - ‘Our mint bush
fence is now complete! And plants are looking good!
I've included two photos of the fence the day it was
completed! I'm the one with no hat. The other one is
Dennis a good friend and member of the Weddin
Community Native Nursery. Dennis built the fence.’
Congratulations and thank you Noel & others for
the protection, preservation and cultivation of our
beautiful flora. Maintaining such a gift for all of us
Prostanthera ovalifolia ‘Brundah View’
and for posterity.
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Committee, Newsletter and General Meeting Matters
The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:
•

Miriam Ford - President, COM Delegate,
Growers Group, Chair FJC 2020 Committee,
M 0409 600 644

•

Peter Smith - Vice President, Garden Visits,
M 0425 798 275

•

Andrea Himmelspach - Treasurer, Growers
Group, M 0424 314 648

•

Sue Gwilym - Secretary, Newsletter Editor,
M 0401 250 331

•

Carmen Cooper - Membership Officer,
Growers Group , M 0413 012 045

•

Adrian Seckold - General Meeting Plant
Sales, M 0431 071 503

APS YY Committee Meeting Dates:
General Committee Meeting:
7th April, 2020, by teleconference
FJC 2020 Committee Meeting:
TBC

Contributions to the next Newsletter to Sue
Gwilym by Tuesday 21st April please.
Email:
yarrayarra@apsvic.org.au
OR post to:
Newsletter Editor,
APS Yarra Yarra,
PO Box 298,
Eltham 3095
Thank you to Miriam Ford, Peter Smith, Jill Lulham
and John Walkley for articles; Jill and Miriam for
proof reading; Rob Dunlop, Ben Eaton, John
Walkley and Miriam Ford for images. Editor (SG) for
all other images & articles.
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd (https://
www.humebrickspavers.com.au/) Thank You!
Website: www.apsyarrayarra.org.au
Facebook: facebook.com/APSYarraYarra

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome
When: 8.00pm, 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30pm. Come early for plant
sales. $2.00 entry includes raffle ticket for plant prize. Supper following the meeting is provided.
Venue: Orana Building, Araluen Centre, 226 Old Eltham Rd, Lower Plenty.
Guest Speaker: Learn more through talks by expert speakers, and discussions following.
Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one per person) at the
end of the talk, when requested.
Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible, for the flower table.
Plant Sales: Members may buy plants, unusual varieties are often available, or sell their own.
Library: Members can borrow books from our specialist library.
Chairs: Members please help set up chairs for the meeting from 7.30pm onwards and
put away again after the meeting.
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