AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
(Wangaratta Inc.)

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2018
Visit the APS Vic website at https://apsvic.org.au/

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Please arrive at 7.30 for meetings.
Thursday 28th June Meeting:. ‘Hakea” Night presented by Jan Hall & Joanne Diver.
Members, please bring samples of Hakeas from your garden to talk and learn about.
Sunday 1st July- Outing: to John Lloyd and Freida Andrews’ garden, 30 Lakeside Drive Chesney
Vale.10.30am for 11am. Bring morning tea to share, folding chair and your own lunch. T & C provided.
Possible walk in Winton Wetlands.
Thursday 26th July Meeting: Winter Flowering Plants. Coordinated by Helen van Riet .
Sunday July 29 - Outing: – Visit to Van Riet’s garden and a walk in the Warbies
Wednesday 8th August – 6.00pm Committee Meeting @van Riet’s.
Thursday 23rd August: Twenty “must have” plants in a Silent Auction, and AGM. Note: All nominations
will be organised before the AGM. There will not be any nominations from the floor of the meeting. A
nomination form is attached.
Sunday 26th August - Outing: Early Spring Walk in Chiltern National Park
Thursday 27th September Meeting: Grand specimen table – Plastic bags, hormone etc. will be provided
for cuttings. Includes Guest Speaker - Jim Blakely –“The Silver Banksia Project”
Sunday 30th September Outing: Anne Ford’s Garden – 267 Warby Range Rd, Hamilton Park.
Thursday 25th October Meeting: Guest Speakers - David & Barbara Pye -- “Development of Melton Botanic
Gardens”
October 27th or 28th Outing

TBA

Thursday 25th November Meeting: Guest Speaker - Neil Marriott - “My Top 20 Grevilleas”
Sunday 25th November – Outing to Joanne Diver’s @ Albury North – Christmas Breakup
Saturday December 8th 8.30am- 12noon. Propagating morning – Park Lane Nursery
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HAKEA NIGHT Thursday 28th June
Hakeas Will be the subject for our Club Night.
What do you have in your garden?
Here is an attempt at the TOP TEN we are most likely to use.
Please add your successes at the meeting.
HAKEA laurina – Pin cushion Hakea

H. Burrendong Beauty

H. bucculenta,

H. francisciana- Grassleaf Hakea

H. minyma

H. multilineata.

H. orthorrhyncha – Bird Beak Hakea

H.nodosa

H.petiolaris. Sea Urchin Hakea

H. salicifolia – Willow leaf Hakea

H.scoparia

H. sericea – Silky Hakea

APS WANGARATTA -PREPARING FOR THE JULY 26TH MEETING
The Winter Collection Show & Tell
Winter gardens are interesting and attractive. Somehow, they’ve been overlooked, eclipsed by the visual impact
and glories of gardens in Spring. Not so, this year…… we don’t have to wait till Spring, for at our July 26th
meeting, not only winter flowers, but also buds, seed capsules, foliage, form and design will be the stars of the
show.
PLEASE CONTRIBUTE…
BRING TO THE JULY MEETING:
We’d like everyone to bring a selection of what is looking interesting or attractive this winter ----- cuttings,
buds, foliage, blooms, plants in pots.
At our meeting, we will sit around a supersize display table, and each have an opportunity to ‘show and tell’.
AND ALSO…. SNAP A PICTURE !!! BEFORE THE JULY MEETING:
The meeting will include a PowerPoint slide show of our members’ “Winter Wonders”.
Please take some photos this week or next, and Email to me or put them on a memory stick and hand them to
me. I will then incorporate them into the PowerPoint presentation.
Please get your photos to me by July 20th.

