
Australian Plants Society Grampians  Newsletter 1

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 20th March. Stawell Neighbourhood House 

Cathy Powers: Citizen Science . 
 Optional dinner at the Gift Hotel from 6:00pm  

Meeting at 7:30pm.

March 2018

Last Meeting
The first group meeting for 2018 was held at Beverley and Kevin Grace‘s home in Pomonal.
This was a relaxed get together for members. Many chose to walk around their extensive
garden which Beverley and Kevin started planting in 1976. Many plants were started from
seeds, like the Tasmanian Blue Gum. In 2006, a bushfire swept through their property, many
plants perished, many have grown back and many more have been replanted. A Brachychiton
was one of the survivors.
Beverley‘s advice for gardeners is to expect that some trees and plants will survive no matter
what the conditions, some will fall over in a puff of wind and some will fail to thrive, the main
thing is to have fun gardening.
After everyone finished their picnic meal, it was raffle time. I did notice that most of the winners
had green tickets this time, something to think about for next raffle!
Thank you to Linda, David, Bernie and Terry for donating plants.
Kevin mentioned a few items that had been discussed at the recent committee meeting and
these are in the newsletter. Thank you to Beverley and Kevin for hosting the meeting and to
those who provided cakes, biscuits and apricot pie to share with a cuppa.

Beverley answering questions during our walk round her extensive gardenBanksia baxteri in Beverley‘s
garden

Important Notice:  Our email address has changed to grampians@apsvic.org.au This is a
recommendation from APS Vic to all Districts groups as a more secure address and so people
know it‘s a genuine email.
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                            Coming Soon
Working Bees
Wednesday 7th March:
Repotting plants being grown for sale at the FJC Rogers seminar. 
Meet at Phil Williams place from 10am.

Saturday 25th March:
Pomonal Hall committee have invited us to join them in clearing
out the old CFA shed and
moving items to the shed at Pomonal Hall. Some of these items
belong to the Grampians Group. A garage sale will follow of any unwanted items.
Pomonal Hall committee will organise a BBQ at lunchtime.
An autumn clean up and replanting of Jane‘s Garden will take place on the same day.
All members who are available please come along.

Neutrog orders are being taken for autumn planting. An order form has been emailed out to
members. If you haven‘t received one please let Andrea (Secretary) know.
Please return your order by 31st March. Delivery dates will be advised when known.

Advance Notice
This year our annual Weekend Away will be a visit to the Little Desert National Park, to be
held on the 15th and 16th September 2018.

Maree and Graham Goods, authors of Birds and Plants of the Little Desert will be our tour
guides for a drive around the National Park. Car-pooling with those who attend with 4WDs
will be available for trips along the sandy tracks.
There will be plenty of wildflowers and other plants to find along the tracks whether driving
or walking the many trails. It is a lovely spot just to sit in the bush also.
Little Desert Lodge is accessible by car and various levels of accommodation are provided,

including camping and ensuite rooms. Please
see attached information from Little Desert
Lodge. Nearby towns may also have
accommodation if you prefer.
An evening meal will be booked for Saturday
15th; minimum number for chef cooked meal
is 20 at the Lodge. Numbers need to be
confirmed by the end of August for the meal.
Camp kitchen facilities are available for other
meals.
Other activities may be organised depending
on numbers attending.
Early booking for accommodation is advised
and there is a full refund policy for
cancellation three days prior to the date of
arrival.
Please let Andrea know, by email, if you are
interested in the weekend trip.

Little Desert Lodge Information
Buffet dinner  $25 pp
2 course dinner   $40 pp
Garden View ensuite rooms @ $140 per
night
4 x King bed
6 x Twin rooms (2 single beds) 2 are suitable
for disabled
2 x Queen/Single (queen bed and Single bed)
Standard ensuite rooms @ $120 per night
1 x King bed
1 x 2 Bunk beds
1 x 3 Single beds
9 x 2 Single beds
Campsites:  powered $38 per night;
unpowered $20 per night

Plants for repotting
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Garden Design Episode 2
Rain has fallen in February, how much is enough for our plants?
Some plants are surviving dry times but others aren‘t. I‘m sure we all have a list of our own plants
that haven‘t coped with this summer. At our place we have lost a few Hakeas, Boronias and even
the Correas aren‘t looking too good. Survival of the fittest is apparent. Who has noticed kangaroos
nibbling at a wider than usual plant cuisine? We have noticed some Hardenbergia and even our
dahlias (not native but grown in Australia) being an extended food source.
Now is a good time to make a list of what is surviving and mass plant.
Below is a poem from ANPSA Garden design study group newsletter number 58 May 2007.
In another of their newsletters, members of the group were asked to suggest six native plants that
could be planted together in a garden bed.
I‘m suggesting we try this and we can share our ideas in our newsletter.
My idea is:
Eucalyptus caesia •Silver Princess‘, 
Anigozanthos Big Red
Acacia baileyana prostrate form
Correa pulchella
Lomandra conferfolia
Orthrosanthus multiflora
Andrea Shelley

In Praise of Cushion Bush
In summer when the north wind scatters dust
and leptospermums shrivel up and die, 
when correas crisp and kangaroo paws fade, 
consider Leucophyta brownii. 

