March 2019
Friday Meeting

Garden Visit

15�� March at 8.00 pm

Schroder Garden, Montrose

A Macro Photographic Journey
through Nature

17 Jubilee Road, Montrose (Melway map 66 B1)

Nick Monaghan
Nick is an amateur wildlife photographer based in
Montrose. His main interest is macro photography,
specialising in our invertebrate creatures, a passion he
has been pursuing in earnest for the past 14 years.
Fourteen years ago, when he was living in southeast
Queensland, he got his first digital camera and took a
photo of a grasshopper in the backyard. This set him off
on this incredible journey.
Since then he has amassed over 35,000 photos of
countless species of insects, spiders and other
invertebrates, but has also branched out into wildflower
photography and now has a healthy collec�on of images
of some of our outstanding na�ve flora.
He manages a website called www.lifeunseen.com,
which is dedicated to Australian insects and spiders, and
which will soon be expanding to include wildflower
galleries. It has various blogs on the subject of
photography and ar�cles about some of the places he
has been to, and of course links to galleries containing
thousands of photos. He also has a facebook page called
"Lifeunseen - Nick Monaghan's Macro Photography".
This should be a fascina�ng presenta�on.

Friday mee�ngs are held at the
Australian Unity Hall
8 Main St, Blackburn
near the Blackburn train sta�on

Course topics
Planning your garden – things to think about
Crea�ng your garden –
construc�ng garden beds and paths, mounding,
sloping sites, rocks, soil
Looking a�er your garden –
pu�ng plants in, watering, fer�lising,
pruning.Wildlife and sustainability
Choosing plants for the new garden –
height layers, foliage types, colour, sun and
shade, screening, rockeries, where to get them
Propaga�on from seeds and cu�ngs

Sunday 17�� March at 2 pm
We’ve had to defer our planned visit to Fondata
(formerly Weller’s Restaurant) in Kangaroo Ground and
instead will be visi�ng Bruce and Jill’s garden in
Montrose. The group last visited the garden in spring
2014. It was open to the public as part of the Victorian
Open Garden Scheme in spring 2017.
Bruce had always intended to undertake some
major renova�ons a�er the last formal opening,
par�cularly in parts of the back garden where many old
shrubs had passed their use by date or had simply
grown too big for the space available to them. In the
back yard this renova�on is s�ll a work in progress.
There have been some replan�ngs in the front garden
as well.
A�er some good rains in November and December,
the balance of summer has seen very li�le rain on the
north facing slopes of Mount Dandenong and it is not
expected that a lot will be in flower for our visit but it
will be interes�ng to see the changes that have taken
place in the last couple of years.

Introduc�on to Gardening with
Australian Plants
Joe Wilson will be running another Introduc�on to
Gardening with Australian Plants Course in April and
early May this year. The course will be run on Tuesday
nights on 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th April, finishing on
7th May.
These courses are always very popular and
informa�ve. They will again be held at the
Hor�cultural Centre at 82 Jolimont Road, Forest
Hill. The cost per person is the same as last year at
$75.
If you, or a friend, want to find out more please
contact Joe on 9812 0209 or email
maroondah@apsvic.org.au
Joe needs help from Maroondah members with
supper and to talk to course par�cipants. It is a great
chance to learn more, make new contacts, and
importantly to encourage non-APS people to get
involved with na�ve plants, which is a key purpose of
APS. If you can help, please contact Joe on 9812 0209.

February Members Night
Our first speaker was Ryno Oppermann, who is also
one of our newest members. He has only been in
Australia for a short �me a�er immigra�ng from his
na�ve South Africa. He apologised that he didn’t know
enough to speak about an Australian plant yet.
Instead, he told us about the South African shrub
Aspalathus linearis. This pea plant is the source of
Rooibos tea. It grows in similar condi�ons to those
found in south west Western Australia, in a
Mediterranean climate. It is a nitrogen fixer a�er fire,
being a pioneer species, similar to many Australian
plants.
Ryno made himself very popular by bringing along
some of this healthy, tasty tea for our members to try at
supper.

