AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
Yarra Yarra Group Inc.
(Incorporation No: A0039676Y)

Newsletter
July 2020
Coronavirus Edition 3
Dear Members,
The continuing coronavirus restrictions are forcing us to do things in different ways—sometimes these
are welcomed and have led to a slowing down of our hectic lifestyles, other times they impact on our
routines and leave us feeling a bit lost. Our group is facing a few challenges with regard to what it can
bring to the membership and also our level of participation for committee and volunteering, which
Miriam will discuss in more depth later in the newsletter.

Welcome to New Members
We’d like to send a warm welcome to Warren Tomlinson and family, who have joined our ranks
recently. We hope you enjoy your membership and let us know if we can assist with anything.

July Outing - Royal Botanic Garden Cranbourne - Australia Garden
RBG Cranbourne will be familiar to many, but with restrictions the gardens have been closed to the
public. With restrictions easing we thought it might be a nice way to get our members together with
an outside walk. Depending on numbers attending we will break into smaller groups if necessary. We
are delighted to have Bill Aitchison and Sue Guymer joining us, two very knowledgeable APS stalwarts,
to provide an informal commentary on the walk. The details are as follows:
When: Sunday 5th July, 11.00am
Where: Meet at the Visitor Centre, Corner Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive (off South Gippsland Hwy),
Cranbourne 3977.
You can download your own map from the RBG Cranbourne website: https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/
documents/RBGV_Cranbourne_AusGd_Map_Web.pdf
Please don’t attend if
you are feeling
unwell. Strict social
distancing measures
will apply and we
suggest you provide
your own face mask
and hand sanitiser for
the visit.
Looking forward to
seeing you there!
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Important Notices from Committee by Miriam Ford
EXPO & FJC Rogers 2020: We will not proceed with events in enclosed spaces i.e. the ECRC for the
foreseeable future. We consider this to represent too much risk to ourselves and the public.
This means EXPO in its familiar format is cancelled for 2020. We did consider an outside sale but this
has also become untenable in light of recent rises in infections and restriction on numbers.
The FJC Rogers 2020 seminar format is described in detail below.
Membership Renewal: This has been postponed until further notice. All current members remain
current. When we ask for renewal, we will also require that you do this via EFT online or visit a bank, no
cheques or cash please. Enlist the assistance of a savvy IT person in your household.
Our AGM and APS Yarra Yarra Committee
Going Forward: We have postponed the AGM
until November. Due to the resignation of two
of our committee members, Adrian and Andrea
(our current Treasurer) we are now down to
only 4 members of committee.

We will not have a Treasurer from July
onwards and are investigating the possibility of
a part-time paid person as an interim measure.

FJC Rogers Seminar 2020 Update by Miriam Ford
The new format of the FJC Rogers Seminar Weekend (Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th October):
Lectures: The lectures will not take place in the hall on the Saturday. They will instead be available
online one week prior to the weekend, accessed via password for registered attendees.
They will eventually become available to the public as we believe this information will be of interest to
many keen on native plants. There are five speakers and details are in the FJC newsletters.
Garden Visits: These will take place over the weekend, 24th & 25th October. There will be up to 6
gardens in all and registration will be required, the form to become available soon. It will be
downloadable from the APS Vic website and also distributed via email. Attendees will be able to choose
one day (4 Gardens maximum) or two days (6 gardens).
Deadline for registration will be 1st October.
Plant Sales: Plant sales will occur both online & over the weekend at the Barfield Garden (for the APS
Yarra Yarra Growers) and Maranoa (for independent sellers such as Mike Williams & Phil Vaughan, only
Mint Bush and Allied Genera species).
The online sale applies for APS Yarra Yarra Growers only & will open 1st October for two weeks. This
will give us time to make up the orders for pickup at the Barfield Garden over the FJC weekend.
Remaining stock will be available for sale over the weekend.
Raffle: We have some wonderful prizes and tickets will be on sale over the weekend with the prizes
displayed at the Barfield’s. There will be a draw at 3pm each day over the weekend and winners will be
contacted by telephone to arrange collection.
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FJC Rogers Seminar 2020 Update by Miriam Ford continued
Our APS Yarra Yarra Member Open Gardens: We have two of our members presenting their gardens
for our FJC Rogers Seminar weekend of garden visits on October 24th & 25th – Lyhn & Gordon Barfield,
Research and Karen & Manny Giufre, Hurstbridge. The Barfield Garden is on ¾ acre and the Giufre
Garden is on 5 acres. Detailed descriptions of these gardens by their owners will be coming in the next
issue of our FJC Rogers 2020 news due out in late June/early July. Suffice it to say, both owners have
been tending to these gardens for some 20 years or so and their gardens are havens of beauty and
delight as these images show. We certainly appreciate the time, effort and creativity expressed therein
which we will all be able to enjoy come the FJC Rogers 2020 weekend.
APS YY Members help required please: Karen would appreciate some help with both weeding and
mulching if you can oblige – call Miriam 0409 600 644. Also another one of our FJC gardens, Lyla
Browne in Research would appreciate help with pruning – call Mike Williams 0418 372 262.
Sneak Peek:
Lyhn & Gordon
Barfield,
Research
Image by
Gordon Barfield