In winter-time when south-west gales attack 
and fling the eremophilas awry, 
tear and splinter branches, strip off leaves, 
then plant some Leucophyta brownii. 

Grown from cuttings or from suede-soft seed 
Cushion Bush you‘ll soon identify: 
half-moon sculpture wired in silver-grey,
night-bright Leucophyta brownii. 

To cliffs the bushes cling, or wind-dried sand, 
and bring a drowse of shimm‘ring bees that fly 
between the yellow, honeyed, pom-pom flowers - 
tenacious Leucophyta brownii. 

And so, with no regret, pass roses by, 
the parching sun and summer drought defy, 
for ev‘ry Aussie gardener can rely 
on unsung Leucophyta brownii. 
Judy Baghurst, SA Leucophyta brownii
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Across 
1.   The Grampians most common native grass 
9.   Is Aristida behriana a native grass? 
10.   The common name of Pomonal's most common exotic grass 
11.   2{[650-(25x4)]/11} 
12.  What our forebears did, bringing in many exotic grasses  
13. True or false: most of our native grasses are perennial 
15. What you get from becoming involved with grasses  
17. Important sites for remnant native grasslands 
20. The genus which carries the grass family name 
22.  Sweet vernal grasses 
 
Down 
2. Spear grasses 
3. The common name for Eragrostis 
4. Occurring on both sides of an axis 
5. What you need to keep the kangas out of the kangaroo grass 
6. Not a grass but often found therein 
7. Droseraceae 
8. The new name for wallaby grasses 
14. What flowers have but grasses don't 
16.  Found on most monocots and dicots unless they have cladodes 
18. The answer to the question, 'Why are grasslands important?' 
19. An organization inimical to grass; a Latin goddess  
21. _ _ enopods,  common plants (often weeds) with amazing seed pods 
 

This Month‘s Crossword
Compiled by Anthea Nicholls
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A Grass By Any Other Name

I love grasses! I admit it. And it must show because I got asked to write an article about them,
for this newsletter.

My love affair with Poaceae, the grass family, began when I moved onto my block in Robins Rd
and realised that I now owned 8 acres of it (give or take great swathes of capeweed, dandelions
and erodium). I knew that most of them would be considered weeds but decided early on that I
wasn‘t going to spend the rest of my time here hating them. They were obviously here to stay,
and while feeling hostile to rampant weeds in my garden seemed justifiable, I couldn‘t quite
summon permanent hostility on such a grand scale. We were going to have to come to terms
and I figured the first step was to learn their names.

At that stage I wasn‘t a member of APS or Jallukar
Landcare and didn‘t have any books on grasses, so I
dug up a specimen of every grass I came across, put
it in my grass collection and gave it a name. Milly,
Buzz, Skippy ... (I tried for names that made some
sense.) Then I scanned the verges of tracks and
roads every where. With a name, I could quickly
decide if I was looking at an old friend or a new grass
to collect. It made me think about names too and why
humans developed language (in general and nouns
in particular). It‘s just so much easier to think, •Oh,
there‘s Milly and Tessa,‘ than to carry around lots of
un-named images and descriptions. It seems that

while our hands can hold an array of cards, our minds seem to manage better with tags. 

Then Phil lent me the folder of specimens he and his
wife Jane had put together, and soon afterwards Jane
Marriott visited. She began to teach me the proper
names. Milly became Chloris, the grass with the seed
heads like windmills. Skippy, a wonderful little clumpy
grass with fluffy seed heads, a Wallaby Grass,
became Danthonia and later Rytidosperma. (We have
to keep up with the way names change as genetic
discoveries reveal hidden alliances which outer
appearances belied). And so it went. It turned out
there were far more native grasses than I had
imagined, especially on the road sides and along the
Robins Rd walking track. In summer evening walks
along this track became glorious with the light in the
seed heads of the Austrostipa, the spear grasses.
There was kangaroo grass, Themeda triandra, with its characteristic red, triangular heads.
There was Microlena, the lovely weeping grass, most obvious when it sent up its long curvy
stems which bent (wept) gracefully amongst the other grasses. There were even some of those
great little black fluffy seed heads, belonging to Neurachne alopecuroidea (hello-peck-your-eyes

Robins Road walking track

Chloris truncata and Ptilotus macrocephalus in
the nursery



Australian Plants Society Grampians  Newsletter 6

-out). And it was always special to discover some Elymus, the native wheat grass with its
characteristic wispy seed heads.