Helen van Riet helenvanriet@internode.on.net (03) 5725 7207

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter – it makes my job so much
easier!!! – Gillian.
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From our meeting on Thursday 26th April.
Guest Speaker : Ted Brown spoke about growing Dry area plants - He spoke extensively about his time as
Nurseryman and consultant for the Wimmera at Wail Forestry Nursery and Wimmera Native Plant Nursery. Having visited this nursery several times over the last 35 years, I was interested to hear more about the nursery
where we would stop on return from our travels and buy unusual plants for our Dandenong Ranges garden.
Ted introduced us to some of his favourite plant books and spoke about plants on the specimen table and
answered questions from members. He is now retired and lives in Echuca.
From our outing on Sunday 29th April to Glenda & Bernie Datson’s garden at Baranduda - by Linda Huzzey
On Sunday 29th April our monthly outing was a visit to Glenda and Bernie Datson’s wonderful garden in
Baranduda. The day was warm and sunny and the event started with a delicious morning tea sitting on the
back deck watching honeyeaters and other birds in the adjacent shrubs. There were quite a few plants
flowering despite the very dry season we have had. Bernie shared his list of birds sighted in the garden which
now numbers well over 100.
Glenda and Bernie moved to the house in 2006. They initially removed most of the exotic trees and shrubs
that had been planted in the garden and set about planning their native garden. The house is passive solar,
and so two Melia Azerarach’s were planted near the back deck to provide summer shade but allow winter sun.
The garden beyond makes full use of the “borrowed landscape” provided by the walking path which runs
behind their property. This open area is part of the Wodonga Retained Environmental Network and is
populated with a variety of eucalyptus and some acacias. They started their planting by adding additional
screening along the back fence using callistemon, hakea, acacia and callitris. From there they infilled the space
with a wide variety of small trees, shrubs and grasses separated by gravel paths. There are many dozens of
different species planted somewhere on the property! The pictures show the density and variety of plants. It
was truly amazing, and when walking around you had the impression that the garden covered a much bigger
area than it actually does. The overall garden slopes in one direction and so plants were sited based on the
drainage and soils. Few amendments were added when planting. The garden included a butterfly garden in a
secluded sunny corner along the side of the house and many bird baths; the whole garden is certainly a great
example of planting for wildlife habitat. It is a garden that is still evolving and Glenda’s latest project is a slightly
raised bed planted with eremophilas. Overall the garden was a real inspiration and a great example of what
can be achieved even in a moderate sized suburban garden. Thank you to Bernie Datson and Natalie O’Connell
for the photos, and to Glenda and Bernie for hosting the garden visit and providing some very delicious
morning tea.
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From our meeting on Thursday 24th May – Royce & Jeanne Raleigh presented a slideshow of small flowering
plants in their amazing “Wartook Gardens” in the Grampians. It was a visual delight! We are looking forward
to seeing it in real life in September when we go to the FJC Rogers seminar at Horsham.
The slideshow was of a very extensive array of plants, from many species.
I was remiss in not taking notes of the plants as I was too engrossed in the pictures in front of me!

Waratahs at Eurobin - Malcolm and Mirella McKinnon

mirellamckinnon@bigpond.com

Eurobin is situated in the picturesque Ovens Valley, not far from the tourist town of Bright in north –east
Victoria.
About 10 years ago we commenced growing a small plantation of waratahs, firstly as a nice way of winding
down from the pressures of my work as a school principal and also to give us a small income in our future
retirement. Our site is a well-drained, sloping block with a north easterly aspect with an annual rainfall of
1000-1200mm which makes it ideal for waratahs.
After much research a decision was made to plant 2 main varieties- Corroboree and Gembrook. The advantage
of this has been that Corroboree flowers here 2-3 weeks later than Gembrook. The other advantage is that
Corroboree is much less susceptible to frost damage. Gembrook is more prone to bract burn and we have had
several crops destroyed by severe frosts just as harvest has commenced. It can be quite demoralising to cut
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off 1000+ blooms that are not saleable. Fortunately then Corroboree comes through untouched. Since these
initial plantings we have planted further varieties into the plantation to broaden the range we grow and sell.
These include the stunning Fire and Brimstone, Tutu, Emperor’s Torch and some of the Shade Lady forms.
As a general rule we plant our new waratahs immediately after the first autumn rains, usually late April –May.
They are then watered over the first summer and occasionally also the second. We have found the most critical
waterings are those of early summer, with no second chances once a plant begins to look stressed. We fertilise
twice a year linked to the growth times-March and straight after harvest. We use Campbell’s Gold to fertilise.
It is a low phosphorus, quick release pellet. Initial pruning happens at harvest and is then finished straight after
harvest. However as we frequently get quite a lot of rain in Spring and with the addition of fertiliser, growth
can be very vigorous so regular pruning is important through into early January, with a focus on removing
drooping and bent stems which may not be saleable. We are fortunate to have virtually no pest problems,
apart from a few parrots who perch on the tallest buds and chew them.
At the moment we have around 250 waratah plants ranging in age from 10 years right through to our annual
additions. We now propagate all our new plants using pretty much the same process outlined in the November
newsletter. The only difference in my process is a little trick I learnt from a production nursery where once the
cuttings have been prepared, dipped in hormone and placed in the mix the foliage is sprayed with 1:7
IBA/water mix. We frequently obtain 100% strike rate. (I also do this with all my cuttings).
We have been very lucky in marketing our flowers. We have a wholesale florist 10 minutes from home and
have developed close links with a number of local florists. We have found farmers markets a fantastic outlet
and for the last several years e have struggled to meet demand, which is a nice way to be. A couple of our
favorite venues to which we provide flowers are a local winery and specialist bakery – no money changes
hands but barter is a wonderful thing.
As well as the waratahs we are growing for the markets we are slowly building our collection of waratah
species, hybrids and cultivars. Currently we have around 20 different waratahs and are always looking to build
the collection. If you happen to have any unusual hybrids or cultivars we would love to hear from you and we
are always happy to share propagating material or plants when available.
If you happen to be travelling through north east Victoria we are more than happy to have enthusiastic
waratah growers and native plant enthusiasts drop in.