Sneak Peek:
Karen & Manny
Giufre,
Hurstbridge
Image by Miriam
Ford
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Plant Sellers
We have many plant sellers who would normally have participated in our Autumn Plant Sale that you
can still buy plants from—their contact details are listed below and on our website: https://
apsyarrayarra.org.au/australian-plants-expo/autumn-plant-sale/
•

Mike Williams (Montmorency) Ph: 0418 372 262. Check his Facebook page: Mike’s Native Nursery
https://www.facebook.com/forestlinenursery/

•

Chris Fletcher (Yarra Glen) Ph: 0419 331 325 – Plenty of stock. Please ring to make appointment.

•

Russell Wait (Riddell's Creek) Ph: 0428 388 211

•

SunValley Plants Nursery (Wandin): Ph: 0407 809
012

•

Goldfields Revegetation Nursery (Bendigo) Ph:
(03) 5439 5384 to enquire about purchasing
plants.

•

Natural Plantscapes (Wandin North) Ph: 0416
239 202 to arrange a visit to their nursery.

•

La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary Nursery (Bundoora)
Ph: 9479 1206 to enquire about purchasing
plants.

•

Phillip Vaughan (Pomonal) Ph: 0412 632 767 or e
-mail vaughans.plants@jollymac.com.au

Phymatocarpus maxwellii [Image M. Fagg]

Conservationists push to save Banksia vincentia from extinction - Extract from ABC
Illawarra by Sarah Moss
Conservationists from around the country are
working to save a critically endangered species of
Banksia from extinction.
Fourteen Banksia
vincentia plants were discovered 15 years ago in
the New South Wales South Coast town of
Vincentia. But now, with only four remaining in
the wild, conservationists from the Booderee,
Wollongong, Australian, and National Botanic
Gardens are collaborating to keep the species
alive. Banksia vincentia is among six species that
occur in the Shoalhaven region, but it does not
grow naturally in the nearby Jervis Bay suburb of
Booderee. Where it has grown has left it
vulnerable — eight years ago half the population was wiped out by fire, and then in 2016 the remaining
seven plants were affected by wet conditions. While things are looking dire in the wild, the push to
propagate the plants in the Booderee National Park is proving successful so far. At Booderee we have
well over 1,200 individual propagated plants. The aim is to establish 800 plants in the wild, 400 have
been planted so far with the rest to go in the ground before August. Read more at: ABC Illawarra
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Update on APS Yarra Yarra Growers by Miriam Ford, Image by Miriam Ford
Potting up of cuttings that have taken root in the heat bed is proceeding all the while here at
Hurstbridge. Recently two new members of APS YY have joined the Growers Group – Paul Bolger and
Roula Pappos – and while at Hurstbridge last Thursday potted up 100 forestry tubes of rooted cuttings
and processed and put in several pots of cuttings of Correa and Prostanthera. Welcome to both.
Image left: Paul in mask, almost out of picture in
the foreground, Roula in the background. All of
us working according to regulations with social
distance.
In the meantime we continue to pot up many
other species in order to be ready for both the
Spring plant sale in September and the FJC
Rogers in late October. Many Prostanthera,
Westringia and also Correa, Crowea, Kunzea,
Hakea, Eucalyptus, Acacia, Eremophila and
many others are moving from the confines of
forestry tubes into more spacious 90 mm super
tubes. I am rather hoping that my shade houses
have elastic sides for the young and vulnerable.
In the meantime the more mature plants,
mostly Prostanthera and Westringia handle the
weather here at Hurstbridge nicely. We have
had a few frosts but the ones outside are off the
ground on shelving and usually under the
protection of large trees. They are proving their
robustness.
In the meantime donations from our excess stock of the Autumn Sale have been going well and moving
on fast into gardens. I would also like to thank John Walkley, Bel Matthews and Janine Wallace from
the APS YY Growers for taking care of the maintenance of the plants in the shade house at Jill’s. I did a
re-supply of a few other species last week in order to top up supplies of some of the small to medium
species as well as a few of the more popular larger ones. Please consider getting some of these for
yourself/friends/family/neighbours if you haven’t already.