• The Mediterranean climate is similar to Australia
• Winter rainfall between 200–450 mm per year
• Deep coarse, well-drained acidic sandy soils
• Temperatures from 0°C in winter to 45°C in
summer

This mee�ng was a lovely social occasion, set up by 10 of our own Maroondah members
taking “star turns” with 5 minute presenta�ons. What diversity!
Wri�en by Sue Guymer

Regenerates by re-seeding or re-sprou�ng a�er fire, where Fynbos vegeta�on is characterised by a fire return of 4 to 50
years. The tap root goes down to 3 m or more. A nitrogen fixer in the post-fire environment.

Debbie Jerkovic spoke about using recycled
�mber for flooring and vani�es in the recent
renova�on of her home. She chose recycled
�mber in preference to cu�ng down more
trees in the old growth forests.
In the past many large, old trees were cut
down to build factories. Hence there is a great
variety of �mbers available from factories
which have since been demolished.
She decided that she wanted to use local
Victorian eucalypt hardwood species. A lot of
the buildings were constructed about 100
years ago, from �mber cut from trees which
were o�en a couple of hundred years old when
felled, and so the �mber can be about 300
years old.
Deb’s �mber came from the To�enham
Muni�ons store and Ton�ne factory. She got 6
different Victorian eucalypt hardwood species:
• Messmate (E. obliqua)
• Brown Barrel/Cut Tail (E. fas�gata)
• Silvertop Ash (E. sieberi)
• Alpine Ash (E. delegatensis)
• Mountain Ash (E. regnans)
• Yellow Stringybark (E. muelleriana)
Timber from this old factory frame became a new staircase and a bathroom vanity unit.
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Former
APS
Maroondah
President Michael Cook moved to
Botanic Ridge, south of Cranbourne,
2 years ago. He took us on a pictorial
journey of the development of his
new na�ve garden.
The grass nature strip has been
planted up, a fernery added along
one side of house, and the back
garden has been totally renovated.
Michael has put in a several
Hymenosporum flavum to screen
the neighbours’ proper�es. He also
put in a pond with dry creek bed.
The garden is now packed with
Australian plants, and includes two
beau�ful murals painted by Michael
and Sally’s daughter Nicola.

The new back garden at Michael’s house.

Dallas Boulton spoke about how she became involved
with APS, not only at Maroondah group level but also at
Victoria Region level. She and her husband Bernard
volunteered to post out the quarterly Growing Australian
journal. This got her involved in APS Victoria Commi�ee,
which meets four �mes a year.
Dallas is a great ‘doer’ (usually with Bernard’s help).
Her current projects include:
• Organising Maroondah group’s hos�ng the Vic
Commi�ee mee�ng on Saturday 2nd March
• Organising the APS Vic Melbourne Interna�onal
Flower and Garden Show (MIFGS) display and talks for
2019.
• Organising a display in 2020 at Federa�on Estate in
Ringwood, to celebrate 250 years since Banks’ and
Solanders’ botanical explora�on of Australia on the
Endeavour with Captain Cook.

The nature strip.

Sue Bendel is a Wildlife Carer who runs a shelter for
possums and birds. She is also involved with Friends of
Leadbeater's possum. Sue spoke about the work of wildlife
carers and explained that you have extensive training with a
cer�fied Wildlife Carer in Victoria before you can be cer�fied
to be a Shelter Operator. Wildlife come in as young whose
mother has been killed on the road, injury or heat stress. Birds
and bats also get caught in ne�ng and barbed wire fences.
Sue also explained what to do if you find dead wildlife on
the road. If safe, check for young in the pouch of dead females.
If the young are alive, remove them, being careful not to damage their
mouths as they may be clamped to the teat. If necessary, cut the teat off
the dead mother. The last step is to mark the dead animal with flouro paint
to tell people that it has been checked.
(Editor: A�er the mee�ng, I spoke to Sue about returning her charges
to the wild. They are returned to where they are found if possible.
However, some�mes the place is unknown or unsuitable. Sue would like to
hear from anyone who could provide a release site in our area – ring her
on 0427 055 071).

Rescued possum
being bottle fed.