All this, and the challenge of finding these treasures
amongst the Veldt Grasses, the Wild Oats, and the
Briza (or as we called it as kids, blowfly grass), the
Fog Grass and Phalaris, the Fescues and Rye
grasses. I couldn‘t dislike them permanently. Some
of them are just as attractive as the native grasses
and they are here to stay after all. But I do have to
acknowledge that they can be a real problem,
especially when they lock up nutrients - as Ehrharta
(Annual Veldt Grass), and Vulpia species do - or
even secrete toxins - as Fescue does. This is bad
news for native grasses. I do get it!

As it turned out it was exactly the right time in the
history of Pomonal to become interested in grasses,
as the Jallukar Native Grasslannd  Rehabilitation
Project was about to take off. We went on grass ID
workshops, we collected seeds. Wendy and Neil
always knew the name of a grass I waved in front of
them (or nearly always!) and there were other poa-
philes just like me. It was like developing a taste for
apples and stumbling into Eden! The project is now
well underway. If you are developing a taste for
grasses and haven‘t yet gotten involved, you could
visit Phil‘s nursery and start with the several
hundred boxes of native grasses, and wildflowers
which grow in grasslands, which we planted last
autumn and have been harvesting all summer. It‘s a
delicious project!

Note: Googling any of these grass names will lead
you to online sites where you can identify grasses
and learn more about them. If you aren‘t into
Google, most books on local flora will have a
section on grasses. In particular I use the following
(all available through APS):

Grassland Plants of South-Eastern Australia by Neil
& Jane Marriott
Name those Grasses by Ian Clarke
Weeds of the South-East by Richardson &
Shepherd
Anthea Nicholls

Plants grown for seed collection

Robins Road showing the vigour of introduced
species, here mainly Briza
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Last Month‘s Crossword Answers
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APSVic Grampians Committee 2017­18

Office Bearers
President: Kevin Moulynox (0418 302 151)
Vice President: Neil Marriott (5356 2404)
Secretary: Andrea Shelley  (0405 993 763)
Treasurer: Danielle Chipier (5358 4104)

Ordinary Members
Phil Williams
Wendy Marriott 
Linda Handscombe 
David Handscombe

Neil Macumber
Sandy Moulinox
Peter Shelley
Anita Evans
Ross Simpson

Remember this is your newsletter and it will only be as good as the articles that you put in it.
Thanks to Andrea and Anthea for their contributions.  If there are articles you wish to contribute or
if there are things you would like to see in our newsletter then email Phil Williams at
pwn3381@gmail.com or by phone 0438 566 250 or by snail at P.O. Pomonal 3381

20th March                              Stawell Neighbourhood 
House  

Citizen Science -- Cathy Powers 

Optional Dinner at the Gift Hotel from 6.00 pm 

17th April                                                                              Pomonal Hall  Fungi -- Geoff Lay  

Optional dinner at Halls Gap Hotel from 6.00pm 

1st May  Pomonal Hall  Committee meeting 

15th May                                                                               Stawell Neighbourhood 
House  

2018 AGM 

Native grasses to grow in our gardens˜ Neil Marriott 

19th June                            Pomonal Hall                          WA Native Flowers--Linda & David Handscombe  

17th July Pomonal Hall  Introduction to grafting of native plants˜ Phil 
Vaughan 

21st August                Pomonal Hall                             Members night                                                                     
Plants of Arnhem Land---Anthea Nicholls 

Talks TBA ---- Other members  

15th&16th 
September 

Little Desert National Park Weekend away 

18th September Pomonal Hall                    Flower Show preparations, Spring plant table and 
Native Flora Photo competition and members choice 
award.  

6th&7th October Pomonal Hall           36th Pomonal Native Flower Show. 

16th October                                                               Pomonal Hall   Native Bees and other Pollinators- Denis Crawford 

20th&21st October  Horsham  FJC Rogers Seminar 

20th November Pomonal Hall  Bill Weatherly -Forgotten Woodlands, Bringing 
Banksias Back 

18th December TBA Christmas breakup 

 

Meetings commence at 730pm unless otherwise stated. 

Final details of meetings will be in the preceding newsletter.  

Visitors are welcome to come along to our meetings. 

APS Grampians Group
2018 Calendar of events