Donations from APS Yarra Yarra Growers
We’d like to thank the Growers Group for their generous donation of excess stock to members and their
friends and neighbours. Quite a few of you have taken up the offer to pick up some free plants, but
there are still some remaining if you haven’t yet had the opportunity. Numbers remaining as at 23rd
June are:

2 x Prostanthera cuneata, 2 x P. saxicola var major 'Pigeon Blue', 2 x P. scutellarioides, 6 x P. marifolia?,
5 x P. incisa, 10 x P. nivea var induta, 11 x P. phylicifolia, 6 x P. rotundifolia, 4 x P. stenophylla, 7 x P.
cineolifera, 11 x P. lasianthos ‘Wollomombi Gorge’, 5 x P. lanceolata, 6 x P. ovalifolia 'Brundah View', 9 x
P. sp. ‘Rowley's Creek’, 2 x P. behriana, 4 x Westringia longifolia, 5 x W. 'Poorinda Pavane'
Please call Jill on 0430 513 433 to arrange pick up.
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So, what leaves DO koalas eat? By Elizabeth Minchin (Reprinted from STEP Newsletter June 2020)
Distributed as they are through southeastern Australia, koalas Phascolarctos
cinereus, live for the most part in
eucalypt woodlands—but they may be
found also in trees of other genera:
Acacia,
Allocasuarina,
Callitris,
Leptospermum, and Melaleuca. The
leaves of Eucalypts make up the bulk of
their diet. Although they have many
more species to choose from, koalas
appear to show a preference for about
30. Of these the primary, most
favoured, food sources are Eucalyptus
microcorys Tallowwood, E. tereticornis
Mountain Red Gum, E. agglomerata
Blue-leaved Stringybark, E. amplifolia
Cabbage
Gum,
E.
cypellocarpa
Mountain grey gum, E. punctata Grey
gum, E. camaldulensis River red gum
and E. viminalis Manna gum.

Eucalyptus camaldulensis ssp camaldulensis [Image G & M Goods}

Amongst the secondary food sources are the following: E. blakelyi Blakely’s red gum, E. melliodora
Yellow box, E. pauciflora Snow gum, E. polyanthemos Red box, E. radiata Narrow-leaved peppermint,
and E. rubida Candlebark.
We are often told that koalas are fussy eaters and that they favour the leaves of one eucalypt only.
Certainly, they are discriminating, they are known to have individual preferences even within species.
But they can adapt, koalas in captivity in Adelaide eat the leaves of Western Australian eucalypt
varieties without protest.
Koalas eat up to about 400g of leaves a day. Theirs is a low-energy diet, hence their need to sleep or
rest for about 20 hours a day. The leaves, however, provide all or almost all the water these marsupials
need (the name ‘koala’ derives from the Dharug word gula, meaning ‘no water’).
During the summer bushfires distressed and injured koalas represented for many Australians the
catastrophic consequences for our wildlife of this environmental disaster. There has therefore been a
surge of interest in these strange creatures.
I commend the detailed and well-referenced Wikipedia article for a koala-overview. I also enjoyed
‘Eucalypt mythbusting: a comprehensive guide’ (https://www.rememberthewild.org.au/ ). The best
source of precise information on koala diet, however, is the website for the Wariapendi Nursery (native
plant and revegetation specialists): http://www.wariapendi.com.au/.
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June Member’s Gardens
Karen Giufre’s Garden - by Miriam Ford, Images by Miriam Ford
Karen has several Acacia podalyriifolia in her garden. They are the first flowering spilling their vibrant
bright yellowness into the winter garden.
She has many Eremophila maculata of many different colors in
flower and her Templetonia retusa plants dotted around the
garden are amazing, dense with brilliant orange red flowers.

On her back deck near the pond she has the most stunning
Guichenotia macrantha in a large terracotta pot. I gave this plant
to her as a birthday gift - I seem to have trouble with keeping
these alive and so it is thrilling to see how marvellous this one is
in Karen’s hands and I am inspired to try again.