Victim of roadkill.
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Bill Aitchison

Bill Aitchison told us about the recent Kimberley
Coast expedi�on cruise which he and Sue went on last
winter. The expedi�on guides documented 57 bird
species, and other fauna including whales and the
short-eared rock wallaby.
Plants seen included Calytrix exs�pulata, Kimberley
Rose (Brachychiton viscidulus), Acacia la�folia, P�lotus
exaltatus, and the historic ‘Mermaid’ Boab Tree
(Adansonia gregorii). This boab was inscribed by
explorer Phillip Parker King in 1820 when his ship, the
Mermaid, was brought ashore for repair.

Bill Aitchison

‘Mermaid’ Boab Tree (Adansonia gregorii)

Microcachrys tetragona

Geoff Lay

Geoff Lay spoke about some of the weird and
wonderful plants which he has seen in his travels across
Australia.
Some he showed us were –
Banksia coccinea (WA) – some Japanese tourists at the
Banksia Farm thought that the flowers were kni�ed!
Trichosanthes holtzei (NT) – the flowers on this creeper
appear crocheted.
Aerial roots of a thicket of Pandanus forsteri on Lord
Howe Island (about 4 m tall).
Edible Strawberry Pine (Microcachrys tetragona) and
Cushion Bush (Phyllachne colensoi) in Tasmania.
Pentachondra pumila – �ny plant from the snow
country.
Aqua�c fern Azolla pinnata.
Ac�nobole uliginosum – ‘living rocks’ around Bendigo
area.
Balanophora fungosa – a root parasite.
Lechenaul�a macrantha – Wreath Lechenaul�a.

Geoff Lay

Rainbow Bee Eater

Trichosanthes holtzei

Looking for Ar�cles

Geoff Lay

We are always looking for items from members
to put in Kunzea. You don’t need to write a lot.
Maybe you have some unusual or uncommon plant
in your garden, or something that has done
surprisingly well – or badly!
Photos are great (high resolu�on please) – and a
few words to give them context is always helpful.
Contact Kunzea Contents Editor Sue Guymer on
aitchguy@gmail.com or 9872 3583.
Pentachondra pumila
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Joe Wilson

Joe Wilson

Joe Wilson chose to talk about special small trees. He
suggested that they would make good street trees.
He showed Eucalyptus rosacea, Eucalyptus eximia
dwarf form, Eucalyptus cur�sii (Plunke� Mallee),
Eucalyptus pleurocarpa (for foliage and fruits), Eucalyptus
woodwardii and Brachychiton acerifolius.
Joe men�oned that there has been a good example of
the brachychiton which has been on the nature strip in
Springvale Road just south of Nunawading sta�on for
many years.

Eucalyptus rosacea

Eucalyptus cur�sii (Plunke� Mallee)

We gardeners are always interested in how much rain
falls on our gardens. We hear a lot of informa�on for the
City of Melbourne, but not necessarily where our gardens
are.
Tim Morrow presented informa�on on the long-term
average rainfall of local suburbs, as opposed to
Melbourne city. The average is measured in millimetres
per year. The amounts are related to the topography of
the area, such as the hills which help with upli� of air to
create rain. Local hills include the Dandenong Ranges and
also a hill at Heidelberg.

Average Rainfall (mm)
Ferny Creek
Scoresby
Montrose
Mitcham
Viewbank (Bulleen)
Melbourne (City)

Peter Rogers

Peter Rogers introduced us to Pimelea decora. It is
known as the Flinders Poppy, and occurs in central
Queensland, in grassland around Hughenden.
When Peter and Alison saw this plant, they had no
idea what it was – suspec�ng that it was a weed. It was
covering a large area. It is rela�vely uncommon but very
prolific in its restricted area.
It doesn’t look anything like other pimeleas! The
flowers are deep pink at top and cream below, and appear
all year above the aqua foliage. It a�racts Green Jewel
Bugs and bu�erflies.

