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Next meeting: End Of Year Party
Botanica Springs Community Centre
249 Clarkes Rd, Brookfield
Thursday, 22 November, 6.30pm
onwards
• BYO plate to share, drinks (no
alcohol)

Upcoming Meetings:
January Potting up Hakeas
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Monthly Meeting Recap – Garden Visit
A trek up to the hills of Bullengarook was absolutely well worth it (until the sun went behind the
hill and we huddled together as the cool evening air descended.) Norris and Lucille have created a
fabulous oasis in quite a unique environment. I watched the temperature guage as we climbed
and there was close to 5 degrees difference between Melton and their place. As a result, they are
able to grow quite different species of plants that wouldn’t survive at my place.

A stunning display of Banksias, Waratahs, Proteas and more were vying for our attention as we
meandered down paths. And I’ll add that their berry patch is out of control! I haven’t seen such
marvelous specimens like that. They’ll have to more than just have it bird and rabbit proof! I’m
sure Norris is out there right now, putting up cameras to catch me sneaking in!
A lovely bbq/picnic followed with casual conversation. Even the wildlife wanted in on the action as
we were visited by a King Parrot and a white Cockatoo.
A huge thank you to Norris and Lucille for allowing us to visit your piece of paradise.
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Next Meeting – End of Year Breakup Party
Date: Thursday 22 November, from 6.30pm onwards
Bring: A plate of finger food to share. This could include party pies, sausage rolls, mini quiches,
sandwiches, cakes, anything you choose. There is an oven and microwave available. *Reminder
that Botanica Springs is a Community and Childcare centre so no alcohol is allowed on the
premises. *
Entertainment: Each member is asked to bring along a story with a slide show or pictures. It does
not have to be garden related, it can be something funny, something in the garden, something
during travels, something at work or whatever tickles your fancy. The slide show can be on a
memory stick - the photos (if not digital) can be their own printed memories, just something that
can be shown in around 5 minutes.
Raffle: The raffle this month includes 7 prizes but will be drawn differently.
Step 1: Check the prizes and choose which one/s you are interested in.
Step 2: Buy as many raffle tickets as you like at $1 each.
Step 3: Put however many raffle tickets you have bought into the box corresponding with the
prize/s you are interested in.
Step 4: Cross your fingers.
Step 5: Each box will have 1 ticket drawn. If this is your ticket, you get your chosen prize.

Prize 1:

A very cute little bonsai, “Old
Man Banksia” Banksia serrata.
This little guy stands at 41cm
(16”) tall and would look great
on anyone’s table.
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Prize 2:
“Prima Donna” Elaeocarpus
reticulatus ‘Pink Flowered
Form’ (Blueberry Ash).
This stunner is a hardy native
tree, growing up to 6m in ideal
conditions. The dense foliage
is a bronze green when young,
maturing to a deep green. It
will flower in late Spring,
followed by masses of dark
blue, pea shaped berries. Full
sun to part shade, native to SE
QLD, eastern NSW and Vic as
well as King and Flinders
Islands (bet. Vic and Tas).

Prize 3:

How cute is this little fella? Standing at
24cm (9.5”) tall and 16cm (~6”) wide,
I’d love to see him in next year’s photo
competition.
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Prize 4:
“Majestic” is certainly the
right name for this Grevillea.
The birds will love this one
that will get to around 3m
high x 1.5m in ideal
conditions. Spread some
fertiliser in Spring and mid
Summer and you will be
rewarded from Autumn right
through Winter and into
Spring with these fabulous
rose coloured flowers with
white and cream stamens.
Grow in full sun and enjoy!

Prize 5:
A combo deal – an outdoor
pot measuring 20cm (8”)
high and across with a
unique textured surface
and a Philotheca
myoporoides “Ruby
Cascade” shrub. When
most other plants are
hibernating in the winter,
you’ll be rewarded with
deep pink to red flower
buds. It will handle full sun
to part shade and grow to
1.5m high by 1m wide in
ideal conditions.
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Prize 6:
We all know that seeing a ring of
toadstools in the morning means
that the fairies had a party in your
garden the night before, imagine
what they will do when they see
this one! This ‘magic’ mushroom
measures 34cm (~13”) high x 28cm
(11”) wide. Big enough for you to
dance around yourself!

Prize 7:
Another combo deal, this
stunning pot is more suited
to be indoors and features
very unique black and
charcoal patterns. It
measures 20cm (8”) high x
22cm (8.5”) wide. Teamed
with this is a sporty little
Callistemon salignus “Great
Balls of Fire”. A great
hedging plant, it will grow up
to 1.5m x 1.5m if you let it.
Prune it well and you’ll see
the bright pink new growth.
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Newsletters and information
Remember to check out the dropbox account for new newsletters from other APS groups,
study groups and more. They are added regularly and will be left there for a couple of
months before being removed.
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o4khgv1wrjfmeg3/AABZ9PD-6KLgoLnz75N3MOM0a?dl=0

Upcoming Events
There are no events listed until next year so enjoy some time in your gardens!

Your calendars will be available for collection at our meeting in November!

Our next meeting will be in January on the 24th when we will head up into the hills again for our
annual Potting Up afternoon at David and Barb’s. It will give us a chance to see the different
species of Hakeas that have been tenderly sprouted and cared for.

Last but not least:

From the APS
Melton & Bacchus
Marsh Committee
to you and your
families. Be safe
and we hope to see
you all in 2019.
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Contacts:
Australian Plants Society – Melton & Bacchus Marsh Inc.
Incorporated in Victoria: A0026204P
ABN: 68 053 689 781

APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Committee 2017/18
President

Christine Huf

0412 081 074

Vice President

Russell Wait

0428 388 211

Secretary

(vacant)

email: apsmeltonbacchus@gmail.com

Public Officer

David Pye

Treasurer

Cathy Powers

Committee

Lucille McCarthy, Barb Pye, Norris McCarthy

Newsletter Editor

Christine Huf

0412 081 074

email: c.phot.804@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!
All contributions to the newsletter are gratefully received. Please send a word document and photos to the
group’s email address. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email or phone. I am also happy to
research a subject for an article if you give me a topic you would like to see explored.
Postal address:

Bank details: Bendigo Bank, Bacchus Marsh

PO Box 946

Acc: Australian Plant Society – Melton & Bacchus Marsh Inc

Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340

BSB: 633 000

Acc No: 158993733

MEETINGS: 4th Thurday of the month, Feb – Jun, Aug – Nov (doors open at 7.30pm)
VENUE: Botanica Springs Community Centre, 249 Clarkes Rd, Brookfield

Disclaimer: Any errors in this publication are by the editor.
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