Guichenotia macrantha

Eremophila maculata

Acacia podalyriifolia

My Garden - by Miriam Ford, Images by Miriam Ford
My Acacia beckleri is starting to fully express its
utter brilliance and the large fluffy yellow balls (1 to
1.5 cms in width) are a delight to behold. I love
watching them unfurl from the tight geometric balls
through the tufty somewhat beatnik look to the
resplendence of the fully fledged globes of gold.
This is a small upright plant in my garden (1m x
0.5m) wedged between several Prostanthera
scutellarioides but it doesn’t mind as it shines forth
at this time of year when there isn’t much else in
flower around it. It is hardy and copes with the dry
and cold conditions of the Hurstbridge area.
Hakea lissocarpha comes from Kalbarri, WA and is
truly spikey. It has a lovely honey aroma when in
flower and has been in the garden for over 15 years.
It has a modest disposition, unless you get too close,
1.5m high by 1m wide and gets covered all over with
these beautiful creamy white spikes of flowers.
Continued next page ….
Acacia beckleri
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My Garden - by Miriam Ford, Images by Miriam Ford
The Grevillea triloba is a surprise & delight, I don’t recall it flowering before now and it has been
growing slowly but surely for about 5 years just under a large wattle. I purchased this as a small plant
from the Friends of Melton Botanic Garden originally. I love it, the delicate spidery white flower heads
and the dramatic 3 lobed & spiked leaves (hence triloba). It is a small spreading shrub (0.5 X 0.5m at
present) and the APS Yarra Yarra Growers must propagate this one because I am sure many more of
you will want one. It seems quite hardy to the Hurstbridge conditions and soil.

Philotheca verrucosa came from Phil and each year is a delight when it flowers and a joy to me that I am
managing to keep it alive and indeed thriving. It is slow growing and each year puts on more stems that
get covered in these lovely pink buds which open to double flowered creamy white blooms. It is in a
large tub and fully exposed to the elements which it does not mind at all. I water it over the summer.

Hakea lissocarpha

Grevillea triloba

Philotheca verrucosa (double flower)

Anita Burke’s Garden - by Jill Lulham, Images by Jill Lulham
These were from Anita's front garden which was looking lovely. She has spent a lot of time in it
remodelling different areas. I paid Anita a visit when delivering plants to a couple of members in her
area. All the plantings were doing well.

Eremophila oppositifolia 'Hardy Harry'
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June Member’s Gardens
A Gaggle of Grevilleas in Anita Burke’s Garden

Grevillea ‘Superb’
Grevillea 'Moonlight'

Grevillea ‘Elegance’

Grevillea 'Mt Tamboritha

Crowea sp.

Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordon’
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Committee, Newsletter and General Meeting Matters
The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:
•

Miriam Ford - President, COM Delegate,
Growers Group, Chair FJC 2020 Committee,
M 0409 600 644

•

Peter Smith - Vice President, Garden Visits,
M 0425 798 275

•

Andrea Himmelspach - Treasurer, Growers
Group, M 0424 314 648

•

Sue Gwilym - Secretary, Newsletter Editor,
M 0401 250 331

•

Carmen Cooper - Membership Officer,
Growers Group , M 0413 012 045

•

Adrian Seckold - General Meeting Plant
Sales, M 0431 071 503

APS YY Committee Meeting Dates:
General Committee Meeting:
7th July, 2020, by teleconference
FJC 2020 Committee Meeting:
TBC end of June/early July

Contributions to the next Newsletter to Sue
Gwilym by Tuesday 21st July please.
Email:
yarrayarra@apsvic.org.au
OR post to:
Newsletter Editor,
APS Yarra Yarra,
PO Box 298,
Eltham 3095
Thank you to Miriam Ford and Jill Lulham; Jill and
Miriam for proof reading; Miriam Ford, Jill Lulham,
and Gordon Barfield for images. Editor (SG) for all
other images & articles, except as credited.
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd (https://
www.humebrickspavers.com.au/) Thank You!
Website: https://apsyarrayarra.org.au/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
APSYarraYarra

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome
When: 8.00pm, 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30pm. Come early for plant
sales. $2.00 entry includes raffle ticket for plant prize. Supper following the meeting is provided.
Venue: Orana Building, Araluen Centre, 226 Old Eltham Rd, Lower Plenty.
Guest Speaker: Learn more through talks by expert speakers, and discussions following.
Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one per person) at the
end of the talk, when requested.
Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible, for the flower table.
Plant Sales: Members may buy plants, unusual varieties are often available, or sell their own.
Library: Members can borrow books from our specialist library.
Chairs: Members please help set up chairs for the meeting from 7.30pm onwards and
put away again after the meeting.
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