1046.1
854.4
1028.6
850.8
656.3
648.3

Peter Rogers

Peter Rogers

Pimelea decora

Green Jewel Bug
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Specimen Table
Wri�en up by Mirini Lang

Thanks to our presenter Joe Wilson. We had a fairly short discussion due to the longer presenta�on
by our member speakers. Please remember to bring specimens to our March mee�ng.
Grevillea ‘Pla�num Blonde’ – Similar cul�var to G.
‘Moonlight’. Joe commented that he recently saw a
beau�ful row of G. ‘Moonlight’.
Grevillea ‘Bush Lemons’ – Brighter yellow than G.
‘Moonlight’ and flowers are above foliage. Grows to
about 3 m tall and flowers most of the year.
Billardiera bicolor – now called Marianthus bicolor –
From WA. White flowers with purple stripes.
Decora�ve rather than as a screen. It has an open habit
in a warm, dry posi�on. It will creep on other shrubs if
nearby, or will develop into a 1 m shrub if solitary.
Banksia marginata ‘Minimarg’ – a form from
Croajingolong. A compact plant 1 m tall and 1.5 m
wide. Suckers.
Trachymene coerulea (Blue Ro�nest Island Daisy) – an
annual. Has a pincushion-like blue/purple
inflorescence. Propagates from seed readily.
Correa eburnea – a green-flowering correa which is
very tough. In ideal condi�on, it can grow up to 4 m.
Chorilaena quercifolia – a tough shrub growing 1-4 m
tall. It has green or red flowers and oak-shaped leaves.
It is able to grow in the full shade or sun, wet or dry
posi�ons in most soils. Can be pruned hard. It can layer
if branches are res�ng on the ground.

Grevillea ‘Pla�num Blonde’

Grevillea ‘Bush Lemons’

Banksia marginata ‘Minimarg’

Trachymene coerulea

Technical Changes

Member news

We depend on technical exper�se in running our
Friday night member mee�ngs. In par�cular, Graeme
Nicholls has been managing the audio-visual
presenta�on and recording for many years. Michael
Cook and Rob Dunlop have also been involved in recent
years.
Graeme has decided that it is now �me to hand over
the responsibility. Nicki Jerkovic has offered to take this
on, with con�nuing help from Michael and Rob.
Many thanks to Graeme for his long-term dedica�on
to this role. Thanks also to Nicki for taking it on, and
Michael and Rob for their contribu�on.

Bev Hanson
It is wonderful to hear that Bev is finally out of
hospital, at home and on the mend. She would like to
thank all the Maroondah members who were so kind
and helpful to her during her illness.
Trix Chambers
Trix was a long-�me member of APS Maroondah
when she lived in our area. She has been living in a
re�rement home on Phillip Island for several years now.
Jan and Graeme Nicholls were on the island recently and
enjoyed a visit with Trix who loves to keep in touch with
our group through the newsle�er.
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Doongalla Forest, Mt Dandenong

Sue Guymer

Russell Best on Natureshare

Bill Aitchison

Sue Guymer
Instead of a garden visit in February, we had a very
pleasant Sunday a�ernoon in Doongalla Forest. We
started with a stroll for about half an hour, seeing a
number of different plant species and hearing a number
of birds (including a Lyrebird).
Then we gathered for a shared a�ernoon tea and
socialised in the picnic grounds. There we were treated
to seeing the rare Rufous Fantail. We also saw a Swamp
Wallaby as we drove out.
Plants seen included:
Swamp gums (Eucalyptus ovata),
Mountain ash (Eucalyptus regnans)
Acacia ver�cillata
A�ernoon tea
Goodenia ovata (domina�ng the understorey)
Spyridium parvifolium
Bedfordia arborescens
Dipodium roseum
Olearia lirata and O. argyrophylla
Coprosma quadrifidus
Billardiera mutablis
Tetratheca ciliata
Pandorea pandorana
Tieghemopanax sambucifolia (Elderberry Panax)
Stylidium graminifolium
Rufous Fantail
Ferns – Bracken, both So� Treefern and Hard Treefern

Dipodium roseum

News from Ray and Eva’s Garden
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Eva Kowal

Ray Turner

Ray has let us know about a couple of recent happenings in their
Cranbourne South garden.
‘We had li�le bit of excitement at our place in early February. We
were very privileged for our place to be chosen for a koala's release
back into the wild. He was found just around the corner in
a distressed state and covered in dried mud about a week earlier.
A�er he was cleaned up and checked out, the animal rescue people
looked for a safe place close to where he was found to release him
back into the bush. They spied our
bandicoot sign on the front fence
so they knocked on our door. They
turned up the next evening with him,
and as he hadn't been given a name
we called him Keith for the occasion,
but from the next day he was back to
just being called the koala.
It was quite interes�ng to observe
his habits on his release. His first move
was obviously to start climbing the
tree, but he made regular stops on the
way up to look at us, as if to say, thanks this is great. He didn't take
too long to reach the top and start tes�ng out the fresh tucker, so I
reckon he made himself at home pre�y quickly. Unless you knew he
was up the tree you wouldn't have a clue he was up there. He was
nowhere to be seen the next morning, despite Eva's searching.’
Ray previously provided us with a photo of an echidna drinking
out of an old miniature ute which adorns the garden. Ray recently
resprayed the ute, and has sent us a photo of a female Common
Bronzewing admiring the new paintwork.