e
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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY WANGARATTA INC
Annual Membership Application 1/7/2018 - 30/6/2019

Name/s___________________________________________________________________________
Address

(Postal)_________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________Postcode __________
Telephone ____________________

____

Mobile ______________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________

Please tick as applicable:
❖ I/We wish to receive our newsletter by email
❖ I/We are applying as new members
APS Wangaratta Only

Single $12

Family $14

Student $10

APS Wangaratta and APS Victoria

Single $47

Family $54

Student $36

Optional payment for receipt of the ANPSA National Magazine “ Australian Plants”
(4 editions per annum ) $15

Total Payment: $....................

To: Bendigo Bank
Payment by:

Account Name: Australian Plants Society Wangaratta

❖ Cash
❖ Cheque (Payable to APS Wangaratta)
❖ Direct Deposit

BSB: 633000

Account Number 122784283

Surname

Please return a copy of this membership form to both:
Please ensure your surname appears in the transaction
details
Membership Officer – Judy Homes homesjudy@gmail.com 42-64 Binda Rd, Mulwala. NSW 3683

Treasurer - Arthur Meyers

AND
pianoman@netc.net.au Unit 10, 32 Sydney Rd, Beechworth. 3747
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Meetings
Meetings are held usually on the 4th Thursday of the month from February to November
Please arrive at 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start.
Members are encouraged to bring along exhibits for the specimen table which is a regular feature of each
meeting.
Meeting Venue: Park Lane Nursery, Park Lane, Wangaratta.
It is a good idea to bring a torch with you. Visitors are always welcome.
Pre-Meeting Dinner: Those who are able, have dinner before each meeting at Cafe Martini, 87 Murphy
Street, Wangaratta, 6.00 – 7.15pm.
All members are most welcome to attend. It’s a chance to relax with a nice meal and a glass of wine.

Australian Plants Society Wangaratta Committee 2017-2018
President: John Van Riet Ph: 03 5725 7207
Secretary: Alison Earp Ph: 03 5729 7518
Treasurer: Arthur Meyers Ph: 03 5728 1654
Membership: Judy Homes Ph: 03 5744 1358
Newsletter: Gillian Anderson Ph:03 5766 2397 email: pdga280@bigpond.com
APSV Representative: Jan Hall Ph: 03 5744 1140
Non Official Roles:
Joan Cochrane Ph: 03 5728 1654; Alan Gibb Ph: 03 5727 3362;
Helen van Riet Ph:03 5725 7207;
Joanne Diver Ph: 0412 985501; Michael O’Sullivan Ph: 03 5725 1784; Helen Wrigley Ph: 03 5722 2824;
Jenny Davidson Ph: 02 6032 8442.

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY WANGARATTA INC.
NOMINATION FORM FOR OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

POSITION - ( Please circle)

President

Membership Officer Newsletter Editor

Vice President

Secretary

APS Victoria Representative

Treasurer
Committee Member

I ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….(Name of proposer)
nominate …………………………………………………………………… (Name of person being nominated)
Signature of person being nominated ………………………………………………………
Signature of Proposer……………………………………………………………………………….
Name and signature of Seconder …………………………………………………………Date ……………………
Please return completed forms to the Secretary.
If undeliverable, please return to:
The Secretary
Australian Plants Society Wangaratta

21 Frascas Lane, Myrrhee. 3732.

7

