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We are now meeting on the 4th Thursday
of the month at our new ‘digs’, the
Botanica Springs Community Centre,
located on the west side of the road at
249 Clarkes Road, Brookfield.

Upcoming Meetings:
October – Garden Visit and
BBQ at Norris and Lucille’s
place, Bullengarook

November – End of Year
Breakup

1|Page

Monthly Meeting Recap – Wandering
Geoff Lay took us on a photographic tour from the Tasmanian alps to coastal gardens at
Warrnambool and the mid coast of NSW, through the Grampians and to Central Australia.
Unfortunately I have not been able to get a copy of his slide show or his photos for the newsletter,
so instead I am going to show you a pictorial year of travelling by Ash and myself.
In March, we went to China where, especially further south, we were treated to a wonderland of
sights, sounds and crazy people on scooters:
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In August, I was fortunate to be sponsored to attend a conference in San Antonio, Texas where I
was also able to spend a few days with some sight seeing.
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Then, just this month I spent 5 days in Perth, also for a conference. After I gave my presentation, I
snuck out and went to Kings Park where I dodged rain showers but had a fabulous time.

Next month, some of the group will head to Pomonal and Grampians for some garden visits. More
details to come on page 8. Unfortunately I won’t be able to attend as I have a scheduling conflict,
but take your cameras and think about the next photo comp.

Photo Competition
Speaking of which, the photo comp will be held at the next meeting, Thurs 27 Sep, around what
should be a quick AGM.
I received (and added a few extras to smaller category groups) a total of 107 photos! Come along
and see some stunning photos. Vote on your favourites that will be turned into a calendar for
purchase.

4|Page

Next Meeting – AGM
Fear Not!!! Usually the thought of an AGM sees people scurrying into hidey holes and not turning
up to this meeting because it is not as exciting as other meetings. This one won’t be! I’m not a
huge fan of them either, but they are a necessary evil to keep the club going. I promise that this
one will be quicker than the past few years which will give us more time to look at pretty pictures
and plants.
The main role that needs to be filled is the Secretary. Please consider standing for this role, or as
an extra member, even if just for 12 months. Have a say in how you would like the club run, put
forward options for meeting ideas/guest speakers and possible tours.
Tables have been booked for dinner at La Porchetta at the Woodgrove Shopping Centre. Come
along at 6pm if you don’t feel like cooking before the meeting. We may not be able to order

and pay separately so please try to either bring cash or have the ability to transfer
funds to one person for a central payment. Check out the menu at:
https://www.laporchetta.com/our-menu-melbourne/ for prices and dietary options.
To find La Porchetta:
Best option is to drive along High Street towards the Woodgrove Shopping Centre, enter near the
Kmart Tyre and Auto Service:
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Entry is from the outside of the shopping centre. Try not to get too frustrated if there is a lack of
parking, Thursday night is late night shopping and most of the town seems to know it.

Membership
Your membership may be overdue. Please contact Cathy if you are uncertain of your
membership status. The September issue of Growing Australian is the last one to be
received until your membership for 2018/19 is submitted. (We won’t chase you about it)
Cathy’s details:
-

0412 806 368
koolahcmp@gmail.com
See her at the next meeting
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Plant Profile - Casuarina glauca
Better known as its common name, Cousin It, this is just a fun plant to have in your garden.
Starting off as a little clump, he has slowly grown, meandering over rocks and other things in his
path to create a fabulous textured feature of his own.

A non-flowering version of the Casuarina, he earned his identity for resembling his name sake on
the Addams Family tv series. It is tempting to want to attack him with a brush but it does stay neat
and tidy, only getting up to 20cm high, but spreading as far as 1.5m wide in ideal conditions.

This critter will tolerate a range of soil types and loves full sun. Luckily, he is soft to touch and once
he likes his spot, he’ll stay put for a long time so pick your spot first as he won’t like it if you pull
him up and move him elsewhere. This is a good plant for spilling over edges of walls or rockeries or
if you have pipes or other things you would rather hide.
Salt, drought and light frost tolerant, this happy shag pile can be propagated by cuttings, but can
be a little temperamental.

(www.weku.fm)
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Upcoming Events
Visit to Pomonal and the
Grampians
Saturday 6th to Sunday 7th October.
Our APS group has organised a weekend
excursion to Pomonal and the Grampians
for the above weekend. It is possible to
participate for the whole weekend or for
just one day of this group excursion.
On Saturday, we will visit the Native
Flower Show at Pomonal, and then
several native gardens in the area.
On Sunday morning, we will either visit
more gardens or walk in the Grampians,
and then have a BBQ
lunch. Unfortunately the WAMA visit has
been cancelled but there may be an
option for a last minute replacement.
Lunch will be BYO, food and chairs.
If staying for both days, Stawell is
recommended for accommodation. Barb
and I have booked into Motel
Stawell. Regardless of where we stay,
we aim to meet together for dinner in
Stawell on the Saturday night.
Would you please tell me if you wish to
participate?
David Pye
dabpye@gmail.com or 0407 289 369

Lots more stuff going on now that Spring is sometimes appearing between bursts of
what will hopefully be the last of the Winter chill…

8|Page

9|Page

Contacts:
Australian Plants Society – Melton & Bacchus Marsh Inc.
Incorporated in Victoria: A0026204P
ABN: 68 053 689 781

APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Committee 2017/18
President

Christine Huf

0412 081 074

Vice President

Russell Wait

0428 388 211

Secretary/Public Officer

David Pye

Treasurer

Cathy Powers

Committee

Lucille McCarthy, Barb Pye, Norris McCarthy

Newsletter Editor

Christine Huf

email: apsmeltonbacchus@gmail.com

0412 081 074

email: c.phot.804@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!
All contributions to the newsletter are gratefully received. Please send a word document and photos to the
group’s email address. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email or phone. I am also happy to
research a subject for an article if you give me a topic you would like to see explored.
Postal address:

Bank details: Bendigo Bank, Bacchus Marsh

PO Box 946

Acc: Australian Plant Society – Melton & Bacchus Marsh Inc

Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340

BSB: 633 000

Acc No: 158993733

MEETINGS: 4th Thurday of the month, Feb – Jun, Aug – Nov (doors open at 7.30pm)
VENUE: Botanica Springs Community Centre, 249 Clarkes Rd, Brookfield

Disclaimer: Any errors in this publication are by the editor.
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