Eva Kowal

from Ray Turner
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Upcoming Events
Friday Meetings
th

Garden visits and activities
th

15 March

17 March – Schroder garden, Montrose

Nick Monaghan – A Macro Photographic
Journey through Nature

12th April

14th April – Margaret James’ garden and
Rosanna Parklands

Emmaline Bowman – Garden Design using
Australian Plants

17th May

19th May – Frank O’Dea and Diane Hedin

Royce Raleigh – Hakeas
st

21 June

gardens, Box Hill South
23 June – to be confirmed
rd

Robert King – Mangroves

19th July

21st July – to be confirmed

Peter Rogers – Visi�ng Cape York
th

16 August

25th August – Pam Yarra garden, Heathmont

A B Bishop – Habitat gardens

FNCV Botany group talks
Third Thursday of the month – starts at 8 pm at FNCV
Hall, 1 Gardenia Street, Blackburn
(Melway map 47 K10)

APS Victoria and ANPSA events
30th September – 4th October 2019
ANPSA Na�onal Conference, Albany WA.

th

18 April – Andre Messina on ‘VicFlora: species
updates, wri�ng keys, uploading images and more’.
16th May – David Cameron on ‘Forest Succession
in East Gippsland’.

Melbourne International Flower and
Garden Show (MIFGS)
Wednesday 27th – Sunday 31st March: APS Victoria
represented with a stall and also stage presenta�ons,
Royal Exhibi�on Building, Carlton Gardens, Carlton
(Melway map 43 K5).

Manningham Council Environment
Seminars
First Wednesday of the month – 7:20 pm at River View Room,
Grand Hotel, Warrandyte (Melway M23 E12).

3rd April – Lindy Lumsden on ‘Bats – Fascina�ng
Creatures of the Night’.

Help Needed
Elspeth Jacobs has been wri�ng ar�cles based on the
talks at our mee�ngs for quite some �me. She has
decided to relinquish this task and we thank her very
much for providing this service, which enables
members who miss the mee�ng to find out what was
discussed. It is also great to be able to look back on
newsle�ers to remember details from the talks.
We need someone to volunteer to take this on. You
don’t necessarily have to write up every mee�ng
speaker. It would be great to have 2 or 3 members
volunteer to take turns.
This is a wonderful way for newer members to learn
more and become involved with other members. There
is also a huge advantage in going over the talk again –
you get so much more from it.
If you can help, please contact Kunzea Contents Editor
Sue Guymer on aitchguy@gmail.com or 9872 3583.

Australian Plants Society Maroondah Inc.
Postal address: P.O. Box 33, Ringwood 3134
Email: maroondah@apsvic.org.au

Newsle�er contribu�ons:
Contribu�ons for the April 2019 Newsle�er should be sent to
Sue Guymer (aitchguy@gmail.com) no later than

Monday 1st April 2019
Check out the Maroondah Group website at
australianplantssoc.wix.com/maroondah
Member page login: mrndh2016
How about making a contribu�on to the
website?
And have a look at the APS Vic website at
www.apsvic.org.au
Published by APS Maroondah Inc.
Registra�on No. A0013122B

Commi�ee
Bruce Schroder
Bill Aitchison
Peter Rogers
Joe Wilson
Jan Nicholls
Sue Guymer
Graeme Nicholls
Alison Rogers
Barry Ellis
Dallas Boulton
Debbie Jerkovic

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Newsle�er Editor
Newsle�er produc�on

9728 1342
9872 3583
9801 6946
9812 0209
9893 4422
9872 3583
9893 4422
9801 6946
0403012109
9729 1538
9885 7276

